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Abstract

In the complicated international environment of the late 19th century, the Qing dynasty of China, a
patrimonial bureaucracy, had experienced profound transformation of its political structure in the process
of resisting the political and economic invasions of modern imperialist powers outside of the country.
The power struggle between the old and the new forces was fierce, and the complexity of the reform
period was remarkable. This paper expounds on the political structure of the late Qing dynasty and its
central decision-making characteristics through the analysis of the important figures and organizations

that had influenced the internal and foreign affairs of the dynasty.
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