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Use of Japanese Connective Expressions in the Discourse of Chinese 

Immigrant Wives: A Comparison with That of Native Japanese Speakers 
 

WANG Yuqing 
 

This study examines the discourse of Chinese immigrant wives living in Japan and their 
use of Japanese connective expressions by comparison to that of native Japanese speakers. 

Across both groups, the number of connective expressions does not differ, but their 

variety does. Nearly half the connective expressions used by native Japanese speakers 
(e.g. node and soshite) do not appear in the speech of Chinese immigrant wives. Chinese 

immigrant wives use the -te form frequently whereas native Japanese speakers exploit 

various connective expressions for connecting sentences in discourse. Such difference in 
usage of connective expressions can be useful for building a better relearning material for 

immigrant wives. It is important for those relearning Japanese to acquire the usage rule of 

-te form and of various types of connective expressions.  
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