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Narrative Approaches in Philosophy, Law, Health Care
—Clinical Knowledge and Human Life—

Haruo YAMANOUCHI (Niigata University Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences)

Abstract

We held an open multidisciplinary symposium about “narrative approaches” on March 1, 2003, at
Daishi Hole, Niigata City. The goal of the symposium was to improve the education and the research on
biomedical ethics at Niigata University. Three faculties of Medicine, Law, and Humanities jointly designed
the program. Four simposists were invited : Professor Noe (Tohoku University) started with the basic
philosophical foundation of narratology ; Professor Onozaka (Niigata University) and Professor Tanase (Kyoto
University) presented about narrative approaches in legal studies ; Professor Miyasaka (Niigata University)
talked about health care narratology. There were around 100 audience participated and some joined
discussion with speakers. We found possibility of the application of narrative concepts and methods
presented here to biomedical ethics, especially to the improvement of teaching plans and methods. The
symposium also encouraged us to challenge basic study to theoretical foundation of narrative-based

medicine and health care.
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