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Abstract
The usage of the term “social welfare” started after the World War II in Japan, in
article 25 of the Constitution enacted in 1946. The term appeared while the Diet was debating
on the bill of the Constitution based on GHQ’s draft. The purpose of this paper is to clarify
the implication of the term in the Constitution by analysis on the process the Diet and others
debated on the bill.
As the result of this study, it is clear that the term of “social welfare” in the Constitution
doesn’t mean concrete policies but an aim of policies. It is a new concept of an aim to make

policies under the control of the Welfare Ministry.
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Article  In all spheres of life laws shall be designed for the promotion and extension of social welfare,
and of freedom, justice and democracy. All laws, which restrict or tend to destroy the welfare of the
people shall be repealed and replaced by others which promote it. To the end the Diet shall enact
legislation which shall:

Establish and maintain free, universal and compulsory education, based on ascertained truth;

Prohibit the exploitation of children;

Promote the public health;

Provide social security;

Fix proper standards for working conditions, wages and hours and establish the right of workers to
organize and to bargain collectively, and to strike

Protect and aid expectant and nursing mothers, promote infant and child welfare, and establish just

rights for illegitimate and adopted children, and for the underprivileged;
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Protect intellectual labor and the rights of authors, artists, scientists, and inventors whether native

or foreign.
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Article XXIV. In all spheres of life, laws shall be designed for promotion and extension of social
welfare, and of freedom, justice and democracy.

Free, universal and compulsory education shall be established.

The exploitation of children shall be prohibited.

The public health shall be promoted.

Social security shall be provided.

Standards for working conditions, wages and hours shall be fixed.
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Article The freedoms, rights and opportunities provided by this Constitution are maintained by the
cooperation of the people. They involve a corresponding obligation on the part of the people to prevent
their abuse and to employ them always for the common welfare.
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Article The feudal system of Japan shall cease. All Japanese by virtue of their humanity shall be
respected as individuals. Their right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness within the limits of the
general welfare shall be the supreme consideration of all law and of all governmental action.
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