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Abstract

The modal verbs are very rare and different from the general verbs. This paper aims to discuss some
of the properties of the negation “modal verb + verb” construction. The Chinese negative expression
“bu” and “mei (you)” have been one of the top topics in the grammatical research of modern Chinese.
In the negation “modal verb + verb” construction, sometimes the position of “bu” can be interchanged
with “mei (you)”. But using “bu” just denies intention and no other action, and using “mei (you)”
expresses that no action is the actual status. And the side confirmed that the “bu” expresses a kind of
static situation, and “mei (you)” expresses the conclusion of aspectual events.

In this article, I have observed a large number of examples and analyzed the semantic differences
between “bu” and “mei (you)”. I have also shown a new perspective to the study of “bu” and

“mei(you)”.
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