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Frequency of noun usage
in closing sentences in newspaper articles
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We. focus on the frequency of noun usage in the closing sentences of a group of newspaper articles. We
investigate the existence of terms whose usage frequency in the closing sentences increases as the article
length increases. Data are compiled from 10 groups of newspaper articles obtained from the Nikkei
Newspaper Database '97 using 10 keywords randomly which include at least 300 articles. The nouns are
called "taiga terms" whose usage frequency in the closing sentences of each article increases as the
article length' increases ( "taiga” means 'big river' in Japanese) . Several "taiga terms" were extracted from
nine of the article groups. More than 80% of "taiga terms" differ from the most frequently used nouns
which appear in the 9 groups of articles. ’ o
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