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Abstract

There has been a tremendous amount of research on Luxun’s“A Madman's Diary” ,the
first vernacular novel of modern Chinese literature, and most of the research has been done
about the theme of this novel. But the literary style is very important to understand this
novel and the author.

In 1917, there was a movement for promoting colloquial literature in China, called “5.4.
literary revolution”. Hushi was the leader of this movement and wanted to use the classical
coloquial Chinese used in old novels to replace the classical literature. Luxun showed a
different attitude by the style of his first coloquial novel, “A Madman's Diary”.

There are two parts in this novel: the preface is written in classical Chinese and the
diary is written in a unique style which is different both from modern coloquial Chinese and
from classical Chinese. In the diary, some figures of speech, such as simile and metaphor are
used.

In this paper, we focus on the similes , metaphors in ‘A Madman's Diary,” and analyzing
their role to unravel the process of cannibalism comes to reality in the madman’s mind by

using metaphors.
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