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Abstract
Evangeline (1847), an American narrative poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, played a
crucial role in the construction of cultural identity of Acadians, a group of French-speaking
Canadians mostly found in maritime provinces. The world famous poet’s representation
of the Great Upheaval of 1755 enabled Acadian nationalists to differentiate themselves
from other French population in North America, notably Quebeckers, and proclaimed their
existence to the world in the wake of Acadian Renaissance in the late nineteenth
century. Acadian cultural elites of the Second Acadian Renaissance in the 1960-70s,
however, protested the images of Acadians created by the Harvard professor and favored by
their Acadian predecessors. One of the protests was from Antonine Maillet, an Acadian
winner of the Prix Goncourt, who explicitly overturned the images of Evangeline in her
play Evangéline Deusse (1975), a form of parody of Evangeline. Presenting a subversive
anti-Evangeline character who bears the same name, Maillet attempted to present a new
Acadian heroine in the era after their significant socio-cultural victory in 1960s. the
Equal Opportunity Programme and Official Languages Act of 1969 in New Brunswick,
Canada. Comparing the two Evangelines, this article will reexamine the problematic
images of Longfellow’s Evangeline still enshrined in Acadian institutions in spite of

criticisms.

(Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,
1807-1882)
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1994

(Longfellow Institute)
(Longfellow
Institute Series in American Languages and Literatures, 1996-)
(Craigie House) 2002
1)
(Dana Gioia)

(The Columbia History of American Poetry, 1993)

2)
1755
(Great Upheaval/Le Grand Dérangement)
— — (Evangeline: A Tale of Acadie, 1847)
3)
(Antonine

Maillet, 1929-) (Evangéline Deusse, 1975)

(1)

1604
(Pierre du Gua de Monts, 1568-1630 )
(Saint Croix Island/ Tle de Sainte-Croix)
(Port Royal,
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Annapolis Royal) 4

(Acadia/l’ Acadie)
1713
(neutral French)
(Acadians/Acadiens)
(Mi’kmaq)
1755 1763

(New
Brunswick/Nouveau-Brunswick)
/ % (Cajun)
(Nathaniel Hawthorne,

1804-64) (Horace L. Conolly)

(Thomas Chandler

Haliburton, 1796-1865)
6)

(Gabriel)
7)

2
19
1865

(Pamphile Le May, 1837-1918)
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(Memramcook)

(Collége St-Joseph)

1887

11)

(1)

(Frank and Maas 2005: 34)

8)

1860
10) 1867
(Le Moniteur acadien)
1881 1890

(National Conventions)

(' Evangéline)

(dactylic hexameter)

= (epic)

(epyllion)

[“This is the forest of primeval” (I. 1, |. 6), “Still stands the
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forest primeval” (l. 1381, I. 1390)]

[“pleasant farms”
(. 12), “simple Acadian farmers’ (I. 52), “home of the happy” (I. 19)]
[“reflecting an image of heaven?”’ (l. 11)]

[“forever departed!” (1. 12)]

12)

(Il. 888-1077)

(Carter and McRae 1996: 103)
[“In the heart of the

city” (. 1384)] [“village” (1. 9)]
(2
(Benedict Bellefontaine) (“the pride of village”)
(. 61)
“fair” 65
(. 104, 1. 366)
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"her skill as a housewife’
(I. 368)

(Basil Lajeunesse)

Thus did Evangeline wait at her father's door, as the sunset

Threw the long shadows of the trees o’ er the broad ambrosial meadows.
Ah! On her spirit within a deeper shadow had fallen,

And from the fields of her soul a fragrance celestial ascended,—

Charity, meekness, love, and hope, and forgiveness, and patience! (ll. 497-501)

(patience)
5
(11.482-523)

(Father Felician) (I. 1203)

(idyll)

“submissive”

(. 1202) “meek”, “meekly”
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(1. 1245)
(the Sisters of Mercy)

(“Gabriel was not forgotten. Within her heart was his image, / Clothed in the beauty of love and youth,
as last she beheld / him,”) (1. 1276-77)

13)

(1. 1287)

Gleams of celestial light encircle her forehead with splendor,

Such as the artist paints o’ er the brows of saints and apostles,

Or such as hangs by night a city seen at a distance.

Unto their eyes it seemed the lamps of the city celestial,

Into whose shining gates erelong their spirits would enter.  (II. 1315-19)

(“celestial,” “heaven”

(John Bunyan) (The Pilgrim’s Progress,

1678)

(Il. 1343-80)

“maiden”
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1982

1994
1960
14)
(Louis Robichaud, 1925-2005) 1960
70
(Equal Opportunity Programme)
(Université de Moncton) (Official Languages Act)

(collective living death/mort-vivant collectif)
15)

(Raymond LeBlanc)

100
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3.
D
1975
16)
17)
(Linda Hutcheon)
(A Theory of Parody) ( 1993: 16)

(Chiac)

18)

(Le Breton) (Le Rabbi)
(Le Stop)

Ben voulez-vous saouére, Messieurs? C’est justement a |I’heure que j’avons achevé de
replanter que j’avons fini de payer nos églises et nos écoles, pis achevé de jeter nos trappes
al’eau, qu'ils s'en venont nous dire que la me rest vide et la terre pourrie, et que je serions
aussi ben de mouver & la ville dans les shops gouvarnées encore un coup par les
Anglais. . . .Encore un coup, ils nous déportont; ben c'te fois-citte, sans meme nous
fornir les goelettes. . . . .pis ils avont point fait de nous autres des héros pis des

martyrs. (p. 48)
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11

80

200
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(Noré)
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(p. 42)

D (p. 43)

20

(Johann Wolfgang Goethe, 1749-1832)
und Dorothea, 1797

(hypotext)
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— (1993)
3) 57-115
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(1982) (Seelye) (Meyer)
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9
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10) The Canadian Encyclopedia 1854 1964

Yves Bolduc et al., “Acadia, Culture of,” The Canadian Encyclopedia, accessed 23 May
2007; available from http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE& Params=
A1ARTA0011634.

11) “And by the evening fire repeat Evangeline’s story” (p.1397)
12)
(Grady 1998)

13)
14) 1966 (Rassemblement des Jeunes) (nuits de poésie/poetry

nights) (Anne Brown)

1960
15) (lieutenant-governor)
(Herménégild Chiasson)
16) 1986 (Ronate Usumiani)
“anti- Evanglines’
17) ( ,1993) 32
( , 1993)
( , 1991)
18)
(Hans R. Runte)

19) Luisde

Céspedes (1989) 40
20)

( 2007: 77)

21) "Un American, t'as qu'aouére! Coume si les Amaricains aviont point eu assez de

mous bailer des patrons dans les shops, v’'la qui s'en venont bailer une patronne au pays, asteur! (p. 43)”
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