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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine Tsubame city’s concentrated manufacturing
industry and analyze the structure of the resulting network and its effect. This region is
characterized by a social division of labor in which each specialized manufacturer
contributes to the process of manufacturing. Those manufacturers are concentrated in a
relatively small area, and have been formed an original industrial community. Each
independent manufacturer complements its strengths and weaknesses by mutually taking
advantage of the network in the area. Through this study, the competitiveness of a
concentrated industrial community refers to a flexible and cooperative relationship where
close proximity is one of the benefits of industrial concentration. A potential network
always exists among manufacturers, and a fluid network will form as necessary. In
conclusion, the creation of companies which function as coordinators and have a flexible
network is indispensable to making the network more effective in coping with the

international economy.
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