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The average point of student evaluation of teaching tends to
become higher in the second than in the first term

Yuichi G. WATANABE (Faculty of Science)

In the course of analysis of the results of student' evaluation of teaching in Niigata
University, I noticed that the classes of natural sience and humanities were more
highly evaluated in the second than in the first term. This fact urged the author to
inquire if there is a similalr trend in other universities. In this article, the data of
student's evaluation from 7 national universities were analyzed. As expected, the above-
mentioned trend was seen in 6 of 7 universities irrespective of the fields of subjects.

The reason that the classes tend to receive better evaluation in the second term is
discussed in relation to 1) an increased student's tolerance to classes that are quite
different from those of high schools, 2) an augmented rate of absenteeism of students,
and 3) a lowered collection rate of questionnaires.

In view of the different quality of students as shown in this article, care must be

taken in comparing the data of student evaluation between the first and second terms.

Key Words: Student evaluation of teaching, Comparison of results of questionnaire,

A term-related lenient tendency
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