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Abstract

Although there is a consensus that there was an international system in ancient East Eurasia, there is
no detailed research on the testimony to its establishment according to some established criteria of the
international system. The formation of the international system in ancient Eurasia will be explained here
according to four criteria (boundary, state, interaction, and structure). In brief, ancient East Eurasia,
isolated from other parts of Eurasia, was divided into two parts (East Asia and Mongolia-Inner Asia), in
which varied types of states existed as a result of the division of spheres of influence by Han and Xiongnu.
When Han decided an aggressive policy against Xiongnu and successfully occupied the Hexi Corridor,
the entrance into Inner Asia, East Eurasia was integrated for the first time. While Han and Xiongnu
reached a standoff because of their equivalent power, small states in Inner Asia strived for survival by
showing their submission to Han and Xiongnu at the same time. Consequently, a bipolar system was

established in East Eurasia.
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