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Abstract

The word utsukushii, which has been used since the Nara period, is one of the most functionally significant
words that express the notion of "beauty". The frequent modern usage of the word kireida has subtle
differences from utsukushii; therefore, the two words are often compared as synonyms. This study will focus
on the words utsukushii and kireida, in order to clarify the functional distinction of these two words. The
scope of the investigation is centered on the Meiji period and the Taisho period. This essay is a quantitative
study of utsukushii and kireida in the Meiji period as the basics of consideration. The conclusion is that
kireida is used much more by authors such as Natsume Souseki. Furthermore,and the characteristic novels,
like ['Sokkyousijin] [Gubijinsou] [Inakakyousi] ,ect will be investigated mainly by consulting the usage

trend of the authors’ writing career.
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