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Organiza t ion  and  Act iv i t ie s  o f  Neighborhood Associa t ion  in  Contemporary  Japan： A 

Case  S tudy  o f  Kamish io j i r i  J ich ika i ,  Ueda  Ci ty  

 S AT O  Yasuyuki   

In t roduct ion  

  Major  books  on the  neighborhood assoc ia t ion  ca l led  chonaika i  or j i ch ika i  in  

Japan had been publ ished around 1990 :  Iwasaki  (1989) ,  Kurasawa and Akimoto  

(1990) ,  Nakata  (1993) ,  and Tor igoe  (1994) .  The  s tudies  included the  controversy  

on the  or igin  of  chonaika i  between Nakamura  Hachiro  and Akimoto Ri tsuro ,  

which i s  whether  chonaika i  in  town has natura l  resource  or  of f ic ia l  one,  and 

those  did  not  g ive  us  any resolut ions  in  those  days .  As  Tsukiyama (2008)  

summarized the  controversy  a fterward,  the  character is t ics  and or igin  of  the  

chonaika i  depend on loca l  h is tor ica l  condi t ions ,  and those  are  consequent ly  

di f ferent  in  each type  divided according to  urbanized degree .  We should  

therefore  s tudy chonaika i  or  j i ch ika i  in  loca l  h is tor ica l  condi t ions based on the  

types  divided according to  urbanized degree .  

In  contemporary Japan ,  community  has  been taken not iced in  many spheres .  

One of  reasons  i s  to  need to  create  new loca l  autonomous system and another  

i s  to  expect  community  as  a  bearer  of  responsib i l i ty  to  bui ld soc ia l  wel fare  

soc ie ty .  But  the  neighborhood assoc ia t ion 1  ca l led chona ika i  or  j i ch ika i  has  been 

divided in  the  funct ion of  the  ac t iv i t ies  through urbanizat ion.  How do we  

expect  new funct ions to  chonaika i  or  j i ch ika i?  

To seek for  so lut ions of  th is  problem we need to  descr ibe  organizat ion and 

act iv i t ies  o f  chona ika i  or  j i ch ika i  in  deta i l  in  a  case  s tudy  and to  ver i fy  how a  

neighborhood associat ion  has  separated i ts  funct ions.  I  then descr ibe  changes  

in  the  funct ion of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai 2  in  Ueda Ci ty ,  Nagano prefecture .  

As the  Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  was located near  a  b ig  c i ty  of  Ueda,  i t  has  

consistent ly  urbanized and longt ime res idents  have  coexis ted with newcomers .  

The re la t ions of  ne ighbors  can be  found in  the  coexis ted s i te  o f  newcomers  and 

longt ime res idents ,  but  not  in  new towns where  c ivi l ians  l ive  ( Ishida  2015) .  

The Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  i s  an adequate  place  to  research the  community ,  
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assoc ia t ions  were  ca l led  kose i -kumia i  before  1945  and se i san-kumia i ,  or  

product ive  cooperat ion ,  a f ter  1946  and  i t  i s  now cal led  bu  s ince  1989 .   

From 1989 ,  upon the  term of  the  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  been 

renewal ,  the  name of  j i ch ika i  was  used in  place  of  that  o f  kuka i .  Further ,  the 

terms of  posi t ions  of  a  head of  the  j i ch ika i  and others  had been changed two 

years .  I  show main modif ica t ion s  of  the  rule  in  Document  1 .   

The terms were  revised when i t  was  reorganized as  a  neighborhood 

assoc ia t ion  in  1989.  Changes  in  organizat ion of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  a f ter  

the  reorganizat ion are  here  explored.  F i rs t ,  operat ions of  the  j i chikai  are  

executed by the  bo ard consis t ing of  a  head,  a  v ice  head,  and nine  counci lors .  

The vice  head is  appointed by the  head of  the  j ichikai .  A t reasurer  and a  general  

secretary  are  e lec ted from the  j i chikai  counci lors  by the  head.  There  are  thus  

four  direc tors  in  the  j ichikai :  a  head,  a  v ice  head,  a  t reasurer  and a  genera l  

secretary ,  who rece ive  compensat ion .  Also ,  there  are  two supervisors .  And the  

term of  each of  these  posi t ions  i s  two years .  

Al though the  terms  of  the  neighborhood associa t ion  s ta ted that  the  head 

shal l  be  e lec te d from candidate ,  in  fac t  i t s  se lec t ion committee  has  se lec ted  

current  and past  heads.  The  selec t ion committee  consis ts  o f  77  members  

inc luding ex -heads  of  the  neighborhood associa t ion,  representat ives  of  

re levant  organizat ions,  prefec tura l  assembly member s  and c i ty  counci lmen 

(rea l ly  about  60  members  exc luding dupl icat ions) .   Whi le  one of  the  former  

direc tors  assumed a  posi t ion  for  10  years  before  the  rulemaking  of  1989 ,  the  

revised terms speci fy  the  term as  two years  and a  head customari ly  assumes  

the  pos i t ion  for  two t imes  ( four  years  as  a  resul t ) .  

The  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc iat ion  consis ts  o f  f ive  subordinate 

neighborhood associa t ions (bu) ,  under  which there  are  the  smallest  

ne ighborhood assoc ia t ion s  (han ) ,  each managed by a  head of  the  smallest  

ne ighborhood assoc ia t ion s .  The  han  does  not  have or iginal  budget  and 

act iv i t ies ,  and does  not  make members  of  the  han  have  an  ident i ty  of  han  

community .   

Dis tr ibut ion of  adminis tra t ive  documents  i s  one  of  the  operat ions the  

neighborhood associa t ion  i s  consigned from the  adminis tra t ion.  In  the 
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because  we can f ind the  re la t ions  of  both  newcomers  and longt ime resident s  in  

i t  and chronological ly  fo l low i ts  change because  i t  has  held  lo ts  o f  his tor ica l  

documents .  

As important  books  on s tudies  of  the  j i chikai  had been publ ished around 

1990 ,  we  do not  have  ma jor  s tudies  on the  j i chikai  a f ter  the  late  1990s ,  a l though 

the  autonomy of  the  j i chikai  in  re la t ion with  local  autonomy af ter  the  Heise i  

merger  has  been discussed .  In  addi t ion,  scholars  took not ice  of  the  j i chikai  

f rom the  perspect ive  of  c iv i l  soc ie ty  formation in  pol i t ica l  sphere  (Tsuj inaka,  

Pekkanen and Yamamoto  2009) .  However ,  th e  s tudies  f rom this  perspect ive  are  

on the  way  and we need more  concrete  deta i l s .  

In  th is  paper  I  descr ibe  the  organizat ion and act iv i t ies  o f  the  Kamishio j i r i  

J ichikai  f rom 1989 to  2018  when the  rule  was f i rs t ly  made  and c lar i fy  thei r  

character is t ics .  I  cannot  help  conf ining to  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  due to  

l imita t ions  of  space ;  i t  does  not  re fer  to  extend to  those  in  the  Shio j i r i  

E lementary  School  Area .  F inal ly ,  I  account  for  them from the  point  o f  v iew of  

funct ional  di f ferent ia t ion 3  o f  the  communi ty  organizat ion  based on  the  

perspect ive  that  modernizat ion is  funct ional  d i f ferent iat ion ,  as  Niklas  

Luhmann ta lked  (Luhmann 1971,  1982) .  

 

1.  Organ iza t ion  o f  the  Kamishio j i r i  Ne ighborhood  Associa t ion  

Firs t  o f  a l l ,  I  must  re fer  to  s ta tes  of  organizat ion of  the  Kamishio j i r i  

Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  before  1989  when the  rule  was  newly made .  In  1965 ,  

many members  of  the  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  did  not  

part ic ipate  in  the  meet ing consis t ing of  a l l  members  of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  

(kumin-soka i ) .  The  meet ing of  board members  had therefore  been changed to  be  

an execut ion body,  and a  dec is ion-making body had been changed to  the  

representat ives  committee  ca l led  daig i in -ka i .  This  was dec ided in  kuka i  

(abbreviat ion of  kumin-soka i )  in  1965 .  S ince  many members  did  not  come to  

at tend kukai ,  i t  was  abol ished to  reorganize  the  above two bodies .  

In  1979,  s ince  the  number of  the  member composing f ive  neighborhood 

assoc ia t ions  did  not  be  in  ba lance ,  the  neighborhood associa t ions  had been 

reorganized,  a l though except  f i f th  one.  The  subordinate  neighborhood 
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While  the  meet ing of  board members  serves  as  an  execut ion body,  the  

dec is ion-making body is  the  representat ives  committe e  cal led da ig i in -ka i .  The  

term of  representat ives  ca l led  daig i in  i s  one  year  and the  number of  

representat ives  f rom each bu  depends on the  number of  members ,  but  at  least  

f ive  f rom each:  f ive  f rom bu  consis t ing of  less  than 70  households;  s ix  f rom bu  

wi th  more  than 70  but  less  than 100  households ;  seven from bu  wi th  more  than  

100  but  less  than 130 households;  and so  on.  The  ordinary general  meet ing of  

the  representat ives  i s  to  be  held in  February of  each year .  Matters  to  be  set t led 

in  the  meet ing inc l ude amendments  /abol ishment  of  Terms,  business  planning,  

budget ,  business  report ing,  approval  o f  f inal  se t t lement ,  property  disposi t ion 

and other  important  a f fa i rs .  

There  i s  memorandums which a  head of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  took job  

t ransfer  a t  2010,  w here  he  noted ‘ the  duty  and ro le  of  the  neighborhood 

assoc ia t ion ’ .  The same content  i s  found in  many memorandums.  The  content  of  

the  memorandum is  shown in Documents  2  and 3 .  

 Firs t  o f  a l l ,  as  heads of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  noted in  notes  of  job  t ransfer ,  

there  are  ‘ne ighborhood assoc iat ion  as  an outpost  adminis trat ive  body ’  and ‘a  

ne ighborhood assoc ia t ion  as  an  independent  body . ’  I tems appearing in  th is  

document  are  most ly  not  s ta ted in  of f ic ia l  documents .  Such contents  are  very 

important  matters  assoc ia ted with  pract ical  a t t i tude  and responses  of  the  head 

of  the  neighborhood assoc ia t ion .  The operat ions  of  ‘a  neighborhood assoc ia t ion  

as  an  outpost  adminis tra t ive  body ’  are  pointed out .  In  the  document ,  

communicat ion of  res ide nts '  requests  to  the  c i ty  adminis tra t ion is  spec i f ied  as  

part  o f  such operat ions .  Next ,  representat ive  nature  of  the  neighborhood 

assoc ia t ions,  local  community  development ,  problem solving and response to  

res idents '  requests  are  l i s ted as  ro les  of  ‘a  ne ighborhood assoc ia t ion  as  an  

independent  body. ’  F inal ly ,  the  sec t ion t i t led ‘Operat ions of  a  ne ighborhood 

assoc ia t ion ’  c lear ly s ta tes  the  essent ia l  a t t i tude of  ne ighborhood associa t ion  

operators .  

I t  i s  a lso  notable  that  ac t iv i t ies  o f  the  shr ine  consul ta t ive  committee  and 

Tofuku Temple  Preservat ion Committee  are  not  separated from the 

Kamishio j i r i  j i chikai .  Donat ions  to  shr ines  and temples  are  formally  voluntary ,  
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Kamishio j i r i ,  the  operat ion has been consigned to  one  part icular  household.  

Expenses  provided by Ueda Ci ty  are  a l l  passed to  a  re levant  person of  the  

household.  The  person del ivers  documents  to  heads  of  smal les t  ne ighborhood 

assoc ia t ion s,  under  each subordinate  neighborhood assoc ia t ion  (bu ) ,  who then 

del ivers  the  adminis tra t ive  documents  to  the  members .  

The  counci lors  of  the  j i chikai  ca l led  j i ch i -g i in  a re  e lec ted from members  o f  

each subordinate  neighborhood assoc ia t ion.  They most ly  rota te  the  posts  in  

order  o f  age .  One counci lor  i s  e lec ted as  the  f i f th  bu  i s  a  subordinate  

neighborhood assoc iat ion  and two  counci lors  are  e lec ted in  each  of  the  other  

four  bu :  the  to ta l  number of  counci lors  i s  n ine .  The  board of  d irec tors  ca l l s  a  

meet ing on a  monthly basis .  The j ichikai ’ s  membership fees  are  co l lected by  

the  counci lors  in  every neighborhood assoc ia t ion between late  Apri l  and end 

of  May.  

Based on their  character is t ics ,  households of  current  and past  h eads of  the  

Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  after  1989  can be  c lass i f ied into  two 

groups:  those  up to  2010  and those  a f ter  2010 .  Those before  2010  are  t radi t ional  

houses  running back to  the  Edo era .  Even af ter  the  Great  Merger  of  the  Showa 

era ,  which made the  Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  as  part  o f  Ueda Ci ty ,  the  

neighborhood assoc ia t ion  has  e lec ted persons  f rom households  having been 

res ident  in  the  Kamishio j i r i  s ince  the  o ld  days .  S ince  2011,  on  the  other  hand,  

second-generat ion persons of  household s that  immigrated to  the  Kamishio j i r i  

in  the ir  parents '  days  have  assumed the  head posi t ion .  The  head of  the  

neighborhood  assoc iat ion have  been  e lec ted from ret i red persons .  The  above 

ref lec ts  the  fac t  that  the  second -generat ion persons  have  reached ret i r i ng age ,  

regardless  of  which,  however ,  only  soc ia l ly -reputed persons  in  s table  

profess ions ,  e .g .  loca l  government  of f ic ia ls  and teachers ,  were  e lec ted as  a  head 

of  the  j ichikai .  

 The terms of  a  head,  a  v ice  head,  and a  t reasure  of  the  j i chikai  are  two years ,  

one term in the  rule .  But  they have rea l ly  held  the  ro les  for  four  years ,  two  

terms.  However ,  the  term of  a  head was substant ia l ly  changed into  two years ,  

one  term from 2015 .  What  the  term of  a  head is  two years ,  one  term,  has  been  

kept  in  most  a l l  o f  j ichikais  in  Ueda Ci ty ,  according to  2012  and 2017 survey 

resul t s  that  The  Associa t ion  of  Ueda Ci ty  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ions  compi led.  
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 4 

Kamishio j i r i ,  the  operat ion has been consigned to  one  part icular  household.  
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neighborhood  assoc iat ion have  been  e lec ted from ret i red persons .  The  above 
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regardless  of  which,  however ,  only  soc ia l ly -reputed persons  in  s table  

profess ions ,  e .g .  loca l  government  of f ic ia ls  and teachers ,  were  e lec ted as  a  head 

of  the  j ichikai .  

 The terms of  a  head,  a  v ice  head,  and a  t reasure  of  the  j i chikai  are  two years ,  

one term in the  rule .  But  they have rea l ly  held  the  ro les  for  four  years ,  two  

terms.  However ,  the  term of  a  head was substant ia l ly  changed into  two years ,  

one  term from 2015 .  What  the  term of  a  head is  two years ,  one  term,  has  been  

kept  in  most  a l l  o f  j ichikais  in  Ueda Ci ty ,  according to  2012  and 2017 survey 

resul t s  that  The  Associa t ion  of  Ueda Ci ty  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ions  compi led.  
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the  j i chikai  inc ludes  those  l iv ing in  detached houses  but  does  not  inc lude  

apartment  houses .  One reason of  th is  l imita t ion i s ,  al legedly ,  that  the  res idents  

of  apartment  houses  are  more  prone  to  move in/out  and they do not  put  up a  

nameplate .  Yet ,  the  res idents  of  apartment  houses  may a lso  part ic ipate  in  loca l  

fes t iva ls .  Nonetheless ,  they can be  a  member  of  the  j i chikai ,  i f  they want .  That  

means  they mu st  receive  a  burden of  committee  member  and thus  they do not  

want  to  be  a  member ,  a l though they pay a  fee  of  the  j ichikai .  

 Character is t ics  o f  the  Kamishio j i r i  j i chikai  are  as  fo l lows.  One is  that  each 

subordinate  neighborhood assoc ia t ion ( bu )  e lec ts  and sends  members  to  the  

j ichikai ,  and each has  independent  budget  and act iv i t ies .  The Kamishio j i r i  

j i chikai  therefore  consis ts  o f  a  co l lec t ion of  f ive  bus .  I t  i s  a lso  notable  that  

pet i t ions  are  coordinated by bu ,  organizat ions  of  which are  descr i bed below.  

The subordinate  neighborhood assoc ia t ion was ca l led kose i -ku before  WWII ,  

which name is  der ived from that  the  government  made people  organize  the  

product ive  and cooperat ive  groups within  the  neighborhood assoc ia t ion ,  and 

then se i san-kumia i ,  and they have been referred to  as  bu  s ince  1989 .  As  these  

des ignat ions suggest ,  the  neighborhood assoc ia t ion  in  the  Kamishio j i r i  has  

been bui ld ing cooperat ive  re la t ionships in  the  past .  However ,  as  the  

dis tr ibut ion of  resident  households  among groups of  product ive  cooperat ion  

(se i san-kumia i )  became s igni f icant ly  disproport ionate  in  1979,  the  groups of  

product ive  cooperat ion numbered 1  through 6  were  grouped into  the  Akiwa 

J ichikai ,  those  7  through 15  into  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai ,  and  those  f rom 16  

through 20  into  the  Shimoshio j i r i  J i chikai .  

The f ive  subordinate  neighborhood associa t ions have their  own head,  budget  

and act ivi t ies .  The  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  provides  each bu  

wi th  subsidies  of  500  JPY per  household.  Each bu  ca l l s  a  general  assembly 

meet ing in  the  Kamishio j i r i  Annex  on Sunday before  or  a f ter  the  Labor 

Thanksgiving Day in  November  for  act iv i ty  report ing and appointment  of  head.  

Typica l  act iv i t ies  o f  bu  inc lude cherry -blossom viewing party  (hanami ) ,  an  

inter -bu  a th le t ic  fes t iva l  and mowing.  As  for  membership fees ,  the  bu  1  ra ised 

i t  but  the  bu  2  reduced i t  in  2016.  The  membership fee  var ies  depending on bu .  

Act iv i t ies  are  most ly  the  same among bus  but  their  sca le  may also  vary.   

 6 

but  are  compulsory in  rea l i ty .  In  2005 ,  there  was  damaged the  roof  o f  Zama 

Shr ine,  causing severe  l eaks ,  and members  of  the  Kamishio j i r i  j i chikai  dec ided 

to  repair  the  roof  in  the  genera l  assembly.  On this  occas ion,  a l l  households  

were  asked to  donate  the  cost  for  reroof ing.  Donat ions were  a lso  co l lec ted in  

hal f -compel led matters  f rom the  members  of  the  j ichikai  and they took such 

donat ions as  a  matter  o f  course ,  because  they are  a lso  f inancia l  supporters  of  

the  Tofuku Temple  (Shinto -ka i ) .  In  1985,  the  roof  o f  Kamishio j i r i  Shr ine 's  main 

hal l  was replaced with  copper  roof  in  the  same way.  

In  the  Kamishio j i r i ,  there  are  an  assembly of  normal  members  of  Tofuku 

Temple  (danto -ka i ) ,  and an organizat ion of  f inancial  supporters  of  the  Tofuku 

Temple  (Shinto -ka i ) :  their  uni t  i s  a  household .  The number of  Tofuku Temple  

normal  member ’s  households i s  1 10 ,  which i s  re la t ive ly  low in comparison with  

the  supporter ’ s  households ,  which i s  250  (Kamishio j i r i  no  Konjaku  Vo l .  43 ,  2013) .  

I t s  fund has  been bui l t  base d on 2000  JPY annual  donat ion from each 

supporter ’ s  household.  After  a  loss  of  temple  bui lding s  in  1978 ,  for  instance ,  

donat ions  were  co l lected from not  only  the  110  members '  households  but  a lso  

supporters ’  households  and eventual ly  the  bui lding was  rebui l t  in  1982.  In  2016 ,  

Tofuku Temple 's  Kannon-do ,  a  temple  bui lding dedicated to  Kannon goddess ,  

burnt  down in  1978,  was  restored for  severa l  mi l l ion  JPY.  The  lay  Buddhists  

scraped up the  cost  f rom the reserved fund,  and the  temple 's  normal  members ’  

households  and i ts  supporters ’  households  contr ibuted respect ive ly  di f ferent  

money (based on interview s) .  The  donat ion for  the  fund is  co l lec ted by the  

representat ives  of  the  Tofuku Temple  preservat ion committee  member .  

 There  are  a  high number  of  move - in 's  in  the  Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  for  severa l  

advantages  of  the  dis tr ic t  for  famil ies  with  young chi ldren :  proximity  to  the  

pr imary school ;  access ib i l i ty  to  the  Second Junior  High School  ( located in  

centra l  region ,  Ueda Ci ty)  by t ra in  f rom areas  west  o f  the  Kamishio j i r i  

(otherwise  commuting on bus  i s  necessary  to  access  there  i f  people  l ive  in  

Akiwa Distr ic t ) ;  and proximity  to  Nishi -Ueda Sta t ion.  These  advantages  are  the  

reason of  larger  and growing populat ion and number  of  households  in  the  

Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  in  comparison with  Akiwa and Shimoshio j i r i  Dis tr ic t s .  

The number  of  households compris ing the  Kamishio j i r i  j i chikai  i s  not  

necessar i ly  consistent  with  the  number  of  households  in  the  dis tr ic t  because  
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2.  Budget  o f  the  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  

In  this  research,  revenues and expenses  in  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai ' s  genera l  

account  s tatement  were  analyzed to  grasp a  pic ture  of  i t s  ac t ivi t ies .  

As  shown in Table  3 ,  the  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  membership 

fees  were  co l lec ted based on a  combinat ion of  equal i ty  fee  for  every household ,  

income-based fee ,  fee  based on agr icul tura l  land,  owned -house  fee  and 

wariyama  a l lo tments .  Such a  membership fee  system based on combinat ion of  

asset -based and household -based a l lo tments  i s  der ived from an o ld - fashioned 

system or iginat ing in  the  pre -WWII  per iod.  The  income-based a l lo tments  on 

which the  Kamishio j i r i  j i chikai  membersh ip fees  are  based are  bas ica l ly  

determined by se l f - reported revenues  disc losed to  counci lors  who vis i t  

re levant  member houses .  For  agr icul tura l  land a l lo tments ,  only households  

owning port ion s of  cul t ivat ing f ie ld  are  charged per  year .  The membership fee  

system is  based on income-based al lo tments  and the  s ize  of  agricul tura l  land 

al lo tments .  

From corporate  members  and apartment  owners ,  the  head and vice  head of  

the  j i chikai  v is i t  them in  person to  col lec t  the  fees .  Cor porate  membership fees  

vary  depending on  company s ize .  Apartment  houses  are  co l lec ted from each 

owner or  operat ing company.  The total  number of  apartment  compartments  as  

of  FY2016  was  224 .  

In  addi t ion,  there  are  incomes as  e xpenses  of  entrust  business  a f fa i rs  to  the  

j ichikai ,  subsidy of  community  center  annex’s  ac t ivi ty ,  subsidy for  e le ctr ic i ty  

of  secur i ty  l ight ing,  subsidy for  new bui lding of  secur i ty  l ight ing,  and 

expenses  for  governance commiss ion of  the  community center  annex,  a l l  o f  

which come from Ueda Ci ty .  

The wariyama ,  a l lo tment  of  exc lus ive  r ight  of  use  in  parts  o f  Mt .  Kokuzo,  i s  

an important  e lement  in  understanding character is t ics  o f  the  j i chikai .  Wariyama  

fee  re fers  to  the  charge for  use  of  mounta in  forest  land spl i t t ing  into  200  

households  in  1860  ( i .e .  o ld wariyama )  and that  into  about  2 37  households  in  

1909  ( i .e .  new wariyama ) .  Upon the  merger  with  Ueda Ci ty in  1952 ,  the  

 8 

The Kamishio j i r i  d is tr ic t  or ig inal ly  comprises  of  three  subdistr ic ts  (hamlets  

in  o ld  t imes) :  Omura,  Moto juku ,  and Araya .  There  are  Zama Shr ine  (god for  

ser icul turis ts ) ,  Kamishio j i r i  Shr ine  (god for  the  dis tr ic t ) ,  and the  house  where  

the  s ta tue  of  Buddhist  image ca l led  Kokuzo  has  been placed ( Kokuzo -do )  in  

Tofuku Temple  s i te  in  the  Kamishio j i r i  d is tr ic t .  Once a  year  the  res idents  in  

Omura have  a  duty  to  c lean s i te  o f  Zama Shrine ,  the  res idents  in  Moto juku do 

to  c lean s i te  o f  the  Kamishio j i r i  Shrine,  and the  res idents  in  Araya  do to  c lean 

the  s i te  o f  Kokuzo -do,  which i s  a  promise  in  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai .  

As  shown in  Table  1 ,  the  number  of  households  in  the  Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  

decreased from 1981 to  1992 ,  but  the  downward trend was reversed to  increase  

f rom 1993  up to  now.  Populat ion is  increas ing from 1998  to  now,  a l though i t  

decreased 1973  to  1997 .  Many apartments  have  been bui l t  and most  o f  

increas ing number  i s  thus res idents  l iv ing in  apartments .   

 Table  2  i s  change in  the  number  of  households  in  each subordinate  

neighborhood assoc ia t ion  (bu )  in  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai .  Res idents  o f  

apartment  houses  have  not  taken part  in  the  j i chikai ,  because  they must  play 

part  o f  committee  member  i f  they become members  of  the  j ichikai .  But  res idents  

of  detached houses  of  newcomers  have  taken part  o f  the  j ichikai ,  because  they 

have  responsibi l i ty  of  play part  o f  committee  members .  The  populat ion and 

number  of  households are  thus  di f ferent  in  between the  j i chikai  and the  

Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t .  

Each bu  has  di f ferent  number  of  households,  and above a l l  f i f th  bu  has  the  

smallest  number of  households .  In  2008 ,  reorganizat ion of  bu  was resolved in  

order  to  ad just  the  disproport ion of  household dis tr ibut ion among bu ,  because 

the  number of  households in  each bu  had remarkably  become lack of  balance .  

And i t  took ef fec t  in  2010 a f ter  a  t ransi t ional  per iod of  one  year ,  2009 .  With 

this  reorganizat ion,  the  number  of  households of  two bu  organizat ions was 

ad justed,  but  not  o f  the  other  f ive .  As indicated in  Table  2 ,  the  number  of  

household s  of  each bu  as  o f  2009  i s  a  f igure  that  was  a l ready adjusted:  112  for  

bu  1 ,  48  for  bu  2 ,  66  for  bu  3 ,  162  for  bu  4 ,  and 59  for  bu5 .  However ,  the  bu  5  

re fused the  reorganizat ion and i ts  f igure  consis ts  o f  i t s  longt ime members .  

Among the  bu  organizat ions ,  o nly  f i f th  bu  i s  a  s ingle  hamlet  and has  i t s  own 

assembly hal l .  
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2.  Budget  o f  the  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  
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re levant  member houses .  For  agr icul tura l  land a l lo tments ,  only households  

owning port ion s of  cul t ivat ing f ie ld  are  charged per  year .  The membership fee  
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fee  re fers  to  the  charge for  use  of  mounta in  forest  land spl i t t ing  into  200  
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The Kamishio j i r i  d is tr ic t  or ig inal ly  comprises  of  three  subdistr ic ts  (hamlets  
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household s  of  each bu  as  o f  2009  i s  a  f igure  that  was  a l ready adjusted:  112  for  

bu  1 ,  48  for  bu  2 ,  66  for  bu  3 ,  162  for  bu  4 ,  and 59  for  bu5 .  However ,  the  bu  5  

re fused the  reorganizat ion and i ts  f igure  consis ts  o f  i t s  longt ime members .  

Among the  bu  organizat ions ,  o nly  f i f th  bu  i s  a  s ingle  hamlet  and has  i t s  own 

assembly hal l .  
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For the  assoc ia t ion 's  spec ia l  account ,  an  operat ion fund of  the  Kamishio j i r i  

J ichikai ,  fund from Chubu Electr ic  Power Company ,  funds for  Kakeguchi  

I rr igat ion Water  Group and pumping vehic le  replacement  are  recorded.  For  the  

operat ion fund,  Chubu Electr ic  Power  Company pays  a  ground rent  for  i t s  

ut i l i ty  poles  located inside the  communal  land of  mounta in  once in  every three  

years .  The  amount  of  the  Kakeguchi  I rr igat ion  Water  Assoc iat ion  accounts  for  

proceeds  f rom sa le  of  land owned by the  Kakeguchi  I rr igat ion  Water  

Assoc ia t ion.  The amount  of  pumping vehic le  replacement  represents  the  

amount  provided by  the  8 th  squad of  the  f i re  br igade in  Ueda Large  Regional  

Assoc ia t ion (Ueda  Chi ik i  Ko ik i  Rengo ) ,  f inancia l ly  supported by f ive  

munic ipal i t ie s :  Ueda Ci ty,  Togyo Ci ty ,  Nagawa Town,  Sakaki  Town,  Aoki  

Vi l lage .  The  assoc ia t ion  supports  purchase  of  a  pumping vehic le  needed by the  

squad.  The  assoc iat ion ,  be ing set  up in  1998  (succeeding organizat ion  

or iginal ly  organized in  1971) ,  managed also  garbage  in  f ive  areas .  

 Ueda Ci ty  l i s ted ‘main  act iv i t ies  o f  a  ne ighborhood associa t ion ’  shown in  

Document  4 .  The  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  i s  engaged in  a l l  o f  the  ac t ivi t ies .  The  

major i ty  of  expense i tems  of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  spent  for  i t s  

adminis trat ive  ro les  i s  recorded as  ‘adminis tra t ive  expenses , ’  for  management  

and maintenance of  the  community center  annex ,  assembly hal ls  and o utdoor  

securi ty  l ights .  Other  expenses  inc luding ‘copy machine  lease  payment’  and 

‘c i ty  water  and sewage fees’  are  cost  for  shared use  of  fac i l i t ies .  ‘Pumping 

s ta t ion management  expenses ’  and ‘management  and commiss ion of  Miroku-do ’  

are  a  k ind of  management  and maintenance  of  cooperat iv i ty  der ived from 

former Kamishio j i r i  v i l lage  in  the  Edo era .  

 The cost  assoc ia ted with  ‘pumping vehic le  replacement ’  s ta ted as  part  o f  the  

burden charge and money drawn for  the  f i re  br igade in  the  f i re  sa fe ty and 

securi ty  expenses  i s  a  part  o f  expenses  for  i t s  adminis tra t ive  roles .  ‘Senior  

c i t izen gather ing,  medic ine ,  and exchange opportuni t ies ’  c lass i f ied  as  wel fare  

and heal th  expenses  are  expenses  spent  for  the  e lder ly  and the  e lder ly  l iving  

a lone ,  e tc .  

 ’Kamishio j i r i  Annex’s  ac t iv i ty  subsid y ,  youth development  soc ie ty  subsid y,  

E lder ly Group (Fukuju-ka i )  subsidy,  landscape conservat ion  act ivi ty  expense ,  
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ownership of  the  mounta in  land ca l led wariyama  was  t ransferred to  Ueda Ci ty . 4  

However ,  a f t er  the  merger  the  users  of  wariyama  cont inue  to  pay 100  JPY as  

wariyama  fee  to  the  j ichikai .  I t  i s  sa id that  any t roubles  have not  ar isen  as  the  

membership fee  i s  so  cheap.  The  number  of  households  paying membership fee 

i s  decreas ing from 2 45  in  1987  to  212  in  2007,  to  206  in  2011,  and to  197  in  201 5 .  

There  have been increas ing  the  number of  the  members  not  paying the  wariyama  

fee  s ince  a lmost  a l l  members  do  not  ac tual ly  use  the  wariyama  forest  s ince  1980s .  

On the  other  hand ,  the  i tems of  expenditure  s ta ted in  ‘Management  fees ’  in  

Table  3  inc lude  the  genera l  a f fa i rs  commiss ion a l lowance for  the  neighborhood 

assoc ia t ion  from Ueda Ci ty ,  community  ac t iv i ty  subsidies ,  outdoor  securi ty  

l ight  ut i l i ty  grants ,  outdoor  securi ty  l ight  construct ion grants  and the  

community  center  annex management  commiss ion a l lowance ,  which are 

compensat ions for  ful f i l lment  of  the  adminis tra t ive  ro les  of  the  Kamishio j i r i  

J ichikai .   

There  are  a lso  payments  for  the  maintenance  costs  o f  the  communal  

mounta in forest  and sa toyama  mounta in road .  The  forest  committee  members  

and board members  have to  c lean the  boundary  s i te  between Kamishio j i r i  

Dis tr ic t  and Nanjo  Distr ic t ,  based on the  contact  between  both dis tr ic ts .  The  

large  area  of  land  cannot  be  spl i t  into  members ,  be ing  ca l led  the  communal  

forest  (kyoyurin )  in  the  Kamishio j i r i . 5   

The j ichikai  made the  rule  on the  wariyama  and the  communal  forest  in  

‘Kamish io j i r i  J i ch ika i  War iyama/  Kyoyur in  Ki te i  (Rule  on Wariyama  and the  

Communal  Forest  in  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai ) ’  in  1989 .  The  members  us ing the  

wariyama  or  the  communal  forest  must  pay the  fee  to  the  j ichikai  on  the  bas is  

o f  this  ru le .  The  rules  are  re f lec t ion of  publ ic  interests  developed based on the  

Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  as  a  community,  a l though i t  i s  not  o ld  v i l lage - l ike  

cooperat iv i ty .  

 ’Maintenance  cost  o f  sa toyama  mountain  road’  recorded in  the  i tem ‘Payment  

for  mounta in forest ’  might  have fe l l  under  expenses  for  v i l lage - l ike  

cooperat iv i ty  expenses  in  the  past .  Today,  as  tour is ts  v is i t  to  see  the  landscape 

of  the  dis tr ic t  and mounta in  hikers  c l imb the  mounta ins ,  the  expenses  are  for  

maintenance  of  routes  for  such vis i tors .  This  i s  a  service  act iv i ty  of  the  j i chikai  

to  preserve natura l  and soc ia l  c i rcumstances .  
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For the  assoc ia t ion 's  spec ia l  account ,  an  operat ion fund of  the  Kamishio j i r i  
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‘c i ty  water  and sewage fees’  are  cost  for  shared use  of  fac i l i t ies .  ‘Pumping 

s ta t ion management  expenses ’  and ‘management  and commiss ion of  Miroku-do ’  

are  a  k ind of  management  and maintenance  of  cooperat iv i ty  der ived from 

former Kamishio j i r i  v i l lage  in  the  Edo era .  

 The cost  assoc ia ted with  ‘pumping vehic le  replacement ’  s ta ted as  part  o f  the  

burden charge and money drawn for  the  f i re  br igade in  the  f i re  sa fe ty and 
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and heal th  expenses  are  expenses  spent  for  the  e lder ly  and the  e lder ly  l iving  

a lone ,  e tc .  

 ’Kamishio j i r i  Annex’s  ac t iv i ty  subsid y ,  youth development  soc ie ty  subsid y,  
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advisors  was  19  a t  the  t ime of  the  f i rs t  i ssue  in  2000.  

 The group's  ac t iv i t ies  to  research on his tory  of  the  loca l  community  and 

dis tr ibute  research f indings  in  a  form of  n ewslet ter  to  a l l  member households  

of  the  j i chikai  provide  opportuni t ies  to  deepen understanding of  the  

Kamishio j i r i  ident i ty  as  a  community .  Having sa id  that ,  I  can  indicate  that  o ld  

res idents  s t rongly  fe l t  new comers  needed to  have  an  interest  in  the  

Kamishio j i r i  d is tr ic t ,  as  the  number of  new comers  was  increas ing around 199 4  

when the  Konjaku  no  ka i  was  set  up .  

 

3.  Land Task  Force  in  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ich ika i   

In  response  to  construct ion of  a  bypass  and a  Nagano Shinkansen,  the  

Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  es tabl ished a  land task  force  to  develop s tandards  for  

land pr ic ing and negotia t ion with  re levant  developers .  This  sec t ion descr ibes  

how this  task  force  worked.  

 In  response  to  the  road expansion and Shinkansen pro jec t ,  the  Kamishio j i r i  

J ichikai  organized the  Land Task Force  within the  j i chikai ,  bes ides  the  Land 

Owners '  Assoc ia t ion,  in  order  to  ensure  t rading of  land at  fa i r  pr ices  among 

land owners  and mediate  between part ies  for  land replot t ing.  F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  

responses  of  the  neighborhood assoc iat ion  to  construct ion of  the  Ueda Bypass ,  

s tar t ing in  1970 's  are  as  descr ibed below.  As  the  f i rs t -phase  construct ion of  the  

Ueda Bypass  was to  a f fec t  an area  between Ueda Ci ty and an intersect ion in  

the  Kamishio j i r i ,  the  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion organized the  

Kamishio j i r i  Bypass  Task Force  a f ter  the  construct ion pro jec t  was approved in  

1972 .  Object ives  of  the  task  force  were  s ta ted as  ‘1 .  defending land owners '  

interests  and requests  to  the  maximum extent  and 2 .  g iv ing focused 

considerat ion on cross ing with dai ly  service  roads ,  construct ion of  byways,  

ra inwater  measures  ins ide the  bypass  s i te ,  and environmenta l  care ,  e tc .  

Agreement  was  made through 7 -year  consul ta t ion and the  construct ion was  

commenced by the  Minis try of  Construct ion in  1980’  (Kamish io j i r i  no  Kon jaku ,  

Vol .  21 ,  2006) .  Land acquis i t ion for  the  Ueda Bypass  construct ion was  s tar ted 

in  1979  and completed in  1988 .  Land replot t ing was  conducted in  the  phase  of  
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athlet ic  fes t ival  expense ,  S tudy Group on Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  History  

(Kamish io j i r i  Konjaku  no  Ka i )  subsidy,  and Shio j i r i  Elementary  School  PTA 

subsidy’  as  part  o f  cul tura l  expenses  are  most ly  subsidies  for  cul tura l  act iv i t ies  

by loca l  groups and they should a lso  be  considered as  part  o f  adminis tra t i on .  

Only  landscape conservat ion  act iv i ty  committee  got  a  subsidy from the j ichikai  

only  during the  per iod f inancia l ly  supported by Ueda Ci ty .  The j ichikai  d id  

not  pay a  subsidy for  long t ime ,  and the  committee  s tops  i t s  ac t iv i t ies .  

 The neighborhood assoc ia t ion  co l laborat ion burden charge ,  the  subordinate  

neighborhood associat ion (bu )  subsidies ,  Ueda Ci ty  socia l  wel fare  fees ,  human 

r ights  and soc ia l  integrat ion promotion burden charge s ,  Green Fund/Red 

Cross/Probat ion Assoc ia t ion burden charge s  c lass i f ied  as  burden charges are  

a lso  expenses  for  ac t ivi t ies  o f  sor t  o f  adminis tra t i on .  

I tems not  indicated in  Table  4  inc lude contr ibution for  a  Shinto  r i tual  (sa i re i -

s insen-ryo )  and Kamishio j i r i  memorial  service  burden charge s .  The former i s  an  

expense  for  the  head of  the  neighborhood associa t ion  to  part ic ipate  in  a  

Shinto 's  r i tua l  held  in  an external  shr ine  and the  lat ter  i s  a  burden charge  for  

a  memoria l  service  for  war dead from the Shio j i r i  region  (Akiwa,  Kamishio j i r i  

and Shimoshio j i r i  Dis tr ic ts ) .  

At  the  end of  this  sec t ion,  an out l ine  of  the  Study Group on Kamishio j i r i  

Dis tr ic t  History  should be  provided as  ac t iv i t ies  o f  th is  group are  worth  

explor ing.  In  Fal l  1993 ,  the  Kamishio j i r i  Annex  s tar ted to  engage  in  a  l i fe  

improvement  pro jec t  and members  of  a  new se lec t ion committee  for  promoting 

his tor ical  d iscover ies  were  appointed.  In  1994 ,  they planned to  conduct  a  f ive -

year  research on four  topics :  h is tor ic  places ,  Shinto  and Buddhist  temples ,  

roadways,  and legend/fo lklore .  The  Study Group on the  Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  

History  was  thus  organized as  a  team for  promotion of  the  his tor ic  research in  

the  Kamishio j i r i .  The f i rs t  i ssue of  the  Kamishio j i r i  no  Konjaku  was  publ ished on 

July  1 ,  2000.  The  la test  i ssue  of  the  publ icat ion is  Vol .  5 7 ,  May 1  2018 .  In  the  

paper  the  members  noted fo lk ceremonies ,  h is tor ical  matters ,  natura l  

c i rcumstance ,  and members ’  memories  in  the  Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t .  The  Study 

Group on the  Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  History  (Konjaku no  ka i )  rece ives  a  cer ta in  

fund from the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  as  a  subsidy for  i t s  ac t iv i t ies ,  a l though i t  

i s  not  the  same amount  every year .  The  number  of  i t s  members  including 
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advisors  was  19  a t  the  t ime of  the  f i rs t  i ssue  in  2000.  
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ra inwater  measures  ins ide the  bypass  s i te ,  and environmenta l  care ,  e tc .  
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commenced by the  Minis try of  Construct ion in  1980’  (Kamish io j i r i  no  Kon jaku ,  

Vol .  21 ,  2006) .  Land acquis i t ion for  the  Ueda Bypass  construct ion was  s tar ted 

in  1979  and completed in  1988 .  Land replot t ing was  conducted in  the  phase  of  
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Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  f i led a  number of  pet i t ions to  Ueda Ci ty .  For  example ,  the  

Kamishio j i r i  j i chikai  submit ted a  pet i t ion  document  to  a  major  of  Ueda Ci ty  in  

1979 .  S ince  2011 pet i t ion recept ion windows were  consol idated into  the  Ci t izen 

Part ic ipat ion & Cooperat ion Promotion Divis ion ,  Ueda Ci ty .  As  a  rule ,  

pet i t ions  had been  grouped into  those  to  the  j i chikai  and the  others .  S ince  2011,  

the  Ci t izen Part ic ipat ion & Cooperat ion Promotion Divis ion has  rece ived a l l  

pet i t ions  and dis tr ibuted documents  to  re levant  groups;  now there  i s  no  need 

for  segregat ing pet i t ions for  ne ighborhood assoc iat ion  and the  others .  As  for  

the  t imel ine ,  pet i t ions  are  introduced in  Ju ly  of  each year  and an in i t ia l  

response i s  provided in  ear ly  September .  Then deta i l s  o f  submiss ion by each 

subordinate  neig hborhood assoc ia t ion  are  invest igated by re levant  groups and 

the  f inal  response i s  provided in  Apri l  or  May.  During the  invest igat ion per iod,  

feas ib i l i t ies  must  be  examined careful ly  in  considerat ion of  budgetary  

constra ints .  

 The reason why the  form of  re quest  had been changed,  as  descr ibed above,  

i s  that  Ueda Ci ty  encouraged people  to  part ic ipate  the  process  of  the  pol icy -

making .  I t  se t  the  ordinance  of  the  autonomy of  the  c i t izens  in  2011  which the  

c i ty  and c i t izens cooperates  to  govern local  area  by themselves .  Before  that ,  i t  

had set  Ueda Area  Counci l  ( Ueda  Chi ik i  Kyogika i )  such as  Ueda Se ibu Area  

Counci l  ( inc luded the  Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t )  and so  on a l l  over  the  c i ty  in  2006.  

This  i s  a  counci l  where  representat ives  of  the  res idents  discuss  each local  

development ,  adding to  the  j i chikai  system.  I  can  f ind that  t he  change in  the  

form of  the  request  was  based on the  change in  the  bas ic  pol icy  idea  of  Ueda 

Ci ty .  

To compare contents  and the  form of  requests  o f  2016 ,  le t ’ s  take  a  look a t  

contents  of  pet i t ions  submit ted by a  head of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  in  1979 .  

I t  i s  shown in  Document  5 .  A head of  the  j ichikai  noted the  fol lows:  ‘we do  give  

our  thanks to  Ueda Ci ty  for  that  you have  endeavored to  usual ly  conduct  

adminis trat ive  a l l  matters ’  in  1979 .  This  express  i s  the  form of  pet i t ion  and is  

not  that  o f  request .   

The correspondence of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  for  members ’  requests  i s  as  

fo l lows.  F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  the  paper  of  request  co mes from Ueda Ci ty .  And then the  
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foundat ion development .  

The Ueda Bypass  construct ion of  the  sec t ion between the  Ka mishio j i r i  

intersect ion and the  Ueda Ohashi  Br idge  was  resolved in  1999 and completed 

in  2009 .  At  th is  t ime,  many land owners  preferred to  have a  replacement  land 

and the  task  force  made appropria te  land arrangement  accordingly .  Land 

replot t ing  was  conduct ed by means  of  land rearrangement .  

 Subsequent ly ,  the  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  conducted land 

negot ia t ions in  re la t ion to  the  Shinkansen construct ion.  For  the  Takasaki -

Nagano sect ion of  the  Hokuriku Shinkansen,  a  land task  force  was  organized 

in  the  previous  year  of  1989 's  commencement  of  the  construct ion to  address  

impacts  o f  the  Shinkansen construct ion.  The task  force  conducted a  wide -scale  

survey to  co l lec t  opinions  f rom stakeholders .  The  task  force 's  operat ions  wer e  

general ly  conducted in  v iew of  the  ra ised land pr ices  and secur ing fa i rness .  

Land negot ia t ions were  not  direc t ly  conducted by the  task force  but  the  land 

owner  group within  the  task  force .  The  Shinkansen task  force  was  dismissed in  

Spr ing 2013.  

 As I  mentioned before ,  ownership of  the  wariyama  forest  land was  t ransferred 

to  Ueda Ci ty  in  1954 ,  but  the  land surface  r ights  (Chi joken )  were  mainta ined by 

the  wariyama  users  and such r ights  were  so ld  for  the  Shinkansen construct ion 

pro jec t .  

Then,  for  the  extension of  Gotanda-Araya  l ine  south  of  the  nat ional  road  

route  18 ,  a  land task force  was  organized in  2007 .  In  th is  case ,  a  land owner  

assoc ia t ion was  organized bes ides  the  task  force ,  and individual  land owners  

consul ted with  Ueda Ci ty .  Al though the  pr i ce  of  agr icul tura l  land was  

decreased to  one th ird of  the  pr ice  a t  the  t ime of  the  Nagano Shinkansen pro jec t ,  

many owners  of  agr icultura l  land  intended to  se l l  and there  were  no  owners 

who voluntar i ly  request  subst i tute  agr icultura l  land.  The  task  force  wa s  

formal ly  organized  but  the  land owner  assoc ia t ion negotia ted  with the  Ueda 

Ci ty  substant ia l ly .  

 

4.  Form of  Reques t  o f  the  J i ch ika i  to  Local  Government  

Since  the  Showa merger  in  1952  unt i l  2011  a f ter  the  Heisei  merger  a t  2008 ,  the  
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the  Heise i  merger  of  Ueda Ci ty  on March 2006  were  ‘pet i t ion’  and 

‘apprec ia t ion ’ .  After  the  merger ,  however ,  the  word ‘pet i t ion ’  changed to  

‘ request . ’  This  change is  der ived from the  pol icy  that  the  Minis try  of  Internal  

Affairs  and Communicat ions  that  has  promoted the  pol i t ica l  part ic ipat ion and 

se l f -governance  of  res idents  through col laborat ions  between local  munic ipal  

government  and res idents  of  the  j ichikai .  

 The members  of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  were  dissat is f ied  with  a  respon se  

f rom Ueda City  on some aspects .  The  largest  o ld  hamlet  ca l led  Omura in  the  

Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  i s  located in  c lose  proximity of  Mt.  Kokuzo,  and s lope  

land in  the  area ,  be ing exposed with  the  r i sk  of  landsl ip ,  are  des ignated as  

Sediment  Disaster  Prone Areas .  Between 2011  and 2016 ,  eros ion contro l  works 

were  conducted as  a  Nagano Prefecture 's  pro jec t  in  the  s tream ca l led  

Udotsusawa in  t he  Kamishio j i r i .  However ,  t he  board members  were  s ta ted by 

Ueda City  that  there  are  some other  areas  with  high r isk  of  rockfa l l s  but  

construct ion of  guard fence  to  prevent  rockfa l l s  cannot  be  s tar ted.  

  Furthermore ,  t rees  of  Mt .  Kokuzo had fa l len  down by intense  wind and ra in  

in  autumn 2017 .  A head of  the  j ichikai  asked the  of f ic ia ls  o f  Ueda Ci ty  to  c lean 

fa l len t rees ,  but  they repl ied him ‘we cannot  c lean them because the  t rees  were  

pr ivate  assets ’ .  In  the  end of  negot ia t ion Ueda  Ci ty only  paid  the  cost  o f  

c leaning fa l len  t rees  and did  not  pay anything except  i t .  However ,  what  Ueda 

Ci ty paid only the  cost  o f  c leaning fa l len t rees  shows that  Ueda Ci ty  hopes to  

be  in  good re la t ionship with  the  j ichikai .   

 The organizat ion of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  i s  a lmost  the  same of  the  

organizat ion of  autonomous disaster  prevent ion  ( j i shu-bosa i - sosh ik i )  which  had 

been organized in  the  1960s  a t  f i rs t .  Further ,  the  loca l  munic ipal  government  

has  asked every j ichikai  to  care  e lderly  people  l iv ing a lone  in  the  dis tr ic t  when 

disasters  occurred.  As  mentioned above,  the  j ichikai  takes  a  role  as  the  smallest  

part  o f  the  loca l  governmenta l  adminis tra t ion.  For  that  reason,  the  loca l  

governmenta l  adminis tra t ion i s  supposed to  respond requests  f rom every 

j ichikai .   
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head of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  del ivers  that  message  to  a l l  the  members .  F i rs t ,  

the  members  having requests  br ing  i t  to  a  head of  the  subordinate  

neighborhood associat ion ( bu )  that  they belong to ,  and then  each head bring i t  

to  the  head of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai .  The head of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  

and board members  discuss  every i ssue together  and direct ly  go to  invest iga te  

a l l  spots  requested.  After  that  invest igat ion,  board member s  make a  dec is ion 

to  c lass i fy  a l l  i ssues  into  severa l  parts :  i ssues  need to  be  submit ted for  Ueda 

Ci ty ,  i ssues  board members  deal  with by themselves ,  i ssues  that  the  

Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  g ives  documents  to  the  pet i t ioner ,  ones  need to  continue  

to  make an observance ,  and issues  i s  per sonal  as  i t  i s  personal  goods .  At  las t  

board member s  se lected only  i ssues need to  be  requested and the  head of  the  

Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  submit  i t  to  Ueda Ci ty  unti l  the  end of  July  every year .   

Document  6  i s  the  requests  that  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  submit ted to  the  

Ueda Ci ty  in  2016 .  The  J ichikai  rece ived f i f ty  one i ssues  f rom the  res idents  a t  

f i rs t .  And then the  execut ive  leaders  of  the  J ichikai  d iscussed to  end up e ight  

i ssues .  F inal ly ,  they brought  f our  requests  to  Ueda Ci ty  among those  l i s ted in  

Document  6  :  No.  1 ,  2 ,  4  and 7 .  Responses  of  Ueda Ci ty to  the  pet i t ions are  as  

fo l lows.  I f  the  j i chikai  and land owner s  could recognize  how to  repair  that  

Ueda Ci ty  responses ,  i t  conducts  to  repair  part ly .  Ueda Ci ty submits  publ ic  

sa fe ty  commiss ion (pol ice) .  Ueda Ci ty  f in ished conduct ing.  

In  the  form of  a  wri t ten request  f rom the Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood 

Assoc ia t ion ,  the  term ‘pet i t ion ’  was not  used  and i t  was  replaced with the  term 

‘request . ’  People  submit  r equests  to  Ueda City ,  grouped into  categor ies  of  c ivi l  

services ,  outdoor  secur i ty  l ight ing,  community  center  annex fac i l i ty  

construct ion/ant i -se ismic  re inforcement ,  f i re  c is tern  /hydrant ,  support ive  

operat ions  for  f i re - f ight ing,  and others ,  and then submit ted to  re levant  groups.  

For  example ,  the  pr ior i ty ,  request  year ,  operat ion descript ion,  request  

descr ipt ion,  any need for  land acquis i t ion,  agreement  of  ne ighboring re s idents ,  

and agreement  with loca l  land improvement  pro jec t  burden charge  are  required 

to  be  f i l led in  a  request  form.  The c ivi l  co l laborat ion sect ion rece ives  requests  

f rom the Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  and is  capable  of  promptly  

proceeding with  urgent  requests .  

In  contract  wi th  the  current  requests ,  the  core  concepts  of  pet i t ions  before  
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the  Heise i  merger  of  Ueda Ci ty  on March 2006  were  ‘pet i t ion’  and 
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j ichikai .   
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apartment  cannot  enter  into  the  j i chikai  because  they tend to  move out  eas i ly .  

The  f igures  of  bo th  the  j ichikai  member ’s  and res idents ’  populat ion are  

therefore  di f ferent .  This  aspect  can be  found in  some j i chikais  in  the  whole  

country .  

Second,  the  ceremony of  entrance  into  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  i s  that  a  

newcomer  greets  with  sake  in  the  annual  party  of  the  bu .  The  bu  i s  very  

important  organizat ion because the  member has  so l idar i ty  and i t  has  or iginal  

budget  to  do  act iv i ty .  In  the  case  of  Kamishio j i r i  j i chikai  the  bu  i s  not  a  

subordinate  organizat ion of  the  j i chikai  but  a  re la t ive l y  autonomous 

organizat ion.  In  th is  sense  i t  i s  correct  that  the  Kamishio j i r i  j i chikai  composes  

of  a l l iance  of  the  autonomous bu .  Every bu  has  or iginal  f lag ,  which i s  very rare  

in  the  whole  country .  This  fac t  impl ies  that  the  bu  i s  re la t ive ly  autonomous.   

Third ,  the  term of  a  head has  been  substant ia l ly  changed into  two years ,  one  

term from 2015 .  I t  has  been  held regardless  years  before  that .  This  fac t ,  recent ly ,  

i s  incl ined to  be  r ig idly kept  in  to ta l  Ueda Ci ty .   

Fourth ,  as  far  as  I  analyze  the  revenues  and expenses  of  the  budget  in  the  

Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai ,  I  indicate  the  character is t ics  as  fo l lows.  I t  f inancia l ly  

supports  groups  which members  of  the  j i chikai  se t  up :  an  e lderly  group,  sports  

groups,  women’s  hobby groups,  and others .  In  part icular ,  i t  supports  

Kamishio j i r i  Konjaku  no  Kai  seeking for  the  Kamishio j i r i  h is tory  to  publ ish the  

or iginal  paper .  The  paper  i s  not  a  regular  paper  of  the  j i chikai ,  s ince  i t  does  

not  deal  wi th the  j i chikai  so  much but  h is tor ies  of  the  Kamishio j i r i  d is tr ic t .  I t  

might  be  sa id  this  group’s  act iv i t ies  reproduce  to  make the  res idents  in  the  

Kamishio j i r i  have ident i ty  of  a  community .   

F i f th ,  the  ac t iv i t ies  o f  Shr ine  Consul ta t ive  Committee  and Tofuku Temple  

Preservat ion Committee  are  not  separated from the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai .  This  

i s  rare  case  because  i t  i s  usual  in  Japan that  the  j ichikai  i s  not  today re lated to  

the  matter  o f  re l ig ion.  The j ichikai  make s the  organizat ion of  f inancia l  

supporters  for  the  Tofuku Temple ,  who are  not  regular  member .  I  emphasize  

this  group has  been  formed by the  j i chikai ,  which  mean s  that  the  donat ion to  

the  temple  i s  compulsory  to  the  member  of  the  j ichikai .   

S ixth ,  the  communal  work of  the  j ichikai  has  remained  at  the  present  s tage .  

 18 

5.  Conc lus ions  

The Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Associat ion  ( J ichikai )  has  newly made rule :  

purpose,  name,  membership,  board members ,  member ’s  r ight  and duty,  number 

of  board members  such as  a  head,  a  v ice  head,  and j i ch ika i -g i in ,  how to  e lec t  a  

head or  so ,  and other  i tems.  Before  198 9  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  d id not  have  

the  wri t ten rule ,  a l though i t  impl ic i t ly  has  the  unwri t ten  rule .   

The main character is t ics  are  to  dec ide on terms of  service  of  a  head,  j i ch ika i -

g i in  and others .  The  age  of  a  voter  i s  over  20  and that  o f  persons  who have  

e l ig ib i l i ty  for  e lec t ion i s  over  25 .  Further ,  the  roles  of  the  meet ings  of  gi in-ka i  

and daig i in -ka i  a re  separated def in i te ly .  I  could indicate  t he  above mentioned 

contents  are  the  same as  before  1989 .  

  The  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  i s  composed of  two inst i tut ions :  

yakuin-ka i  as  a  meet ing of  board  members  and daig i in -ka i  as  a  dec is ion-making 

body.  The  former i s  composed of  the  j i ch i ka i -g i in ,  9  people ,  and the  la t ter  i s  the  

daig i in ,  31  people ,  both  being apart  f rom the  head,  the  v ice  head,  and the  

t reasurer  of  the  j ichikai .  

The  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  has  or iginal  budget  and dec is ion -making to  use  i t .  

Bes ides ,  i t  has  an  or iginal  f lag,  which shows i t  has  funct ion of  unity  as  a  

community .  The  fac t  can be  found in  many j i chikais  in  Ueda Ci ty ,  a l though 

being  very  rare  compared to  other  j ichikais  in  the  whole  co untry .  

The j i chikai  comprises  of  dual  layered s tructure  of  the  j ichikai  and the  bu .  

The subordinate  neighborhood assoc ia t ion  (bu )  sends  the  representat ives  of  

each committee  of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai ,  be ing board  members .  The  bu  has  

or iginal  budget  and or iginal  f lag ,  which means  the  res idents  of  the  bu  have an 

ident i ty  of  bu community .   

Above a l l ,  I  can  indicate  main  character is t ics  o f  the  j ichikai .  As  i t  i s  much 

the  same in  every j ichikai ,  the  loca l  government  provides  a  fee  to  the  j ichikai ,  

a l though i t  i s  formal ly to  provide  i t  to  a  head of  the  j i chikai .  The loca l  

government  and the  j ichikai  thus  have  the  re la t ionship of  mutual  he lp .  Further ,  

the  uni t  to  enter  into  the  j i chikai  i s  a  household,  and there  i s  not  g iven weigh t  

to  individual i ty  in  the  j i chikai .  These  aspects  have  been indicated by scholars .  

Then,  I  indicate  unique character is t ics  o f  the  j i chikai .  F i rs t ,  res idents  of  
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col lec ts  requests  f rom the res idents  l iv ing in  the  bu ,  and secondly  the  meet ing  

of  board  members  of  the  j i chikai  se lec ts  a l l  requests  to  submit  to  Ueda Ci ty .  

This  way is  unique compared with  other  neighboring  j i chikais .   

  F inal ly ,  I  consider  organizat ion and act iv i t ies  o f  the  j i chikai  f rom the  point  

o f  v iew of  funct ional  separat ion.  The  j ichikai  or  the  chonaikai  has  autonomous  

funct ion as  wel l  as  funct ion of  the  smal lest  adminis tra t ive  part ,  as  i t  has  been 

already c lar i f ied  (Kurasawa and Akimoto  1990) .  I  account  for  change and 

continui ty  in  funct ion of  autonomy of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  f rom 1989  to  

2018 ,  f rom the  v iewpoint  o f  funct ional  separat ion  of  the  j ichikai .   

Almost  a l l  funct ions have not  been changed in  the  j ichikai .  Above a l l  o thers ,  

major  changes are  the  fo l lowings .  The  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  organized Land 

Task Force  committee  for  Ueda Bypass  construct ion  in  1972  and for  the  

Shinkansen construct ion in  1988 .  I  can expla in  that  these  committees  are  

interpreted as  funct ional  separat ion of  the  j i chikai ,  because the  j ichikai  has 

whole  funct ions ,  such as  resource  management  of  land or  anything in  dis tr ic t  

(Nakata  1993) .  Al though the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  d id  organize  spec ia l  

committee  for  Gotanda -Araya  l ine  extension  s tar ted from 2007,  i t  did  not  work 

but  land owners  assoc ia t ion or  land owners  did work substant ia l ly .  

Furthermore,  this  means  that  the  ro le  of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  in  land 

management  changed recent ly .   

The Kamishio j i r i  Konjaku no  Ka i ,  organized in  1994 ,  i s  a  group to  invest igate 

a  his tory of  the  Kamishio j i r i .  The group is  not  organized as  a  committee  ins ide  

the  j ichikai  but  a  group outs ide  i t .  I t  might  be  sa id  that  the  ac t ivi ty  of  the  

group encourages  a l l  members  of  the  j ichikai  to  have  ident i ty  of  a  community  

of  the  Kamishio j i r i  because  the  paper  that  i t  i ssues  descr ibes  h istor ies  of  the  

Kamishio j i r i ;  i t  i s  not  the  newslet ter  o f  the  j ichikai ,  a l though i t  has  been 

f inancia l ly  supported by the  j ichikai .   

As  far  as  I  recognize  the  reason why three  j ichikais  (Kamishio j i r i ,  Akiwa,  

and Shimoshio j i r i )  bui l t  C ommunity  Promotion Co unci l  in  1982 ,  which was  

promoted by the  present  Minis try  of  Internal  Affairs  and Communicat ions  ( the  

former  Minis try  of  Home Affairs ) ,  one of  major  backgrounds was  an  increas ing 

number of  newcomers .  As mentioned above,  I  real ize  that  the  members  of  the  
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The Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  organiz ed Land Task Forces  to  face  bypass  

construct ion and Shinkansen construct ion to  deal  with  everything occurred by  

the  construct ions.  The  Land Task Forces  organized in  the  j i chikai  does  

communal  work s ,  a l though i t  i s  not  v i l lage  community  in  Edo era  or  Mei j i  era .  

The main  reason could be  rea l ized to  success  was  th e  ac t iv i ty  of  the  committee  

was  leaded by the  head of  the  Kamishio j i r i  Neighborhood Assoc ia t ion  for  ten  

pears ,  as  wel l  as  heads of  local  i r r igat ion organizat ions,  and a  member  of  the  

munic ipal  assembl y for  long t imes .  These  ac t ions  of  the  j ichikai  are  able  to  be  

expla ined as  autonomous funct ion of  the  j ichikai .  However ,  The Kamishio j i r i  

J ichikai  organized Land Task Forces  in  Gotanda -Araya  Line  construct ion in  

2005  but  did not  work wel l .  The landowners  bui ld  the  committee  of  landowners  

and each landowner  respect ive ly  negotia ted with  Ueda Ci ty .  

On the  other  hand,  t he  wariyama  members  continue to  pay  100  JPY to  the  

j ichikai  every year ,  a l though the  ownerships  of  the  wariyama  had been handed 

over  the  Ueda Ci ty in  the  t ime of  the  Showa Merger  of  Shio j i r i  Vi l lage  and Ueda 

Ci ty in  1952. 4  However ,  the  number  of  payers  i s  decreas ing because  they do  

not  use  t rees  in  the  wariyama .  There  have been appear ing some of  members  not  

paying  wariyama  fee  to  the  j ichikai .   

Another  case  i s  that  forest  committee  members  and board  members  c lean in  

the  boundary  area  of  the  communal  between the  Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  ( the  

present  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai )  and the  Nanjo  Property  Distr ic t  ( the  present  

Nanjo  Product ive  Forest  Assoc ia t ion)  every year ,  based on the  agreement  tha t  

both  dis tr ic ts  had each other  in  1961  a t  las t  a f ter  the  long dispute .  The  

Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  pays  labor  charge  to  forest  committee  members  and board  

members .  This  i s  one  of  the  communal  works  of  the  j ichikai .  Here  I  just  indicate  

the  fac t  and I  wi l l  expla in i t  in  deta i l s  in  another  paper .  

Seventh ,  the  request  form of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  for  Ueda Ci ty  was  

changed from a  pet i t ion to  a  request .  This  change shows that  the  Kamishio j i r i  

J ichikai  becomes to  be  more autonomous than before .  I  found this  change by 

the  fac t  that  the  j ichikai  negot iated with s tuf fs  o f  Ueda Ci ty on c leaning up 

mounta inous  t rees  fa l len  by strong ra in and wind in  2017.   

Furthermore,  the  way that  the  j ichikai  col lec ts  requests  f rom res idents  to  

submit  to  Ueda Ci ty  consists  o f  two phases :  f i rs t ly  a  representat ive  of  bu  
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col lec ts  requests  f rom the res idents  l iv ing in  the  bu ,  and secondly  the  meet ing  
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whole  funct ions ,  such as  resource  management  of  land or  anything in  dis tr ic t  

(Nakata  1993) .  Al though the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  d id  organize  spec ia l  

committee  for  Gotanda -Araya  l ine  extension  s tar ted from 2007,  i t  did  not  work 

but  land owners  assoc ia t ion or  land owners  did work substant ia l ly .  

Furthermore,  this  means  that  the  ro le  of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  in  land 

management  changed recent ly .   

The Kamishio j i r i  Konjaku no  Ka i ,  organized in  1994 ,  i s  a  group to  invest igate 

a  his tory of  the  Kamishio j i r i .  The group is  not  organized as  a  committee  ins ide  

the  j ichikai  but  a  group outs ide  i t .  I t  might  be  sa id  that  the  ac t ivi ty  of  the  

group encourages  a l l  members  of  the  j ichikai  to  have  ident i ty  of  a  community  

of  the  Kamishio j i r i  because  the  paper  that  i t  i ssues  descr ibes  h istor ies  of  the  

Kamishio j i r i ;  i t  i s  not  the  newslet ter  o f  the  j ichikai ,  a l though i t  has  been 

f inancia l ly  supported by the  j ichikai .   

As  far  as  I  recognize  the  reason why three  j ichikais  (Kamishio j i r i ,  Akiwa,  

and Shimoshio j i r i )  bui l t  C ommunity  Promotion Co unci l  in  1982 ,  which was  

promoted by the  present  Minis try  of  Internal  Affairs  and Communicat ions  ( the  
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not  use  t rees  in  the  wariyama .  There  have been appear ing some of  members  not  
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the  boundary  area  of  the  communal  between the  Kamishio j i r i  Dis tr ic t  ( the  
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Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  pays  labor  charge  to  forest  committee  members  and board  

members .  This  i s  one  of  the  communal  works  of  the  j ichikai .  Here  I  just  indicate  

the  fac t  and I  wi l l  expla in i t  in  deta i l s  in  another  paper .  

Seventh ,  the  request  form of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  for  Ueda Ci ty  was  

changed from a  pet i t ion to  a  request .  This  change shows that  the  Kamishio j i r i  

J ichikai  becomes to  be  more autonomous than before .  I  found this  change by 
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1 )  D u e  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t  b e t we e n  t h e  c i t y  a nd  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  o f  j i c h i k a i ,  t h e  j i c h i k a i  c o n d u c t s  

t h e  a f f a i r  o f  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d e l i ve r i n g  d o c u m e n t s  t o  e a c h  h o u s e h o l d .  

2 )  A f f a i r s  t o  n e e d  r e s i d e n t s ’  a g r e e m e n t :  d e c i s i o n  o f  s u r ve i l l a n c e  o f  b o a rd e r  b e t we e n  t h e  

K a mi s h i o j i r i  D i s t r i c t  a n d  i t s  n e i g h b o r i n g  N a n j o  D i s t r i c t ,  p e rs o n n e l  a f f a i r s  t o  r e c o m m e n d  

t o  k i n d s  o f  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  e l e c t i o n ,  v o t i n g  g o ve r n a n c e ,  s u r ve i l l a n c e ,  f u n d  r a i s i n g ,  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  f o r  k i nd s  o f  e ve n t s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  

3 )  T o  d e l i ve r  r e s i d e nt s ’  r e q u e s t s  t o  t h e  c i t y  a n d  o t h e r s  a n d  s t r i ve  f o r  i t .  

4 )  Pl a n  d i s a s t e r  p r e ve n t i o n  a n d  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y .  

5 )  T o  m a k e  s u r e  o f  l i f e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  o f  r e s i d e n t s .  

3   J i c h i k a i  a s  a u t o n o m o u s  a c t i ve  b o d y  

1 )  T o  r e s p o n s e  r e q u e s t s  o f  c o m m u n i t y .   

2 )  T o  h a ve  b o t h  a f f a i r s  c o nd u c t i o n  a n d  d e l i b e r a t i o n .    

3 )  T o  d e l e g a t e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  e a c h  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  

4 )  T o  m a k e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  d e ve l o p m e n t  o f  c o m m u n i t y .   

5 )  S o l u t i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  p r o b l e m s  o f  c o m m u n i t y .  

 

 

D o c u m e n t  3    M a n a g e m e n t  o f  T h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i :  

1 )  T o  k e e p  o p e ni n g  t i m e ,  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  g o o d  e f f i c i e n c y ,  e a r l y  e n d i n g  t i m e .  

2 )  T o  m a n a g e  t h e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  a  l i g h t  h e a r t  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  e a c h  o t h e r .   

3 )  T o  c o n d u c t  f a s t  a nd  s t e a d i l y  i f  we  c a n  d o .  

4 )  T o  e nd e a v o r  t o  s o l ve  d i f f i c u l t  p r o b l e m s  wi t h  a l l  m e m b e rs .   

5 )  T o  p r o m o t e  p r o g r a m s  t o  o p e n  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  o n e  t i m e  p e r  a  m o n t h .   

6 )  T o  i n f o r m  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  a nd  o t he r s :  m a i n l y  b y  p a p e r  b u t  c a l l  i n  c a s e :  h e a d - v i c e  h e a d ,  

d i r e c t o r  i n  c ha r g e  o f  g e n e r a l  a f f a i r -  f i r s t ,  s e c o nd ,  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h ,  f i f t h  b u s ,  d i r e c t o r  i n  

c ha r g e  o f  g e n e r a l  a f f a i r - e a c h  j i c h i - g i i n  m e m b e r .  

7 )  A l l  m e m b e rs  c l e a n  u p  r o o m s  w h e n  t h e  m e e t i n g  f i n i s h e d ,  k e e p i n g  n o t i c e  i t e m s  o f  f i r e  

a n d  c l o s i n g  d o o r s ,  a n d  n o t e  t h e  u s a g e  r e p o r t  wi t h  ro t a t i o n :  n o t e  t h e  n a m e  w h o m  a  w r i t e r  

r e a l l y  n o t e s .  

8 )  W h e n  e m e r g e nc y  ( f i r e ,  f l o o d ,  l a n d  s l i d e )  o c c u r s ,  a l l  p e rs o n s  c o m e  t o  t h e  s p o t  o r  f i r e  

g u a r d  r o o m  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e p a r e  d i s a s t e r  p r e ve n t i o n .  

 

 

T a b l e  1   C h a n g e  i n  P o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  N u m b e r  o f  H o us e h o l d s  i n  t h e  

K a mi s h i o j i r i  D i s t r i c t  

Y e a r     P o p u l a t i o n    H o u s e h o l d  Y e a r     P o p u l a t i o n    H o u s e h o l d  

1 9 7 2  1 , 5 3 9  4 1 0  1 9 9 4  1 , 4 6 2  4 6 1  
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Kamishio j i r i  Konjaku  no  Ka i  fe l t  to  s t rengthen an idea of  uni ty  in  the  

Kamishio j i r i  d is tr ic t .   

In  any case ,  t h is  ac t iv i ty  i s  new funct ion that  we cannot  f ind  in  the  j i chikai  

before .  I t  means  a  creat ion of  new funct ion  by the  group outs ide the  j i chikai .  

The j i chikai  has  a l legedly  inc lus ive  funct ion of  resource  management  of  the  

whole  dis tr ic t .  In  that  sense ,  t he  new funct ion of  invest igat ion on his tor ies  of  

the  Kamishio j i r i  d is tr ic t  would be  a  funct ion of  the  j ichikai .  I t  can be  said that  

on  behal f  o f  the  j ichikai  the  group plays  the  ro le  of  a  funct ion of  the  j i chikai .  

 

Appendices  

D o c u m e n t  1   M a i n  M o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n  R u l e  o f  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  

A r t i c l e  5   T h e  j i c h i k a i  c o n s i s t s  o f  f i ve  s u b o r d i n a t e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a nd  s e t  

t h e  s m a l l e s t  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e m .  

A r t i c l e  6   C i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  -  m o u n t a i n  f o r e s t ,  h e a l t h ,  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r  

a n n e x  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s o c i a l  we l f a r e ,  p r o m o t i o n  o f  l i f e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  a n d  c u l t u r e ,  f i re ,  

d i s a s t e r  p r e ve n t i o n ,  c r i m e  p r e ve n t i o n ,  a nd  o t h e rs  ( c o m m i t t e e s  c o n s i s t  o f ) .  

A r t i c l e  7 H e a d  i s  o n e  p e rs o n ,  v i c e  h e a d  i s  o n e  p e rs o n ,  me m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a r e  

n i n e  p e rs o n s ,  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  i s  t w o  ye a rs  a n d  r e a p p o i n t m e n t  a va i l a b l e .   

A r t i c l e  8 H e a d  i s  e l e c t e d  b y  r e g u l a r  m e m b e r s ,  a nd  v i c e  h e a d  i s  a s s i g n e d  b y  t h e  he a d .  I t  

i s  n e e d e d  t o  a g r e e  b y  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  Pe r s o n  e l i g i b l e  f o r  e l e c t i o n  m u s t  b e  

o ve r  2 5  ye a r s  o l d  a n d  p e rs o n  wi t h  a  v o t i n g  r i g h t  m u s t  b e  o ve r  2 0  ye a rs  o l d .  

A r t i c l e  1 0 I t  i s  n e e d e d  o ve r  h a l f  o f  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  c a l l e d  d a i g i i n - k a i .  R e g u l a r  

m e e t i n g  m u s t  b e  h e l d  o ve r  6  t i m e s  p e r  a  ye a r ,  a n d  t h e  m e e t i n g  m u s t  b e  h e l d  b y  r e q u e s t  

o f  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  m e m b e rs .  

A r t i c l e  1 3  T h e  m e m b e r  o f  d a i g i i n  i s  n e e d e d  f i ve  a t  l e a s t  i n  e a c h  s u b o rd i n a t e  

n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a nd  i t  i s  n e e d e d  t o  b e  a d d e d  o n e  p e r s o n  p e r  2 0  h o u s e h o l d s .   

A r t i c l e  1 5  Au d i t i n g  m e m b e rs ,  t h r e e  pe r s o n s ,  m u s t  b e  e l e c t e d  i n  t h e  c o n f e r e nc e  o f  

r e p r e s e n t a t i ve s  c a l l e d  d a i g i i n - k a i .  

A d d i t i o n a l  C l a us e  

T h i s  i s  e n f o r c e d  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  o f  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 9 .   

 

 

D o c u m e n t  2   Ta s k s  a n d  R o l e s  o f  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i :  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  a  h e a d  o f  t h e  

j i c h i k a i  h a n d e d  o ve r  n e x t  h e a d  t o  s u c c e e d  i n  2 0 1 0  

1 E s t e e m o f  t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e  K a mi s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  

2 J i c h i k a i  a s  s m a l l e s t  u n i t  o f  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i ve  g o ve r n m e n t  
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1 )  D u e  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t  b e t we e n  t h e  c i t y  a nd  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  o f  j i c h i k a i ,  t h e  j i c h i k a i  c o n d u c t s  

t h e  a f f a i r  o f  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d e l i ve r i n g  d o c u m e n t s  t o  e a c h  h o u s e h o l d .  

2 )  A f f a i r s  t o  n e e d  r e s i d e n t s ’  a g r e e m e n t :  d e c i s i o n  o f  s u r ve i l l a n c e  o f  b o a rd e r  b e t we e n  t h e  

K a mi s h i o j i r i  D i s t r i c t  a n d  i t s  n e i g h b o r i n g  N a n j o  D i s t r i c t ,  p e rs o n n e l  a f f a i r s  t o  r e c o m m e n d  

t o  k i n d s  o f  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  e l e c t i o n ,  v o t i n g  g o ve r n a n c e ,  s u r ve i l l a n c e ,  f u n d  r a i s i n g ,  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  f o r  k i nd s  o f  e ve n t s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  

3 )  T o  d e l i ve r  r e s i d e nt s ’  r e q u e s t s  t o  t h e  c i t y  a n d  o t h e r s  a n d  s t r i ve  f o r  i t .  

4 )  Pl a n  d i s a s t e r  p r e ve n t i o n  a n d  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y .  

5 )  T o  m a k e  s u r e  o f  l i f e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  o f  r e s i d e n t s .  

3   J i c h i k a i  a s  a u t o n o m o u s  a c t i ve  b o d y  

1 )  T o  r e s p o n s e  r e q u e s t s  o f  c o m m u n i t y .   

2 )  T o  h a ve  b o t h  a f f a i r s  c o nd u c t i o n  a n d  d e l i b e r a t i o n .    

3 )  T o  d e l e g a t e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  e a c h  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  

4 )  T o  m a k e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  d e ve l o p m e n t  o f  c o m m u n i t y .   

5 )  S o l u t i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  p r o b l e m s  o f  c o m m u n i t y .  

 

 

D o c u m e n t  3    M a n a g e m e n t  o f  T h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i :  

1 )  T o  k e e p  o p e ni n g  t i m e ,  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  g o o d  e f f i c i e n c y ,  e a r l y  e n d i n g  t i m e .  

2 )  T o  m a n a g e  t h e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  a  l i g h t  h e a r t  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  e a c h  o t h e r .   

3 )  T o  c o n d u c t  f a s t  a nd  s t e a d i l y  i f  we  c a n  d o .  

4 )  T o  e nd e a v o r  t o  s o l ve  d i f f i c u l t  p r o b l e m s  wi t h  a l l  m e m b e rs .   

5 )  T o  p r o m o t e  p r o g r a m s  t o  o p e n  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  o n e  t i m e  p e r  a  m o n t h .   

6 )  T o  i n f o r m  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  a nd  o t he r s :  m a i n l y  b y  p a p e r  b u t  c a l l  i n  c a s e :  h e a d - v i c e  h e a d ,  

d i r e c t o r  i n  c ha r g e  o f  g e n e r a l  a f f a i r -  f i r s t ,  s e c o nd ,  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h ,  f i f t h  b u s ,  d i r e c t o r  i n  

c ha r g e  o f  g e n e r a l  a f f a i r - e a c h  j i c h i - g i i n  m e m b e r .  

7 )  A l l  m e m b e rs  c l e a n  u p  r o o m s  w h e n  t h e  m e e t i n g  f i n i s h e d ,  k e e p i n g  n o t i c e  i t e m s  o f  f i r e  

a n d  c l o s i n g  d o o r s ,  a n d  n o t e  t h e  u s a g e  r e p o r t  wi t h  ro t a t i o n :  n o t e  t h e  n a m e  w h o m  a  w r i t e r  

r e a l l y  n o t e s .  

8 )  W h e n  e m e r g e nc y  ( f i r e ,  f l o o d ,  l a n d  s l i d e )  o c c u r s ,  a l l  p e rs o n s  c o m e  t o  t h e  s p o t  o r  f i r e  

g u a r d  r o o m  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e p a r e  d i s a s t e r  p r e ve n t i o n .  

 

 

T a b l e  1   C h a n g e  i n  P o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  N u m b e r  o f  H o us e h o l d s  i n  t h e  

K a mi s h i o j i r i  D i s t r i c t  

Y e a r     P o p u l a t i o n    H o u s e h o l d  Y e a r     P o p u l a t i o n    H o u s e h o l d  

1 9 7 2  1 , 5 3 9  4 1 0  1 9 9 4  1 , 4 6 2  4 6 1  
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Kamishio j i r i  Konjaku  no  Ka i  fe l t  to  s t rengthen an idea of  uni ty  in  the  

Kamishio j i r i  d is tr ic t .   

In  any case ,  t h is  ac t iv i ty  i s  new funct ion that  we cannot  f ind  in  the  j i chikai  

before .  I t  means  a  creat ion of  new funct ion  by the  group outs ide the  j i chikai .  

The j i chikai  has  a l legedly  inc lus ive  funct ion of  resource  management  of  the  

whole  dis tr ic t .  In  that  sense ,  t he  new funct ion of  invest igat ion on his tor ies  of  

the  Kamishio j i r i  d is tr ic t  would be  a  funct ion of  the  j ichikai .  I t  can be  said that  

on  behal f  o f  the  j ichikai  the  group plays  the  ro le  of  a  funct ion of  the  j i chikai .  

 

Appendices  

D o c u m e n t  1   M a i n  M o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n  R u l e  o f  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  

A r t i c l e  5   T h e  j i c h i k a i  c o n s i s t s  o f  f i ve  s u b o r d i n a t e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a nd  s e t  

t h e  s m a l l e s t  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e m .  

A r t i c l e  6   C i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  -  m o u n t a i n  f o r e s t ,  h e a l t h ,  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r  

a n n e x  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s o c i a l  we l f a r e ,  p r o m o t i o n  o f  l i f e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  a n d  c u l t u r e ,  f i re ,  

d i s a s t e r  p r e ve n t i o n ,  c r i m e  p r e ve n t i o n ,  a nd  o t h e rs  ( c o m m i t t e e s  c o n s i s t  o f ) .  

A r t i c l e  7 H e a d  i s  o n e  p e rs o n ,  v i c e  h e a d  i s  o n e  p e rs o n ,  me m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a r e  

n i n e  p e rs o n s ,  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  i s  t w o  ye a rs  a n d  r e a p p o i n t m e n t  a va i l a b l e .   

A r t i c l e  8 H e a d  i s  e l e c t e d  b y  r e g u l a r  m e m b e r s ,  a nd  v i c e  h e a d  i s  a s s i g n e d  b y  t h e  he a d .  I t  

i s  n e e d e d  t o  a g r e e  b y  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  Pe r s o n  e l i g i b l e  f o r  e l e c t i o n  m u s t  b e  

o ve r  2 5  ye a r s  o l d  a n d  p e rs o n  wi t h  a  v o t i n g  r i g h t  m u s t  b e  o ve r  2 0  ye a rs  o l d .  

A r t i c l e  1 0 I t  i s  n e e d e d  o ve r  h a l f  o f  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  c a l l e d  d a i g i i n - k a i .  R e g u l a r  

m e e t i n g  m u s t  b e  h e l d  o ve r  6  t i m e s  p e r  a  ye a r ,  a n d  t h e  m e e t i n g  m u s t  b e  h e l d  b y  r e q u e s t  

o f  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  m e m b e rs .  

A r t i c l e  1 3  T h e  m e m b e r  o f  d a i g i i n  i s  n e e d e d  f i ve  a t  l e a s t  i n  e a c h  s u b o rd i n a t e  

n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a nd  i t  i s  n e e d e d  t o  b e  a d d e d  o n e  p e r s o n  p e r  2 0  h o u s e h o l d s .   

A r t i c l e  1 5  Au d i t i n g  m e m b e rs ,  t h r e e  pe r s o n s ,  m u s t  b e  e l e c t e d  i n  t h e  c o n f e r e nc e  o f  

r e p r e s e n t a t i ve s  c a l l e d  d a i g i i n - k a i .  

A d d i t i o n a l  C l a us e  

T h i s  i s  e n f o r c e d  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  o f  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 9 .   

 

 

D o c u m e n t  2   Ta s k s  a n d  R o l e s  o f  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i :  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  a  h e a d  o f  t h e  

j i c h i k a i  h a n d e d  o ve r  n e x t  h e a d  t o  s u c c e e d  i n  2 0 1 0  

1 E s t e e m o f  t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e  K a mi s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  

2 J i c h i k a i  a s  s m a l l e s t  u n i t  o f  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i ve  g o ve r n m e n t  
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T a b l e  3 B a l a n c e  S h e e t  o f  B u d g e t  2 0 1 5  

  

I t e m s  o f  R e v e n u e s  D e t a i l s  

B a l a nc e  a t  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  p e r i o d  
O m i s s i o n  

F e e  I nd i v i d u a l  a n d  l e g a l  p e rs o n  m e m b e rs h i p  f e e s  

P a y o u t  f o r  U e d a  C i t y  

a n d  U e d a  c o u n c i l  o f  

s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  

E x p e ns e s  o f  e n t r u s t  b u s i ne s s  a f f a i r s  t o  t he  j i c h i k a i ,  

S u b s i d y  o f  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r  a n n e x ’ s  a c t i v i t y ,  S u b s i d y  

f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  o f  s e c u r i t y  l i g h t i n g ,  S u b s i d y  f o r  n e w  

b u i l d i n g  o f  s e c u r i t y  l i g h t i n g ,  e x p e n s e s  f o r  g o v e r n a n c e  

c o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r  a n n e x ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  

c o m e  f r o m  U e d a  C i t y  

M i d o r i - k a i  E x p e ns e s  o f  e n t r u s t  b u s i ne s s  a f f a i r e s  f r o m  M i d o r i - k a i  

F e e  o f  l a n d  t o  r e n t  W a r i y a m a  f e e  

C h a r g e  f o r  u s e  C h a r g e s  f o r  us e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

r e v e n u e  
I n t e r e s t  o f  S a v i n g  

  

I t e m s  o f  

E x p e n d i t u r e s  
D e t a i l s  

E x p e ns e s  f o r  g e n e r a l  

a f f a i r s  

F i x e d  p r o pe r t y  t a x ,  a  N e w Ye a r ' s  c e l e b r a t i o n  c e r e m o n y,  

m e e t i n g  o f  h e a d  a n d  v i c e  he a d  o f  e a c h ,  I ns u r a n c e  e n t r y  

f e e  o f  t h e  j i c h i k a i ,  j i c h i - g i i n ’ s  m e e t i n g ,  a nd  o t h e rs  

O f f i c e  e x p e n s e s  
E x p e ns e s  f o r  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  U e d a  C i t y  D o c u m e n t  

d e l i v e r y ,  P a y m e n t  f o r  d o c u m e n t  c o p y  f o r  o f f i c e  g o o d s  

R e w a rd  

A l l o w a n c e  f o r  a  h e a d ,  a n  a s s i s t a n t  h e a d  a n d  j i c h i - g i i n ,  

A l l o w a n c e  f o r  f e e  c o l l e c t i n g ,  A l l o w a nc e  f o r  s u r v e i l l a n c e  

m e m b e rs  

T r a v e l l i n g  e x p e ns e s  

a n d  d a i l y  w a g e s  
T r a v e l l i n g  e x p e ns e s  a n d  d a i l y  w a g e  

E nt e r t a i n m e n t  

a l l o w a nc e  
E nt e r t a i n m e n t  a l l o w a n c e  o f  t h e  j i c h i k a i  

M a n a g e m e n t  f e e s  

t h e  g e n e r a l  a f f a i r s  c o m m i s s i o n  a l l o w a nc e  f o r  t h e  

n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m  U e d a  Ci t y ,  c o m m u n i t y  

a c t i v i t y  s u b s i d i e s ,  o u t d o o r  s e c u r i t y  l i g h t  u t i l i t y  g r a n t s ,  

 24 

1 9 7 3  1 , 5 7 4  4 2 5  1 9 9 5  1 , 4 3 4  4 6 2  

1 9 7 4  1 , 5 6 8  4 1 9  1 9 9 6  1 , 4 3 9  4 6 6  

1 9 7 5  1 , 5 5 5  4 2 9  1 9 9 7  1 , 4 1 6  472  

1 9 7 6  1 , 5 4 2  4 3 1  1 9 9 8  1 , 4 1 8  4 9 5  

1 9 7 7  1 , 5 5 0  4 3 3  1 9 9 9  1 , 4 3 2  4 9 9  

1 9 7 8  1 , 5 4 9  4 3 6  2 0 0 0  1 , 4 6 2  5 2 3  

1 9 7 9  1 , 5 6 2  4 4 5  2 0 0 1  1 , 4 8 7  5 4 1  

1 9 8 0  1 , 5 8 6  4 4 9  2 0 0 2  1 , 523  5 6 0  

1 9 8 1  1 , 5 7 6  4 5 4  2 0 0 3  1 , 5 3 5  5 8 3  

1 9 8 2  1 , 5 5 2  4 4 1  2 0 0 4  1 , 5 5 1  6 0 1  

1 9 8 3  1 , 5 4 9  4 4 0  2 0 0 5  1 , 6 0 1  6 0 2  

1 9 8 4  1 , 5 4 7  4 4 6  2 0 0 6  1 , 6 1 1  5 9 6  

1 9 8 5  1 , 5 4 9  4 3 9  2 0 0 7  1 , 591  596  

1 9 8 6  1 , 5 6 9  4 4 1  2 0 0 8  1 , 5 9 1  6 0 3  

1 9 8 7  1 , 5 8 0  4 3 4  2 0 0 9  1 , 5 6 2  6 1 1  

1 9 8 8  1 , 5 8 7  4 3 7  2 0 1 0  1 , 6 1 0  6 0 3  

1 9 8 9  1 , 5 7 4  4 3 7  2 0 1 1  1 , 6 2 8  6 1 0  

1 9 9 0  1 , 5 0 6  4 2 4  2 0 1 2  1 , 673  656  

1 9 9 1  1 , 4 9 7  4 2 8  2 0 1 3  1 , 684  668  

1 9 9 2  1 , 4 8 1  4 2 3  2 0 1 4  1 , 669  676  

1 9 9 3  1 , 4 8 3  4 4 8  2 0 1 5  1 , 705  689  

      

S o u r c e :  T he  a u t h o r  m a d e  t h e  d a t a  f r o m ‘ S t a t i s t i c s  o f  U e d a  Ci t y ,  

e v e r y  y e a r ’ .  

 

 

T a b l e  2 C h a n g e  i n  t h e  N u m b e r  o f  M e m b e rs  i n  E a c h  S u b o rd i n a t e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  

A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i   

        
  1 9 8 0  1 9 8 3   1 9 9 4   1 9 9 7  2 0 1 0  2 0 1 1  2 0 1 6  

1  b u  1 1 9  9 7  1 0 8  1 1 1  8 6  8 6  9 6  

2  b u  6 4  5 7  5 4  5 2  1 0 6  1 0 5  1 0 1  

3  b u  7 8  7 5  7 6  7 3  9 3  8 9  9 6  

4  b u  1 1 6  1 1 9  1 2 6  1 2 5  1 0 2  1 0 5  1 0 9  

5  b u  4 6  5 1  5 1  5 2  5 9  5 7  5 6  

T o t a l  4 2 3  3 9 9  4 1 5  4 1 3  4 4 6  4 4 2  4 5 8  
        
N o t e :  U n i t  i s  a  h o u s e h o l d .  

T h e  s o u r c e :  t he  d o c u m e n t s  a rc h i ve d  i n  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  d o c u m e n t s  s t o r a g e  

c a l l e d  b u n k o - k u r a .  
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T a b l e  3 B a l a n c e  S h e e t  o f  B u d g e t  2 0 1 5  

  

I t e m s  o f  R e v e n u e s  D e t a i l s  

B a l a nc e  a t  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  p e r i o d  
O m i s s i o n  

F e e  I nd i v i d u a l  a n d  l e g a l  p e rs o n  m e m b e rs h i p  f e e s  

P a y o u t  f o r  U e d a  C i t y  

a n d  U e d a  c o u n c i l  o f  

s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  

E x p e ns e s  o f  e n t r u s t  b u s i ne s s  a f f a i r s  t o  t he  j i c h i k a i ,  

S u b s i d y  o f  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r  a n n e x ’ s  a c t i v i t y ,  S u b s i d y  

f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  o f  s e c u r i t y  l i g h t i n g ,  S u b s i d y  f o r  n e w  

b u i l d i n g  o f  s e c u r i t y  l i g h t i n g ,  e x p e n s e s  f o r  g o v e r n a n c e  

c o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r  a n n e x ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  

c o m e  f r o m  U e d a  C i t y  

M i d o r i - k a i  E x p e ns e s  o f  e n t r u s t  b u s i ne s s  a f f a i r e s  f r o m  M i d o r i - k a i  

F e e  o f  l a n d  t o  r e n t  W a r i y a m a  f e e  

C h a r g e  f o r  u s e  C h a r g e s  f o r  us e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

r e v e n u e  
I n t e r e s t  o f  S a v i n g  

  

I t e m s  o f  

E x p e n d i t u r e s  
D e t a i l s  

E x p e ns e s  f o r  g e n e r a l  

a f f a i r s  

F i x e d  p r o pe r t y  t a x ,  a  N e w Ye a r ' s  c e l e b r a t i o n  c e r e m o n y,  

m e e t i n g  o f  h e a d  a n d  v i c e  he a d  o f  e a c h ,  I ns u r a n c e  e n t r y  

f e e  o f  t h e  j i c h i k a i ,  j i c h i - g i i n ’ s  m e e t i n g ,  a nd  o t h e rs  

O f f i c e  e x p e n s e s  
E x p e ns e s  f o r  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  U e d a  C i t y  D o c u m e n t  

d e l i v e r y ,  P a y m e n t  f o r  d o c u m e n t  c o p y  f o r  o f f i c e  g o o d s  

R e w a rd  

A l l o w a n c e  f o r  a  h e a d ,  a n  a s s i s t a n t  h e a d  a n d  j i c h i - g i i n ,  

A l l o w a n c e  f o r  f e e  c o l l e c t i n g ,  A l l o w a nc e  f o r  s u r v e i l l a n c e  

m e m b e rs  

T r a v e l l i n g  e x p e ns e s  

a n d  d a i l y  w a g e s  
T r a v e l l i n g  e x p e ns e s  a n d  d a i l y  w a g e  

E nt e r t a i n m e n t  

a l l o w a nc e  
E nt e r t a i n m e n t  a l l o w a n c e  o f  t h e  j i c h i k a i  

M a n a g e m e n t  f e e s  

t h e  g e n e r a l  a f f a i r s  c o m m i s s i o n  a l l o w a nc e  f o r  t h e  

n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m  U e d a  Ci t y ,  c o m m u n i t y  

a c t i v i t y  s u b s i d i e s ,  o u t d o o r  s e c u r i t y  l i g h t  u t i l i t y  g r a n t s ,  
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1 9 7 3  1 , 5 7 4  4 2 5  1 9 9 5  1 , 4 3 4  4 6 2  

1 9 7 4  1 , 5 6 8  4 1 9  1 9 9 6  1 , 4 3 9  4 6 6  

1 9 7 5  1 , 5 5 5  4 2 9  1 9 9 7  1 , 4 1 6  472  

1 9 7 6  1 , 5 4 2  4 3 1  1 9 9 8  1 , 4 1 8  4 9 5  

1 9 7 7  1 , 5 5 0  4 3 3  1 9 9 9  1 , 4 3 2  4 9 9  

1 9 7 8  1 , 5 4 9  4 3 6  2 0 0 0  1 , 4 6 2  5 2 3  

1 9 7 9  1 , 5 6 2  4 4 5  2 0 0 1  1 , 4 8 7  5 4 1  

1 9 8 0  1 , 5 8 6  4 4 9  2 0 0 2  1 , 523  5 6 0  

1 9 8 1  1 , 5 7 6  4 5 4  2 0 0 3  1 , 5 3 5  5 8 3  

1 9 8 2  1 , 5 5 2  4 4 1  2 0 0 4  1 , 5 5 1  6 0 1  

1 9 8 3  1 , 5 4 9  4 4 0  2 0 0 5  1 , 6 0 1  6 0 2  

1 9 8 4  1 , 5 4 7  4 4 6  2 0 0 6  1 , 6 1 1  5 9 6  

1 9 8 5  1 , 5 4 9  4 3 9  2 0 0 7  1 , 591  596  

1 9 8 6  1 , 5 6 9  4 4 1  2 0 0 8  1 , 5 9 1  6 0 3  

1 9 8 7  1 , 5 8 0  4 3 4  2 0 0 9  1 , 5 6 2  6 1 1  

1 9 8 8  1 , 5 8 7  4 3 7  2 0 1 0  1 , 6 1 0  6 0 3  

1 9 8 9  1 , 5 7 4  4 3 7  2 0 1 1  1 , 6 2 8  6 1 0  

1 9 9 0  1 , 5 0 6  4 2 4  2 0 1 2  1 , 673  656  

1 9 9 1  1 , 4 9 7  4 2 8  2 0 1 3  1 , 684  668  

1 9 9 2  1 , 4 8 1  4 2 3  2 0 1 4  1 , 669  676  

1 9 9 3  1 , 4 8 3  4 4 8  2 0 1 5  1 , 705  689  

      

S o u r c e :  T he  a u t h o r  m a d e  t h e  d a t a  f r o m ‘ S t a t i s t i c s  o f  U e d a  Ci t y ,  

e v e r y  y e a r ’ .  

 

 

T a b l e  2 C h a n g e  i n  t h e  N u m b e r  o f  M e m b e rs  i n  E a c h  S u b o rd i n a t e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  

A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i   

        
  1 9 8 0  1 9 8 3   1 9 9 4   1 9 9 7  2 0 1 0  2 0 1 1  2 0 1 6  

1  b u  1 1 9  9 7  1 0 8  1 1 1  8 6  8 6  9 6  

2  b u  6 4  5 7  5 4  5 2  1 0 6  1 0 5  1 0 1  

3  b u  7 8  7 5  7 6  7 3  9 3  8 9  9 6  

4  b u  1 1 6  1 1 9  1 2 6  1 2 5  1 0 2  1 0 5  1 0 9  

5  b u  4 6  5 1  5 1  5 2  5 9  5 7  5 6  

T o t a l  4 2 3  3 9 9  4 1 5  4 1 3  4 4 6  4 4 2  4 5 8  
        
N o t e :  U n i t  i s  a  h o u s e h o l d .  

T h e  s o u r c e :  t he  d o c u m e n t s  a rc h i ve d  i n  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  d o c u m e n t s  s t o r a g e  

c a l l e d  b u n k o - k u r a .  
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S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  
S p e c i a l  a c c o u n t  o f  e x c h a n g e  o f  a  f i re  e n g i n e  e q u i p p e d  

w i t h  a  p u m p i n  e i g h t h  f i r e  g r o u p  

  

S o u r c e :  B a l a nc e  S h e e t  o f  G e n e r a l  B ud g e t  2 0 1 5 ,  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i .   

 

 

D o c u m e n t  4   M a i n  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  J i c j i k a i ,  U e d a  C i t y  

S e t t i n g  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  p r o b a t i o n  l i g h t i n g  

C u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  s u c h  a s  s p o r t s  re c r e a t i o n  

C l e a r i n g  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  c o l l e c t i n g  

S u p p o r t  o f  l o n e l y  e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s  a n d  o t h e r s  i n  c o m m u n i t y  

S e t t i n g  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  v o l u n t a r y  d i s a s t e r  p r o b a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

D e l i ve r y  o f  c i t y  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  p a p e rs ,  a nd  o t he r s  ( a c t i v i t i e s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  

c h i l d r e n ,  e l d e r l y  c l u b ,  s p o r t s  c l u b ,  a n d  o t h e rs )  

S o u r c e :  J i c h i k a i  n o  O m o n a  K a t s u d o  ( M a i n  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  J i c h i k a i ) ,  U e d a  C i t y .  

 

 

D o c u m e n t  5    C o n t e n t s  o f  Pe t i t i o n s  o f  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  i n  1 9 7 9  

We  d o  g i ve  o u r  t h a n k s  t o  U e d a  C i t y  f o r  t h a t  y o u  h a ve  e nd e a v o r e d  t o  u s u a l l y  c o n d uc t  

a d m i n i s t r a t i ve  a l l  m a t t e rs .  T r a f f i c  a c c i d e nt s  o c c u r r e d  ve r y  o f t e n  r e c e n t l y  a n d  i n c re a s e d  

t o  r e a c h  a n  a b n o r m a l  l e ve l  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e r e  we r e  t we l ve  d u r i n g  t h r e e  m o n t h s  

f r o m J u n e  t o  Au g u s t  a n d  t w o  d i e d  p e o pl e  wi t h i n  i t .  T r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  t we l ve  i n  t h r e e  

m o n t h s ,  a l m o s t  o f  w hi c h  a r e  d e a t h  a c c i d e n t s .  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t r a f f i c  t r e nd  o f  c a r s  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d  f r o m  m a jo r  r o a d  o f  n a t i o n a l  ro a d  

r o u t e  1 8  t o  p a t h wa y  t h a t  p e o p l e  wa l k  i n  e ve r y d a y  l i f e ,  a n d  i n f a n t s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  e l d e r l y  

p e o pl e  a nd  w o m e n  a re  a f f e c t e d  b y  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  wo r r y i n g  u s .  A s  y o u  k n o w,  

t h e  m a j o r  r o a d  c a n n o t  c o n t ro l  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  c a r s  i n  n u m b e r  n o wa d a y s ,  a s  t r a f f i c  

a c c i d e nt s  o c c u r r i n g  u s u a l l y ,  a nd  p e o pl e  pa s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t he  p a t h wa y  a s  a  b y p a s s  i n  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  n u m b e r  d a y  b y  d a y .  I n  t h e  m e a n w h i l e  pe o p l e  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  h o n e s t l y  d i s c u s s e d  a b o u t  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s .  F u r t h e r ,  p e o pl e  d i s c u s s ed  

i t  wi t h  s t a f f s  o f  t r a f f i c  d e p a r t m e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  U e d a  p o l i c e  o n  a n o t h e r  

d a y ,  a s  we  r e q u e s t e d .  T o  p r o t e c t  p e o pl e s ’  l i ve s  f r o m  d a n g e r  o f  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  we  a l l  

d e c i d e d  t o  r e q u e s t  U e d a  C i t y  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  f o l l o wi n g  f r o m  t h e  s t a n d po i n t  o f  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  We  h e r e wi t h  i m p l o r e  U e d a  Ci t y  t o  c o n d u c t  i t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a s  t h e  p e o p l e  

o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  p e t i t i o n s  i n  e a r n e s t .  

1   M e a s u r e s  f o r  M a j o r  R o a d  

( 1 )  W e  pe t i t i o n  U e d a  Ci t y  t o  c o m p l e t e  i m m e d i a t e l y  t he  U e d a  B y p a s s  R o a d  a n d  A k i w a -
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o u t d o o r  s e c u r i t y  l i g h t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  g r a n t s ,  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r  a n n e x   m a n a g e m e n t  c o m m i s s i o n  

a l l o w a nc e ,  P a y m e n t  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  

p u m p  p l a c e ,  P a y m e n t  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n  

o f  M i r o k u - d o ,  l e a s e  c o s t  o f  d o c u m e n t  c o p y ,  f a r e  o f  w a t e r  

a n d  s e w a g e ,  a nd  o t h e r s  

P a y m e n t  f o r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n   
M a n a g e m e n t  c o s t s  o f  r o a d s  a n d  w a t e r  c h a n n e l  

P a y m e n t  f o r  

m o u n t a i n  f o r e s t  

M a n a g e m e n t  c o s t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n a l  f o re s t ,  M a i n t e n a nc e  

c o s t  o f  sa t o y a m a  m o u n t a i n  r o a d  

P a y m e n t  f o r  f i r e  a n d  

d i s a s t e r  p r e v e n t i o n  

C h a r g e  f o r  E i g h t h  F i re  G r o u p ,  C h a r g e  f o r  F i r e  S e c o n d  

U ni t ,  P a y m e n t  f o r  r e p a i r  a n d  b u y i n g  f i r e  e q u i p m e n t  o f  

f i r e  a n d  p r e v e n t i o n  d i s a s t e r  

P a y m e n t  f o r  s o c i a l  

w e l f a r e  a n d  he a l t h  

P a y m e n t  f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  P a y m e n t  f o r  h e a l t h ,  

P a y m e n t  o f  l u nc h  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  e l d e r l y  ( f u r e a i -  

k a i s h o k u )  

C u l t u r e  

S u b s i d y  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  s u b  l o c a l  p u b l i c  h a l l ,  S u b s i d y  

f o r  s c h o l a r s h i p  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  S u b s i d y  f o r  F u k u j u - k a i ,  

P a y m e n t  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  l a n d s c a p e  c o n s e rv a t i o n ,  f e e  f o r  

h o l d i n g  a  s p o r t s  m e e t i n g  ( u n d o k a i ) ,  S u b s i d y  f o r  

Ka m i s h i o j i r i  K o n j a k u  n o  Ka i ,  S u b s i d y  f o r  P a r e n t  T e a c h e r  

A s s o c i a t i o n  ( P T A )  o f  S h i o j i r i  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l ,  a n d  

o t he r s  

C h a r g e  

C h a r g e  f o r  d i s t r i c t  a l l i a nc e  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  

a s s o c i a t i o n ,  S u b s i d y  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  e a c h  g r o u p ,  

P a y m e n t  f o r  U e d a  C i t y  Co u n c i l  o f  S o c i a l  W e l f a r e ,  

C h a r g e  f o r  p r o m o t i o n  p r o j e c t  o f  s o c i a l  m a n n e r  o n  h u m a n  

r i g h t ,  f u n d  r a i s i n g  f o r  g r e e n  a n d  r e d  c r o s s ,  C h a r g e  f o r  

C o u n c i l  o f  P ro b a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  

M o n e y  d r a w n  
S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  o f  e x c h a n g e  o f  a  f i re  e n g i n e  e q u i p p e d  

wi t h  a  p u m p  

R e s e r v e  f u n d  R e s e r v e  f u n d  

  

S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  o f  m a n a g i n g  f u n d  o f  t h e  j i c h i k a i  

S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  o f  C h u b u  E l e c t r i c  P o we r  C o m p a n y  

S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  
S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  o f  s a l e  o f  l a nd  b e l o n g i n g  t o  K a k e g u c h i  

I r r i g a t i o n  a n d  t h e  j i c h i k a i  
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S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  
S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  o f  e x c h a n g e  o f  a  f i re  e n g i n e  e q u i p p e d  

wi t h  a  p u m p i n  e i g h t h  f i r e  g r o u p  

  

S o u r c e :  B a l a nc e  S h e e t  o f  G e n e r a l  B ud g e t  2 0 1 5 ,  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i .   

 

 

D o c u m e n t  4   M a i n  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  J i c j i k a i ,  U e d a  C i t y  

S e t t i n g  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  p r o b a t i o n  l i g h t i n g  

C u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  s u c h  a s  s p o r t s  re c r e a t i o n  

C l e a r i n g  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  c o l l e c t i n g  

S u p p o r t  o f  l o n e l y  e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s  a n d  o t h e r s  i n  c o m m u n i t y  

S e t t i n g  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  v o l u n t a r y  d i s a s t e r  p r o b a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

D e l i ve r y  o f  c i t y  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  p a p e rs ,  a nd  o t he r s  ( a c t i v i t i e s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  

c h i l d r e n ,  e l d e r l y  c l u b ,  s p o r t s  c l u b ,  a n d  o t h e rs )  

S o u r c e :  J i c h i k a i  n o  O m o n a  K a t s u d o  ( M a i n  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  J i c h i k a i ) ,  U e d a  C i t y .  

 

 

D o c u m e n t  5    C o n t e n t s  o f  Pe t i t i o n s  o f  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  i n  1 9 7 9  

We  d o  g i ve  o u r  t h a n k s  t o  U e d a  C i t y  f o r  t h a t  y o u  h a ve  e nd e a v o r e d  t o  u s u a l l y  c o n d uc t  

a d m i n i s t r a t i ve  a l l  m a t t e rs .  T r a f f i c  a c c i d e nt s  o c c u r r e d  ve r y  o f t e n  r e c e n t l y  a n d  i n c re a s e d  

t o  r e a c h  a n  a b n o r m a l  l e ve l  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e r e  we r e  t we l ve  d u r i n g  t h r e e  m o n t h s  

f r o m J u n e  t o  Au g u s t  a n d  t w o  d i e d  p e o pl e  wi t h i n  i t .  T r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  t we l ve  i n  t h r e e  

m o n t h s ,  a l m o s t  o f  w hi c h  a r e  d e a t h  a c c i d e n t s .  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t r a f f i c  t r e nd  o f  c a r s  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d  f r o m  m a j o r  r o a d  o f  n a t i o n a l  ro a d  

r o u t e  1 8  t o  p a t h wa y  t h a t  p e o p l e  wa l k  i n  e ve r y d a y  l i f e ,  a n d  i n f a n t s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  e l d e r l y  

p e o pl e  a nd  w o m e n  a re  a f f e c t e d  b y  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  wo r r y i n g  u s .  A s  y o u  k n o w,  

t h e  m a j o r  r o a d  c a n n o t  c o n t ro l  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  c a r s  i n  n u m b e r  n o wa d a y s ,  a s  t r a f f i c  

a c c i d e nt s  o c c u r r i n g  u s u a l l y ,  a nd  p e o pl e  pa s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t he  p a t h wa y  a s  a  b y p a s s  i n  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  n u m b e r  d a y  b y  d a y .  I n  t h e  m e a n w h i l e  pe o p l e  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  h o n e s t l y  d i s c u s s e d  a b o u t  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s .  F u r t h e r ,  p e o pl e  d i s c u s s ed  

i t  w i t h  s t a f f s  o f  t r a f f i c  d e p a r t m e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  U e d a  p o l i c e  o n  a n o t h e r  

d a y ,  a s  we  r e q u e s t e d .  T o  p r o t e c t  p e o pl e s ’  l i ve s  f r o m  d a n g e r  o f  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  we  a l l  

d e c i d e d  t o  r e q u e s t  U e d a  C i t y  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  f o l l o wi n g  f r o m  t h e  s t a n d po i n t  o f  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  We  h e r e wi t h  i m p l o r e  U e d a  Ci t y  t o  c o n d u c t  i t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a s  t h e  p e o p l e  

o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  p e t i t i o n s  i n  e a r n e s t .  

1   M e a s u r e s  f o r  M a j o r  R o a d  

( 1 )  W e  pe t i t i o n  U e d a  Ci t y  t o  c o m p l e t e  i m m e d i a t e l y  t he  U e d a  B y p a s s  Ro a d  a n d  A k i w a -
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C h a r g e  
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wi t h  a  p u m p  

R e s e r v e  f u n d  R e s e r v e  f u n d  
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S pe c i a l  a c c o u n t  o f  s a l e  o f  l a nd  b e l o n g i n g  t o  K a k e g u c h i  
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i ns t a l l a t i o n  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t e d .  

8  We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  r e p a i r  c u r b  mi r r o r :  m i r r o r  n e e d s  t o  e xc h a n g e  a s  t he y  a r e  ve r y  

d e g r a d a t i o n .  8  i s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  p l a c e  a s  3  a n d  7 .  

T h e  s o u rc e :  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  a r c h i ve d  i n  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  d o c u m e n t s  s t o r a g e  c a l l e d  

b u n k o - k u r a .  

 

Notes  

1   The  people 's  organizat ion ca l led  j i ch ika i  in  Japanese  i s  expressed by the  

word 'neighborhood assoc ia t ion '  in  Engl ish .  The  author  express es  f ive  

subordinate  groups  ca l led  bu  composing of  the  Kamishio j i r i  J i chikai  by  the  

word ' subordinate  neighborhood assoc ia t ion '  and the  smal lest  group ca l led  han  

in  the  Kamishio j i r i  J ichikai  by  the  word ' smal lest  ne ighborhood associa t ion ' .  

The uni t ,  having r ight  to  vote  and obl igat ion to  labor ,  i s  not  an  individual  but  

a  household in  the  neighborhood  assoc ia t ion.  

2   Yasui  (1982)  wrote  a  survey paper  about  t he  j ichikais  in  Ueda Ci ty .   

3   I  argued his tories  of  j ichikai  researches  and a  v i l lage  his tory  or  an  j i chika i  

h is tory  f rom this  perspect ive  in  other  papers  (see  Sato  2017,  2018) .  

4   In  Kamishio j i r i  d is tr ic t ,  t he  owners  of  the  wariyama  did not  organize  a  forest  

owner ’s  assoc ia t ion to  t ransfer  the  ownership  of  mounta inous land to  the  Ueda 

Ci ty  a t  the  Showa Merger .  On the  other  hand,  in  case  of  Shimoshio j i r i  j ichikai ,  

s ince  forest  owners  organized a  forest  owner ’s  assoc ia t ion,  they pay the  

wariyama  fee  to  the  assoc ia t ion every year .   

5   The use  of  th is  forest  land  has  been brought  a  sui t  between the  Kaishio j i r i  

and Nanjo ,  and then Nagano prefecture  have conducted t ree  plant ing program 

there .  Both dis tr ic ts  c lean together  the  boundary s i te  every year .  
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T h e  s o u rc e :  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  a r c h i ve d  i n  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  d o c u m e n t s  s t o r a g e  c a l l e d  

b u n k o - k u r a .  

 

 

D o c u m e n t   6   C o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i ’ s  Re q u e s t s  i n  2 0 1 6  

1 We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  r e i n f o r c e  e m b a n k m e n t  o f  H i g a s h i s a wa  m o u n t a i n  s t r e a m :  a s  l a nd  

s l i d e  i n  b o t h  s i d e s ,  we  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  c o n d u c t  i t  b e f o r e  d a m a g e s  i n  c e m e t e r y .  

2 We  re q u e s t  y o u  t o  p a i n t  l i n e  o f  c a r  s t o p ,  b e c a u s e  a c c i d e n t s  o f t e n  o c c u r  a s  v i e w i s  no t  

g o o d .  

3 We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  r e p a i r  c u r b  m i r r o r :  mi r r o r  i s  n o t  u s e f u l  a s  i t  i s  t i l t e d .  

4   We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  r e p a i r  g u a r d  f e n c e :  a w r y  g u a r d  f e n c e  h i n d e r  p e o p l e  t o  wa l k  o r  r i d e  

a  b i c y c l e  a t  t h e  wa t e r  g a t e  o f  i r r i g a t i o n .  

5 We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  p a i n t  l i n e s  o f  pe d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g :  a s  pe d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g  i s  n o t  

p a i n t e d  a t  t h e  C o o p e r a t i ve  H o s pi t a l  c a l l e d  S e i k y o  S h i n r y o j y o ,  i t  i s  d a n g e r o u s  f o r  p e o p l e  

t o  c r o s s  t h e  r o a d .  

6 We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  c u t  d e a d  t re e s  a nd  i n ve s t i g a t e  l a n d  s l i d e :  t h r e e  d e a d  t r e e s  i n  f o r e s t  

f o r  d i s a s t e r  s a f e t y  c a l l e d  h o a n r i n  a r e  c o nc e r n i n g  i f  t h e y  m a y  m a k e  r e s i d e n t s ’  h o u s e s  

c o l l a p s e .  

7 We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  r e p a i r  c u r b  mi r r o r :  m i r r o r  i s  n e e d e d  t o  a r r a n g e  a s  a n g l e  o f  t h e  

28 29



ISSN 2434-5334 
 

 

29 

i ns t a l l a t i o n  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t e d .  

8  We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  r e p a i r  c u r b  mi r r o r :  m i r r o r  n e e d s  t o  e xc h a n g e  a s  t he y  a r e  ve r y  

d e g r a d a t i o n .  8  i s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  p l a c e  a s  3  a n d  7 .  

T h e  s o u rc e :  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  a r c h i ve d  i n  t h e  K a m i s h i o j i r i  J i c h i k a i  d o c u m e n t s  s t o r a g e  c a l l e d  

b u n k o - k u r a .  

 

Notes  

1   The  people 's  organizat ion ca l led  j i ch ika i  in  Japanese  i s  expressed by the  
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The uni t ,  having r ight  to  vote  and obl igat ion to  labor ,  i s  not  an  individual  but  

a  household in  the  neighborhood  assoc ia t ion.  
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Ci ty  a t  the  Showa Merger .  On the  other  hand,  in  case  of  Shimoshio j i r i  j i chikai ,  

s ince  forest  owners  organized a  forest  owner ’s  assoc ia t ion,  they pay the  

wariyama  fee  to  the  assoc ia t ion every year .   

5   The use  of  th is  forest  land  has  been brought  a  sui t  between the  Kaishio j i r i  

and Nanjo ,  and then Nagano prefecture  have conducted t ree  plant ing program 

there .  Both dis tr ic ts  c lean together  the  boundary s i te  every year .  
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1 We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  r e i n f o r c e  e m b a n k m e n t  o f  H i g a s h i s a wa  m o u n t a i n  s t r e a m :  a s  l a nd  

s l i d e  i n  b o t h  s i d e s ,  we  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  c o n d u c t  i t  b e f o r e  d a m a g e s  i n  c e m e t e r y .  

2 We  re q u e s t  y o u  t o  p a i n t  l i n e  o f  c a r  s t o p ,  b e c a u s e  a c c i d e n t s  o f t e n  o c c u r  a s  v i e w  i s  no t  

g o o d .  

3 We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  r e p a i r  c u r b  m i r r o r :  mi r r o r  i s  n o t  u s e f u l  a s  i t  i s  t i l t e d .  

4   We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  r e p a i r  g u a r d  f e n c e :  a w r y  g u a r d  f e n c e  h i n d e r  p e o p l e  t o  wa l k  o r  r i d e  

a  b i c y c l e  a t  t h e  wa t e r  g a t e  o f  i r r i g a t i o n .  

5 We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  p a i n t  l i n e s  o f  pe d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g :  a s  pe d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g  i s  n o t  

p a i n t e d  a t  t h e  C o o p e r a t i ve  H o s pi t a l  c a l l e d  S e i k y o  S h i n r y o j y o ,  i t  i s  d a n g e r o u s  f o r  p e o p l e  

t o  c r o s s  t h e  r o a d .  

6 We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  c u t  d e a d  t re e s  a nd  i n ve s t i g a t e  l a n d  s l i d e :  t h r e e  d e a d  t r e e s  i n  f o r e s t  

f o r  d i s a s t e r  s a f e t y  c a l l e d  h o a n r i n  a r e  c o nc e r n i n g  i f  t h e y  m a y  m a k e  r e s i d e n t s ’  h o u s e s  

c o l l a p s e .  

7 We  r e q u e s t  y o u  t o  r e p a i r  c u r b  mi r r o r :  m i r r o r  i s  n e e d e d  t o  a r r a n g e  a s  a n g l e  o f  t h e  
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