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A Study on the Artificial Break of Levee for Returning Inunndated Water
to the River Channel
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Abstract
The Ministry of Construction has already undertaken a policy, including the Overflow Control
Measures initiated in 1987 to be taken when a flood runs over levees. And, the Flood Restraining
Forest Belt to make the overflowing current run gently was introduced in the revision of the Riparian

Act in 1997. These recently proposed measures confirm that the present situation warrants the

approach of accepting a certain level of overflowing.

With advanced technology available, overflows would occur far less frequently than in the old
days anyway. Nevertheless, if overflows would occur, the inundated water would be blocked by the

high levee and we would have large damages. Therefore, it would be required to artificially break the

levee to return the water to the river channel.

In this paper, I would like to discuss the countermeasures requiring in the event of artificial levee

-breaking for reducing the inundation damages.
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