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A Study on Thomas Telford — the First
President of the Institution of Civil Engineers
—in relation to “The Works of Telford” and
“Telford Medals and Premium” —
by
CHINO Yasuaki and Okuma Takashi

Abstract

Modernization of civil engineering techniques began during the industrial revolution
At the beginning of this modernization in Great Britain, one of the famous men had
achieved great works. His name is Thomas Telford. He had constructed many bridges, roads,
canals and harbours. Likewise, he was elected the first President of the Institution of
Civil Engineers in Great Britain.

Although his name is familiar to Japanese Civil Engineers, his works, however, are not.
So, this study researches on his works, and considers how he introduced new civil
engineering techniques. Likewise, this study researches on the paper titles that garnered
Telford Medals and Premium. These prizes, proposed by Telford, are the highest award
offered to outstanding papers in the Institution of Civil Engineers until today. Using
this paper title list, this study is also aimed at tracing the development of modern
civil engineering techniques in Great Britain
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