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Case of “The Environment and Development in Developing Countries in Reality”,
General Education Subject of Niigata University
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Abstract

As a General Education subject, the class was aimed at exposing students to the reality of
the issue of the environment and development in a developing country on site. The visit to
the site took place from 16 to 29 September 2005 in Madagascar. Two days were spent for
visits to governmental and intergovernmental organizations, and four days for visits to JICA
and UNDP projects as well as a few other places in rural areas. On the way back to Japan, a
two-day stop in Bangkok helped the students compare Least Developed Country Madagascar
and more advanced Thailand. Two post-visits classes, submission of papers from students,
assessment of their achievements, evaluation of the class by the students and others are yet
to be done. As a pilot class, the costs were covered from a research budget, not the education
budget.
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