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Correlation of the Km3 tephra layer from the Kitaura Formation, Oga Peninsula, Akita Prefecture,

Japan, with the Om-SK110 Tephra
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Stratigraphic horizon of the Km3 tephra layer
intercalated in the lower part of the Kitaura For-
mation, Akita Prefecture, Japan, is located above
the calcareous nannofossil datum plane 11 (1.65
Ma). The Km3 tephra layer, approximately Im
thick, is mainly composed of volcanic glass shards

with minor amounts of plagioclase, quartz and -

biotite. On the basis of the stratigraphic position,
lithofacies, petrographic characteristics and chemi-
cal composition of glass shards, the Km3 tephra
layer is correlated to the Om-SK110 Tephra (1.65
Ma). By this result, it is clarified that the Km3
tephra layer was transported more than 450km
away from its probable volcanic center situated in
the Hida Mountain Ranges, central Honshu Island.

Key words : Km3 tephra layer, Om-SK110 Tephra,
Lower Pleistocene, correlation, wide-spread tephra,
calcareous nannofossil datum plane 11, Akita Pre-
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Fig. 1. Locality map of the study area, Oga Peninsula
and Gojome area.

Solid triangle shows the probable source of the Om-
SK110 Tephra. Solid circles show exposures of the
Om-SK110 Tephra.
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h, E¥EE 11 O LALICIIKRIE-SKLI0 77 5455 (&
JINED, 1996 ; BAB 34, 2000). THHOEETF 731, o
FREEILRZAETR & 2 KK RO EH I k- TR & A
12bDTHO, KINDEPD A 5T E SBT3
e SR (BAE, 200D, HKHESEEREEICB Y 2 HHEET
12, JLHBRTHOKmde 7758 LT, BEZOHE
DEAENRT 2) OTLicd v (EEEEH», 1988), FisEH
Bick ) 2 54w 12 1, HREER L0 Yel 77 5 & Bl
77 7 Oich B (I, 1999 : Sato et al, 2001). Z<EH
Tid, BREEES L ORI (Fig. D o) 2888 - &
HERMEO 7 75 (Fig. 2) ®5 5D Km3 7 7 3 #5K
E-SK110 7 7 S icxftha 3 & & 2 HiET 5.

Km3 77 S DERS L UiLHBa AR

BT - WHRILERE I, EROWE PRED 55 & ITAER
SNEHOF 7 s@EEIBAET 5 (bE, 1975). Km3 77
SRR N aicBE L, BEEEERE MBS LUt
OlbilicEH T 5 (Fig. 3). Mo Km3 77 54, EEH
110cm THEHOHER 2 = v oK E N3 (Fig. 4). &=
=y b, EERNTFOREOEVLNIHEEBREDZVK
ko TXBlEN B, BEHD 1lem PR OIL, b4
ZOKIREERE LEOGRE2E&0KLIKEB AT 5.
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Fig. 2. Stratigraphic correlation of maker tephra lay-
ers with calcareous nannofossil datum planes.
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3. JLH©O Km3 77 5 1%, BEMN80cm T, HEHOHERE 2
=y b SERENE (Fig. 4). BEHO 10cm i b
<, HHR~MKRD > 4 oKk SR E NS, ZD 41
DOIEREAT 35 cm o iE, PRIBP~BKIRD o+ 1 XD kLK
SRS N TEY, FTEEPRREENIRET S, S5k
O BN OBER 40 cm F i v ov b 3 A4 X0 KUK S
s hTwa, JUED Kms 77 7 Ji# & [, KB
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Kl s 22 EEE LHEOREGB LA LHE~DE
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E~thffiBIm 578 5. KUA 5 X OBEIFERE, n=1499-
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Yova v KBRS A &L (Table .
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Fig. 3. Localities of the tephra layers examined in
this study.

Base maps are from 1 : 25,000 scale topographic maps
of “Kitaura”, “Funakoshi”, “Yunomata” and “Yomogi-
naidai” by the Geographical Survey Institute of Japan.

BEfRIs &, 5, 1.65-1.60Ma EHEEE LT WS (Bl - KB,
1998, EA& 34>, 2000). Km3 77 53, AKEF v/ {baE
HEE 11 DR bAicd b (EREIES, 1999), KIE-SKI110 7
7 5 CFAUL BRI BB R AR T,

KiE-SK110 7 7 5 OFisie AENEE I B 2 5,
EEREFHRETZETHD (EFEH, 2000), BEXE
BLUHBBEHBO 7 7 5 Dlh T, ZORMAEETSF 7
SIEKm2575EKm3F75D0DATHD (Table1). Km
257753, ZHBROKUY S 25 55K K3 77
5 &L RET 5. KIE-SKI10 77 DKLUy 5 =1F, T
RoKxVREERAEIEET S, Km3 77 5 icdmE~rh
B KT 5 2 BELEERTEY, KIE-SKI10 577 5
DR EELL, WS h aHEEENSHV. £ T EPMA
Ik 5 KI5 2 DL T 21T, Kig-SK110 7 7
5 & OHEB AT - 72 (Table 2). BERFHBEFHO = x L
F—SEH EPMA 2 H W\ T, KIE-SK110 7 7 5 O
EEULHE (BiFiEs, 20000 THOWET-> 1. ZOEE;
Km3 77 5B L UKIE-SK110 77 5 & b, SiOE 718wt.%
BE, ALO;E 127 wt.% 1B, FeOE I wt.% EE, CaO &
08~09 wt.% 21, Na,O B 2.7 wt.% 2%, K0 & 44 wt.%
BETHD (Table 2), FEWITHAM L 1LFEHREBLTH
D, BN RS O E S R LTV B,
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EMmD, Kmd 77 7 3KIE-SK110 77 5 &xflbah s,
ORI kD, KIE-SK110 77 713, BILARMIC bHH
B EBELPELY, BEEEBIIBOTHH 1m OBEN
HHTEPLEZBE, SOITEAICOSTHT ZAFEHLH
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Fig. 4. Columnar sections of tephra layers.

Numbers to the right of columns show sampling horizons and sample numbers. These sample numbers corre-

spond to Sp. No. of Table 1 and 2.

Table 1. Petrographic characteristics of the tephra layers, collected from Oga and Gojome areas.

Tephra Name  Loc. Sp. Grain assemblage Glass

Mafic mineral assemblage

No. GI Pl Qz Mm Fr Shape Refractive Index=n (mode) Bt Hbl oxHot Cum Opx Cpx Grt Ain Zm Ap Opq

Hmg Kitaura 19 49 4 5 0 42 C 1.498-1.521(1.5165) + +
Hm10 Kitaura 18 96 1 05 0 25 H>C 1.501-1.502 (1.5015) + 4 + + 4

Km2 Funakoshi 17 98 0 0.7 07 06 T>C 1.498-1501(1.4995) +++ + +
Km2 Funakoshi 16 97 05 0 2 05 T 1.499-1.501 (1.499) 99 0 0 003 0 003 04 0O O
Km2 Funakoshi 15 85 5 15 2 65 T 1.498-1.500 (1.499) 98 05 0 O 0 0O 005 05 0O 05
Km3 Funakoshi 14 95 0 0 4 1 C 1.499-1.501(1.5005) % 1 0 o0 0 0 0 O 1 0 2
Km3 Kitaura 18 97 0 1 1 1 H>C 1.499-1.501 (1.500) 99 0 o0 o O 0o 0 0 1 0 0O
Km3 Kitaura 12 92 1 2 4 1 GC>H 1.499-1.501 (1.500) 9 0 0 0 0 0O 0O 0 1 0 ®
Km4 Kitaura 11 62 20 14 0 4 T 1.503-1.507 (1.505) 1 1 0 (4] 1 0 o] 0 1 28 67
Km4 Kitaura 10 14 35 20 0 31 T 1.504-1.507 (1.5055) +

Ygi Gojome 9 32 4 5 t 5 H 1.500-1510(1.5035) + A+t 4+ ++ o+ + 4
Ygi Gojome 8 48 3 5 1 43 H 1.499-1.508(1.502) 4 30 2 0 22 20 0 0 1 0 21
Bmt Gojome 7 95 1 0 0 4 H>C 1.499 - 1.504 (1.501) + + 4+ ++ + + +
Bm1 Gojome 6 71 3 2 0 24 H=C 1.499-1.503 (1.501) 3 43 03 0 15 10 0 0 17 4 23
Bm1 Gojome 5 97 1 05 0 15 C=H 1.501-1.503 (1.501) + 4+ + o+ + o+
Bm1 Gojome 4 9 1t 2 0 7 H>C 1.500-1.503 (1.501) 2 11 + 0 38 19 0 0 2 1 27
Bm4 Gojome 3 81 3 4 0 12 H>C 1.502-1.507 (1.505) 2 40 05 05 15 05 0 O 1 10 44
Bm4 Gojome 3P 82 35 3 05 11 C=T 1.503-1.506 (1.5045)

Bms Gojome 2 83 6 4 1 & C 1.501-1.509 (1.5055) 14 22 0 0 20 29 ©0 + 1 2 12
Bm5 Gojome 1 74 10 4 2 10 G 1.500-1.507 (1.505) 6 29 + 1 33 21 0 0 1 2 7

+':present, '++' : common, '+++' : abundant, Gl : Glass shard, P| : Plagioclase : Qtz : Quartz, Mm : Mafic minerals, Fr : Fragment, Bt : Biotite, Hbl : Hornblende, oxH
Oxy-hormblende, Cum : Cummingtonite, Opx : Orthopyroxene, Cpx : Clinopyroxene, Grt : Garnet, Aln : Allanite, Zrn : Zircon, Ap : Apatite, Opq : Opague minerals
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Km2 575, Km3775017Tm & L {1 32m e
Ho (Fig.2), KU# 7 A0tEHERSED T, Km3 577 5
CHUT AiEEOFHIHEEZE L TWE, CDlEhb,
Km?2 577 5 OB, Km3 77 7 & Rk 7R LR IR
DEFEMEAE W EZEL SN B, EEHRISE £ ORI Dk
& FTHESHFICE, Km2 77 5S4 857 75130
DETAEFETEI,

Km2?7§$$@Km3f7ﬁ®ﬁﬂ,Mmﬁ@ﬁ%'ﬁ‘

TR B TR ST RE M EEE TS T 75 & L
Tit, Kmd 775 n8biFonsd. Kmd 77 7id, Km3 77

F®3m b L Tm Fich o (Fig 2), # 7 AEHEREK
WK 5755, KUK 5 A RS HERMEERET B L, <
7 4w JEE LTRBII & » ARES X CHRECEE
5 - EEARL - AL - VLo v EES, ECIEDAK
GAZLSUT EHEETH S (Table 1. o, Kalimrs
2 OfbEEHRR 12, MgO &5 0.3 wt.% T Si0 & (78 wt.%)
A2ET 5575 L CHEVWEEZRTIE, CaOBA 2wt
% 5fBZTVBT &, K0 &N 1 wt.% i EFEFREIA
C IS B (Table 2). &, RH - B (2002)
X0, SK110 7 7 5 O MAIOEHEI, FiSHEEENTEA (B
BRATgE s MK LK ELE (TsA) SRS, Km3 77 3
MSKI0 77 Fiouthanizc &b, BEXEICBIFAS
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Table 2. Chemical composition of glass shards (water free 100 wt.% basis).
Total iron calculated as FeO. Chemical compositions of the Om-SK110 Tephra and Eb-Fukuda Tephra

are from Nagahashi et al. (2000).

and standard deviation in their respective groups.

2002—11

In case of multiple populations on chemistry, they expressed the mean

Tephra Name Hm9(Sp.19) Hm10(Sp.18) Km2 (Sp.16) Km3 (Sp.14) Km3 (Sp.12) Km4 (Sp.11) Yg1{Sp.8) Bm1(Sp.4)
Oxidewi% mean1i s mean2 s mean s mean S mean S mean S mean S mean S mean S
Si02 7787 201 7763 053 7770 0.27 7798 035 7828 0.26 78.19 0.24 78.22 0.39 7850 1.02 7757 0.22
TiO2 026 042 0.11 008 010 008 005:. 006 013 008 008 007 019 0.0 019 0.8 010 0.09
AI203 1260 0.66 12,88 0.20 1270 0.11 1282 0.19 1266 0.15 12.61 010 1341 0.17 1235 020 1277 0.17
FeO* 198 051 116 020 1.t18 009 104 016 099 015 097 013 137 014 145 060 125 0.14
MaO 0.10 011 0.12 006 006 008 008 008 009 0.09 008 009 0.13 008 0.10 010 004 006
MgO 020 022 0.00 000 002 003 001 003 002 0.04 003 004 032 006 0.10 015 001 003
CaO 167 070 065 012 060 009 077 005 081 008 08 005 215 007 1.01 065 0.69 0.06
Na20 319 077 288 017 309 0.7 274 017 264 014 262 042 329 014 311 070 290 0.23
K20 201 040 451 043 443 027 432 023 431 017 442 023 078 0.11 303 112 454 036
P205 0.14 0.14 0.05 005 012 0.5 018 0143 0.07 0.08 015 0.14 014 013 017 0.18 0.12 0.1
n= 11 4 13 14 15 13 13 13 13
Tephra Name Bm1(Sp.6) Bm1(Sp.7) Bm4 (Sp.3P) Bm5(Sp.2) Om-8K110  Eb-Fukuda
Oxidewt% mean1 s mean2 s meani1 s mean2 s mean s mean s mean S  mean s
Sio2 7899 0.80 7812 1.00 77.37 038 79.38 044 7890 0.30 78.25 0.21 7788 025 76.83 0.15
TiO2 022 009 011 009 010 0.05 021 010 028 010 023 0.10 0.10. 0.07 0.13 0.08
Al203 1215 0.36 1256 0.21 1284 021 1205 0.7 1208 0.18 12.13 0.16 1276 = 0.17 13.09 0.14
FeO* 167 027 136 017 1.10 030 142 0.2 166 013 125 0.24 097 014 151 023
MnO 008 009 0.08 007 008 0.08 006 006 0.11 0.07 005 006 0.05 007 0.07 0.08
MgO 013 007 001 002 000 001 009 008 020 006 0.06 008 0.05 006 0.01 002
Ca0 140 009 069 027 072 013 124 026 175 015 1.09 024 0.87 0.07 093 0.08
Na20 347 021 277 095 257 040 3.65 041 319 010 236 0.10 273 0.09 287 0.26
K20 179 044 427 076 5.09 047 182 021 172 015 450 0.26 445 0.06 4.38 035
P205 010 0.12 0.04 0.04 0.12 0.14 007 007 0.1 012 009 0.09 0.14 013 0.7 012
n= 10 4 8 5 12 12 10 10
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Bml 57 5%, AKEF v /ALAEER 120 TMICH D
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