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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to investigate how lexico-grammatical resources in Japanese
contribute to realization of generic structure of texts. We have analyzed two texts: one
belongs to genre of Explanation and the other to genre of News story. The Explanation text
is structured serially, stage by stage, while the News story text is structured orbitally; the text
has a nucleus and satellites which refer back to the nucleus. This difference in structure
results from the difference of purposes of these genres.

We have further analyzed these texts in terms of textual metafunction and
nominalization. In the Explanation text, New in Macro Theme and hyper Theme predicts
what to follow and clausal Themes create cohesive relations inside elements of schematic
structure and relations to Macro Themes or hyper Themes. A shift to a new stage of
schematic structure is indicated by nominalization in Theme which summarizes what has been
said and nominalization in N-Rheme which presents culmination of New information given in
the text. In the News story text, the Themes of first clause in each satellite refer back to
information presented in the nucleus. These Themes create boundaries between satellites

and cohesive relations to the nucleus.
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