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Abstract

The behavior of looking at "keitai" (mobile phone)displays' has played various roles in non-verbal communications in real spaces.
To understand these roles, I administered one questionnaire to university students about the reason why they spontaneously look
at "keitai" displays in public places, even when they have no business to communicate, no actual call or no web page to check in a
hurry. The results showed that “keitai” usage can be largely separated into two cases; one case in which users handle "keitai" like
conventional small objects that existed from the past, and another case in which users try to make others around them believe that
they are 'communicating with somebody in another place.' Furthermore, I administered another questionnaire, in which I asked them
to select whether they would handle a “keitai” or other small objects in a public place. The result indicated that "keitai" users tend
to operate their own "keitai" in order to make others around them believe that they are 'communicating with somebody in another
place.” Such the way to use “keitai” can be interpreted as the users occasionally operate “keitai” like ‘wearing’ Multi-Contextuality.

It should be considered that the usage fairly affect our face-to-face communication today.
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