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How can we teachers involve students in the class to make them study eagerly

Yuichi WATANABE (Faculty of Science)

All professors in Japanese colleges complain about the spiritlessness of students in the class irrespective of subjects taught.
In order to stimulate their sense of participation, an interactive lecture is absolutely necessary. Several factors, however, impede
interactive teaching of natural science in general education course. As I have already described ( Vol. 2, p.143) , students are
heterogenous as to their curricular background of natural science; we usually teach students both with and without learning
experience of a given science subject in high school. Moreover, professors often have as many as 200 students in a class. In
this article, an attempt to pursue an interactive class is described. In a nutshell, it is a kind of forced preparation in which
students are required to make a report on the subject that contains important viewpoints what professors stress afterwards.

Another type of class in which students' reports are used is also described, where they are divided into small groups (up to 8),

discuss an assigned issue and present the obtained conclusions.
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