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Abstract

This paper examines the actual Japanese proficiency of Chinese marriage immigrant women,
focusing on the use of connective expressions. Interview research was conducted with two Chinese
immigrant wives living in Niigata. Connective expressions are introduced in the relatively early stages
of elementary Japanese textbooks. However, the two interviewees did not seem to have a high level of
proficiency in using connective expressions. One interviewee was able to use conjunctions and
connective particles to form a discourse of several sentences, though with a few errors in their precise
usage. By contrast, the other interviewee did not use connective expressions at all and simply
juxtaposed simple sentences. It is necessary to reconsider the arrangement of connective expressions in

textbooks for immigrant Japanese learners in a process of language relearning.
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