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Abstract

The "- qgi (lai)" is a direction complement that indicates caught in the "gathering in one point"and "-
kai (lai)" means "spreading from the center". At first glance, "- gi (lai)" and "- kai (lai)" have contrary
semantic features, but they are also sometimes both used as indicating "starting and continuing™. Like:
{FHHE}Y T EMMW. (It began to drizzle.) In this example, "- kai (lai)" has an image of "spread"”
because it represents the "departure to an unspecified direction on the space”. Therefore, in the case of
expressing the meaning on the time of "to start”, the semantic feature of the "wide range movement" is
simultaneously included. On the other hand, "- qi (lai)" refers to the "acceleration phase" by converting
the semantic element of movement in one direction into the time domain.

In this paper, we compare the semantic differences between the direction complements "- kai (lai)"

and "- gi (lai)" which express the "start".
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