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― ― 

On the dependence of the complex sentence and the Subject Omission 
― With a focus on the “node” subordinate clause ― 

 
  1 

FU Gai Hua 
 
This paper focuses on the omitted subject of the “node” subordinate clause in Japanese, 

and aims to make it clear what kind of ellipsis-principle can be applied to the sentences, 

by closely observing the intra-sentential, discourse, and situational contexts. It has been 

found that there are many un-omitted subjects in the “node” subordinate clauses in our 

research because of the “master-and-servant relationship” between the subordinate clause 

and the main clause relations of the “node” clause. And by identifying the referents of 

subjects, it has been found that there are four patterns of the missing-subject constructions 

in the “node” subordinate: the “main-clause-theme coreference” model, the “precedent-

topic coreference” model, the “speaker/hearer coreference” model, and the “no 

coreferential element” model. It has turned out that the referent of the subject in a 

subordinate clause will be easily omitted in coreferentiality with the main clause theme or 

with the precedent-topic, which has verified the universal application properties of the 

Kuno’s (1978) Ban on Conflicting Empathy Foci (BCEF). On the other hand, if the subject 

in a subordinate clause functions as a part of background information, or functions to 

express the communication manner of the speaker, it will be hard to omit.  
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