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Abstract

Charles G. D. Roberts, a leading poet of the “confederation group” in the late 19th century
Canada, reworked the images of “Canada” created by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s
Evangeline (1847) to represent his Maritime homeland. Focusing on two of Roberts’s early
sonnets, “Blomidon” (1885) and “Tides” (1890), this article explores the images particularly
chosen from the “American epic” to construct the representation of the Maritimes. The
examination of Evangeline-driven images in his verses initially published in Century (New
York) shows how Roberts wanted his readers to imagine his own “home.” Readers will find
that Roberts put emphasis on the sublime, rather harsh seascape which directs his readers’
attention to the “Acadia destroyed” after the Acadian expulsion (1755), instead of the
picturesque idyll emphasized in Longfellow’s work. Such images of the Maritimes, however,
may not be consistent with the tourism-oriented images of the area that Roberts as a “local

authority” involved in its construction.
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(W. J. Keith) (Selected Poetry and Critical Prose) 59

Through the still dusk how sighs the ebb-tide out,
Reluctant for the reed-beds! Down the sands
It washes. Hark! Beyond the wan gray strand’s

Low limits how the winding channels grieve[,]

Aware the evasive waters soon will leave
Them void amid the waste of desolate lands,

Where shadowless to the sky the marsh expands,
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And the noon-heats must scar them, and the drought.

Yet soon for them the solacing tide returns
To quench their thirst of longing. Ah, not so
Works the stern law oar tides of life obey!
Ebbing in the night-watches swift away,
Scarce known ere fled forever is the flow;

And in parched channel still the shrunk stream mourns.  (Emphases added)

1893
7
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“our”
2
8
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(“reluctant™) (“wan” (“grey”) “void”
(“desolate™) (“stern”) (“shrunk™)
(“parched”)
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(Roberts 1893: 32) 12
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(“ﬂeds,)
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11 “our

(ebb-tide, ebbing)

'T was the returning tide, that afar from the waste of the ocean,

With the first dawn of the day, came heaving and hurrying landward.

Then recommenced once more the stir and noise of embarking;
And with the ebb of the tide the ships sailed out of the harbor,

Leaving behind them the dead on the shore, and the village in ruins.

(Lorraine McMullen)
(207)
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(Canadians of Old )
(Canadian Guidebook)
(Fort-Beauséjour)
(The Raid from Beauséjour, and How Carter Boys Lifted
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10

)

109 (11.5-8)

This is that black rock bastion, based in surge,
Pregnant with agate and with amethyst,
Whose foot the tides of storied Minas scourge,
Whose top austere withdraws into its mist.
This is that ancient cape of tears and storm,
Whose towering front inviolable frowns
O'er vales Evangeline and love keep warm—
Whose fame thy song, O tender singer, crowns.
Yonder, across these reeling fields of foam,
Came the sad threat of the avenging ships.
What profit now to know if just the doom,
Though harsh! The streaming eyes, the praying lips,
The shadow of inextinguishable pain,

The poet's deathless music—these remain!

11.20-32
(1.20) 1.21)
(1.30) (1.29)
Dominion Atlantic Railway

32
(Ness 1988: 6)
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