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“Medicine as a Citizens’ Concern”: A Report

Shigeo NAGAOKA (Faculty of Education and Human Sciences)

Recent changes concerning medicine are varied, and yet each of them affects average citizens a
great deal. It is desirable that students be familiar with those issues and have ideas of their own on
what attitude to take in the future. This class concentrated on two themes which underwent drastic

changes recently: 1) ageing society and social security, and 2) physician-patient relationship and

informed consent. Two physicians, one journalist, and three professors from within the university

(economics, law, ethics) participated as lectures.

As a way to extract questions from otherwise reticent students, they were required to submit,
after each session, a short report with questions and impressions. This helped the lecturers to

understand what students had in mind.
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