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1 Traditionally terrorism cases in Japan were rather ‘assassination’
case than general terrorism case. Especially, there were many cases that
were murders of ‘one by one’, that is to say, the one direct target person
by the lonely right-wing youth, and some varieties of this pattern. For
example, murder case of Chairman of Japanese Socialist Party Mr. Asa-
numa by 17 year old Otoya Yamaguchi in 1960. In Japanese mental cli-
mate, indiscriminate bomb terrorism is thought as digging one’s own
grave for the execution group. Hijacking airplane cases sometimes occur-
red in Japan, but as terrorism case it was Yodo-gb hijack case in 1970.
On ground of this case, Act to punish hijacking airplane was enacted. In
this case, hijacker demanded to release several prisoners including
ordinary criminal, and they were released by overlawful reasons. There-
fore, this case was typical terrorism crime, and its way to treat the case
was clearly specific Japanese.
2 Then, what is ‘specific Japanese way' against the terrorism case?
Foreign Countermeasures against terrorists are “military operation” in a
word. Generally speaking, they never accede the demands of terrorists,
and should arrest terrorists. Foreign authorities concerned may also
consider the safty of the hostage, but that is not the primary issue. This
is because the terrorism cases are considered as a challenge to the
establishment of the state and society. And it is thought as ‘the problem
to select between the defence of the establishment and the support of
terrorists’.

By contrast with foreign attitudes, in Japan even terrorism cases
are also “criminal problems”, and the safty of the hostage is the primary
issue. This Japanese attitude has some common factors with that Japan
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has no structured terrorism problem within the nation, and that we have
the armed force named as Self-Defence Force, but they have not killed
any person and they have not been killed for more than 50 years since
the establishment, and that the police can not kill any criminal except
very rare case even if the criminal have a gun. All things considered, in
Japan this attitude ‘specific Japanese’ against terrorism is appreciated as
pertinent to the problems.

3 Now, we must consider the next problem ‘Matzumoto sarin case’
and ‘subway in Tokyo sarin case’. These cases correspond with the in-
discriminateness of the victims and violence without reasons against in-
nocent victims within the definition of the terrorism. On Maztumoto
sarin case, it is said that these criminals aimed at the life of the judge
who took the responsibility of the case about acquiring or not the real
estate by AUM sect. Never-the-less, the behaviors of these criminals
were too careless against the safties of lives and bodies of surrounding
people. We may judge these behaviors as anti-ideal of indiscriminate-
ness. Concerning the subway in Tokyo sarin case, AUM sect asserted
and tried to actualize in Tokyo “the fiction” of “the last war: Hal-
magedon”. This eschatology is such a dark and without any hope. As
Professor Sosuke Mita said that postwar history of Japan can be sum-
med up as ‘from ideal to fiction’, it was AUM sect that has tried to force
their fiction on the reality using technology at the pole position of the
fiction side. Writer Mr. Haruki Murakami, who wrote “Underground”
which collected interviews with victims of subway in Tokyo sarin case,
called the fictional narrative of AUM sect as ‘childish’, and Professor
Hayao Kawai called it as ‘naive’. This narrative strongly bound the be-
lievers, because this narrative is such a childish and naive one among
the narratives too specialized and sophisticated of contemporary Japan.
What were the factors that made possible such sarin terrorisms? Model
of ‘New new religion’ since 1970 was ‘joint model of business execution
association and consumers’, and different from ‘connected model of ‘fel-
low believers and bureaucrats’ of ‘old new religion’. New new religion
has commercilized structures that aim not at social reform, but at indi-
vidual self-reform, speculative investment for self-transformation. The
believers of new new religion cannot have understanding of the gap be-
tween self and the world, between self and society which is characteris-
tic of the adult. The believers of AUM sect aim at acquiring the another
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body which has a superability over the normal body regulated by ‘now
and here’. In addition to that, they seek devotedly only the body which
can sympathize directly with Asahara’s body. The world view of the
AUM sect may sum up as world views of the persons who indulged
themselves in ‘another world’, like these of Manga, animation, costume-
play, fortune-judgement, self-reform seminar and counseling, imitative
suicides after Yukiko Okada, Tzutomu Miyazaki case and murder of an
elementary school pupil in Kobe. But, we can read more radicalization in
behaviors of AUM sect individually as well as collectively that accord-
ing to absolutizing each relation with the head Asahara, members of this
sect may get rid of values, meanings and norms of the real world, and
live in their own distinct fictional world. We can read this in their self-
justifying naming of the organization of this sect after the state orga-
nization. Here is the reason why they can show the extreme indifference
and indiscriminateness against the lives of victims and other people.
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