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The Codification in the 19" Century — Comparative Perspectives
from (Post-) Colonial Experiences —

It is often said that the 19th century is the century of codification, most notably exemplified
by the Code Civil of 1804 and the BGB of 1900. Japan is no exception. However, if we look at
other countries than France and Germany, this is not always the case, let alone the common law
countries. This is the collection of the papers read at the international conference entitled “The
Codification in the 19th Century — Comparative Perspectives from (Post-)Colonial Experiences —
held in Niigata on 4 February 2012. The speakers include Rena van den Bergh (UniSA) and
Masato Ninomiya (Sad Paulo) along with Japanese civil and comparative lawyers as well as
legal historians. To the best of our knowledge this is the first attempt of comparative study
between South Africa, Brazil and Japan, tackling the question of codification through “non-
codification”, highlighting Roman Dutch Law, Brazilian efforts in vain of codification
throughout the 19th century, and paying more attention to the stage before the codification of

Japanese law.
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