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‘Keitai’ (Cell phone) communication in soap operas
— The action of “Looking at keitai displays” pictured in the background in soap operas —
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Abstract

This report focused on the estimation of dates when background actors (“extras™) appeared in soap operas “looking at keitai (cell
phone) displays” and the tendency of the number of these extras to increase in recent years. The study analyzed soap operas that were
broadcasted in Japan from 1996 to 2010 for confirming that extras looking at keitai displays were first seen from 2000 to 2001 and that
their numbers significantly increased from 2008 to 2010. The increase in the two periods resulted from changes in the following three

conditions: the environment for communication, cell phone terminals, and service for keitai users.
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