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Abstract

This paper analyzes semantic roles of both subject and Halliday’s topical theme.
The latter is defined as the initial experiential element of a sentence. The data for
analysis is taken from Japanese and Chinese Internet news. The present analysis is
essentially based on Halliday’s notion of transitivity. =~ We have found that the top-three
semantic roles of subject and topical theme are as follows:

Japanese----subject: actor (26.8%) > carrier (20.9%) > goal (19.1%)

Chinese----- subject: actor (30.50 ) > carrier (19.3%) > existent (16.3%)

Japanese----theme: actor (16.600 ) > carrier (11.5%) > location (9.000 )

Chinese----- theme: sayer (270 ) > actor (18.9%) > time (11.8%)

The result shows that, as far as theme is concerned, Chinese news tends to refer to
‘time’ and ‘a sayer’ to report an event more frequently than Japanese. For the subject
position, on the other hand, the semantic role ‘existent’ ranks third in Chinese news,

while the semantic role ‘goal’ replaces it in Japanese.
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The Theme is the Element which serves as the point of departure of the message; it is that with
which the clause is concerned.(p37) ...the Theme can be identified as that element which comes in

first position in the clause.(p38)
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