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But he[Jesus]turned and rebuked them[James and John], and said, Ye know not what

manner of Spirit ye are of. For the Son of Man is not come to destroy mens lives, but
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to save them.'®’
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And when His desciples James and John saw it[the Samaritans’ not welcoming Jesus],
they said, Lord, wilt Thou that we command that fire come down from Heaven, and

consume them [the Samaritans], even as Elias did?
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..now we are under the Oeconomy of the Gospel, not of the Law, and are not to do as
Elias did, that is, not to teach or practise any thing, but what the setled Canon of the

Scripture, the revealed Will of God, will own; '
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That the Spirit of Elias was a Spirit of Revenge, and Retaliation, to have the Law
inflicted upon Offenders, to the utmost severity: And therefore they who can indulge

themselves the enjoyment of that Hellish Sensuality, that Spirit of Revenge, or
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Retributing of Injuries, without any mercy or forgiveness, are not of the Spirit of
Christ."”
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So they, who do not practise that high piece of Christian perfection, of overpowering
evil with good, and so heaping those precious Coals of Love, and Blessing, and

Prayer, uopn their Enemies heads, are not of Christ's Spirit."”
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Well, now 'tis time to tell you what the Gospel-Spirit is: And that we have done in part
already, by setting down what the Mind of Christ was, and how he behav'd himself in
his Conflicts towards his malicious Enemies, who despitefully us'd him. And by his
meek and merciful behaviour towards them, we may gather, that Men of Implacable
Malice, of Corrupt Principles, Hereticks and Schismaticks, may be capable of

Humanity and Mercy: "
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Go smite Amaleck, and utterly destroy all that they have, spare them not; but slay
bothe Man and Woman, Infant and Suckling, Ox nad Sheep, Camel and Ass. (1 Sam.
15.3) W@
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..that Gall which will embitter, and sower every thing that comes near it, put Men
upon cruel, bloody, abominable Assassinations, inflicting death (and that with savage
cruelty) without any legal proceedings, but meerly to satisfie their malice, and bring

about pernicious designs.”
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..they, who let fly their Thunder-bolts, scatter thick their their Anathema’s, and by
their Spiritual Assassinacy, cursing Mens Persons, with Bell, Book and Candle, make
way for Blood and Slaughter, and after that in their Martyrologies, place their
Murtherers as Martyrs, they may call themselves, Men of the Society of Jesus, but they
are of another Spirit, far different from the Spirit of the Lord Jesus; They are not of the

(26)

Gospel-Spirit.
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But they, who vent their own Sinister Plots, for his [God’s] Inspirations, and tell the
People, that God puts them upon such Designs, do not only take his Name in vain, but
do commit a Sin worse than Perjury: For that only calls him to be a Witness to an

Untruth, but this make him the principal and first Author of a Lye.””
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We know that they [Popery] pretend the Church of Rome, but they intend the Court
of Rome; their loud cry is not for Diana, but for the Silver-Shrine; not for the State of
the Church, but for the State and Pomp of the Church-Men, to make the Pope and his
Clergy absolute Lords of the World; “”
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.80 in another [point], of Deposing of Kings, to confound and entangle the more
Curious and Inquisitive, they [Popery] have recourse to this Forge, and with a Good-
Quill, and within a few Distinctions, they are able to remove any King's Crown from
his Head.®”
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...we shall find Popery, for the most part, to be but a meer Contrivance of the Wit of
Man, an Invention of Ambition, Covetousness, Sensuality, but upon Humane
Traditions, and those many time contrary to the Canon of Scripture, and setled [sic]
Rules of Duty.*”
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And beeing deeply sensible of the imminent danger both the King and Kingdom are
in; to other searchings, let every one of us add the searching of his own Heart, to see
what Sins, what bold, presumptuous, unrepented Sins lie hid and lodged there, to
lament over these, and to remove those Troubles of our Israel; that God may yet take

delight to do us good, and be once more intreated for the Land."’
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