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A Study on the Literal Interpretation of Idioms

Hd 2=
TANAKA Atsushi

This paper analyzes the situation in which a double meaning of idioms is realized. Idioms
are composed by plural lexical items and their fixed form represents an idiomatic
meaning. Usually, the meaning of idioms is figurative and differs from their literal
meaning, however, in a particular context, the both meanings are interpretable
simultaneously. In such a case, we can claim that an idiom is actualized in the context.
Idioms have lost their basis of figure through the decontextualization, so applied to an

appropriate context, they can recur to the “literal” figurative expression.
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(3) Figuration: Idioms typically involve metaphors (fake the bull by horns), metonymies (lend
a hand, count heads), hyperboles (not worth the paper it’s printed on) or other kinds of
figuration. Of course speakers may not always perceive the precise motive for the figure
involved (...) but they generally perceive THAT some form of figuration is involved.

(Numberg et al. 1994: 492)
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(4) Idioms might once have been metaphorical, but over time have lost their metaphoricity and

now exist in our mental lexicons as frozen, lexical items. (Gibbs et al. 1997: 142)
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NWOMERH Y ZOEND, EROIERTIEDERIZOBRNB DL EDEEZ BND,

UEDBEZEFLDDE, AT 4 4L ET, BHOBEERDEWVEEMEICEL > THS
LCTHY, HREROBRME B HIEHNRE®RERTRITHDL, 47 1+ A LOEHN
IREIRO AT IR BIFIET D28, ROBIA R D Z LIk v, TR
L DOMICTRBENET A L&D,

T THT R BERINET D, TNE. AT AT LDOFREZVNITIRA D RE D, L0
IHDTHDH, —MIT, FRIEITIRMEE T 2EE L TEXOND, DRI
T, AT 4 A LB NTH, IRICESEAMRERE | MIREROBRME L TE,
NDFROLERE ZXHIL TE 7, L LUABHRERORIL L 72 5 RS Kb,
BREERNERERL L TEEL TS ET500IE, BHANRERZZNA T 44 L0
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IS KD ESIRANTFET D Z E AL L, BAab &R, BEEoky &z
AHALLTOALZT 7 —Th2 & A S 7 7 —(conceptual metaphor)| ZHEMET 5 Z L IT XK
V. PEROEFEF TITEUMRMREIRE SNTE A T 7 —0A T 4 F LTH T2 7L
BT EG 22 TS,

LA aZid, MEAZ 7 7 —OlRMEEERT 59 2T, MBEETH 2 7ML 0T
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1. 188 M7 (Conventional Literality)
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(5) LIFE IS BEING LOCATED HERE (4i%, ZH M LETHZ L TH D)

(6) DEATH IS GOING TO A LOCATION AWAY FROM HERE (3Bl1%. =& SAHIA &
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(7) ELECTRICITY IS A FLUID FLOW (EXITEIAOHNTH D)

(8) ELECTRICITY IS A CROWD MOVEMENT (EBXILEAROE & TH D)
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(DIZAT LTI, “Aresistor will dam the flow of electricity.” (HXHLEF N ER DTN Z 15T )
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LA aZickiid, ThbiFERE W) FTEICETEENRERTH L0, EEICE
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ND2, R TIERMEIIROL L7220,

WU, FRERRAVERAIZ W TR, MRRERDORFNAHELL TWVD b0 L LT, NEL LI
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ML 2o TR, TTICEEIERAREICEEZRED T,

T2 0 AT 4 —2(k)] : 393-4)
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PSS, FeW\ T, AR O EBUCE L CURS R 72 S HiE4E . ThZE5] &
IAT 4T LHEHNTEREL TR,

FUoIic, EREEO T=ZES) 220622600 5, FTreofilix, BEiosMEFIZ 785
BB O % AT TV D28, HERICH U TEERE L FITn D & 2 A~ B4t
HED BIRE LI OS5 CTh 5,

(12) L ZANEREENR 7T v 7 a— F TREBORXD SR> TRz, AT
T5HEXICHEARECLE ST, BEREYL TR AT LI EnoroT, =
ABXARZIE Y DT, SEIZEARNRNDLDOT, £ I HEELESHKR)-
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LTV & BEENTOAY, ZOXIRMFIRIC LY | JERERIE Rl 5 < B
RS, TWEES ) 1o, TR ZRET 51 &0 5 EWARARERS SIS 2 & &
%,

WOFIE, WA D B # % B LI B/ NS & | (ERAH O FHMO B
SUTRANTES BT TH 5,

(13) TEMESAIBIZE-S>TEBYELT, BITLHR S TWVDEONHFLARY A,
TTEFIM<H D) HAEM] 79

S A W) DIXFEBEROL T, WENEGICHNT-EERLBHETF IR LH
TWHN, ROMPEAE LT EE-Tnad ] LS TWnD, ZZ2ThE, Wz
FET DT AIXFE M O FEOFRHZEN L TR, 612, 8GICH»T 2174 L W
SEDZEORARSICEY, FERRATF IR TS  MRILANL LEEW,

AL IEb e b e, TR BMEZEORIB TR, 75552 L TRMEZ 25 L
ZEMNL EFEERT, Bl LY LCERMEZTE#NT5 (HAHR 1996: 20) | ke
iRELTHOWONTZLDE S, (13)DOFITHE, FBURIMARE CTHME U 72 BRI HERR I B
B, LWV LRI ZE LS 5 X CXRD —EOEE R T Lo LROLND,

ZZETRIEEIIC, AT 4 A LOEMAERAZEL 5 2 TlE, URIC K HHIfRA B
RERERZ LGS, 20, X ONIESURPIERRNTREL T ET S Z LT, Bk
HIFEIR DN E LD D TH D,

L2y U, AR HICFERBRA T2 M52 B ET D150 0 TR, HiV T, anko ¥
TOMESIN G, EANRXNERAD, @R E RPN/ S TR RFEICOWTEDY & 0 ik
THWHND TETED ] OflE R THD,

(14) 2Dk, XTF 44—+ L= A& 512002 ) 1ELITFAW T,
e, 2N e b Bblnt fh, HAIE? )
ELIE—ELETRMNT W, Fra—J 4 D) — k22 FNZHDH, — 1L
BEITNRREY EODALZ L FT, XFLEBVHETRS>TNDDERIZDIZ,
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(15) T had seen him once, hanging out at Vandenberg’s Happy Gas, an extra-barrel service

station out on Route 22 in Monroeville. (Christine : 236)
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(23) I took a gulp, literally and metaphorically, and began reading again from the top. (7The
Ghost : 70)
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LT LHERII LTV D EIEE e, [R50 Efde) &) BARFEORIUTIL, HFED
AT 4 A LBRFEOEANERICHY T 52BN FEE T, W25 0RICEBW TS, R
ELTHIREN[RNTZDTH %,

{l



SO EENE L ERIME 58 B

AT 4 A LIEEFEMBR O TIE RS, bE b EIFEFHEOPTHMBIL, REHE
RTHGEBE LTAIM SN b D TH LD, ZORME RN R KDDL Z 22X, A
T AT LOEHABERITSURNOMN. L2t D s TWND, T LIeAT 4 A LD Y]
RIAROFTHNLNDEE, RN RE, TOERITHRICESSb DL LTH
RENDZ L LD, ZOBE, PHEICHKRERBE L LTHESNDIA T 4 T L2OEKRIE. b
HERTIE, MRRERED [FREBY | ICRTERES D500 L2,

5. FL & LFRE

K TlE, AT 4 FLBRFOEANER EFROBERO ZEEICER L, MEIMRS
NDERMIZHONWTEREITo T,

FT, AT A A LOFMEEBET LR T, ZOEMHUERDERMEICEKS< 2 & 2R
L7z, HMtElx, R ERORKRIZL > TEIIND L O, HDHWIFHSHICH DT
WEDNCE S TEBEZERS DL LDOD, AT 4 FLIHELLEENDLILDOTHD, 12720
Z DR OIBIN RO TND T2, AT 4 4 LOERHERITIHERESRED D N A ]
REERYD, WK NETERE L THRBINL2DTH D,

WV THATIFRICAN L TFEMEOBEE A RAE L . FREOEEOBME AR T L L L b
(2, LM & kb X 2 FERRMR I EEMEOMNIE A R ORI E L CTEA L, 47 4 4 L8
A ETeb O THh DL L, EAMNEWRIZE W CIERMRATZIEITERLE T, KKz IER
W) FEMED AL T D 72D, BRAMRER ORI E L TIRA DMERDH D Z L 2 fiE
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ZDHEPEFET, AT AALCBTITREORZ T E#LO THRIELZ, Fame LT, B
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