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EXPERTISE AND EVALUATIVE DEVELOPMENT IN MUSIC
Yoko Oura

One hundred and forty-seven college students and 50 sixth-grade children, each
being classified into three groups according to piano-playing skill, rated goodness of
five sets of four performances (original (O), monotonous (M), swapped (S), and
artificial (A)). M was constructed by electronically equalizing the intensity of the
sounds, S by swapping the intensity among a half of the sounds, and A by assigning the
intensity to each sound according to three rules. Immediately after the initial rating,
the college students were exposed to the same sets of performances and were asked to
rate again and to choose from eight adjectives the one describing best each perfor-
mance. Analyses of ratings and of adjective selection revealed that even the non-
learners could differentially and appropriately evaluate three performances (O, M, and
S); as to A, the better skilled, the more negative was the subjects’ .evaluation.
Coherence of ratings across the five sets for best performance was greater among the
better skilled and the older subjects. Stability of goodness ranking between the two
ratings by the college students was higher among the experienced than the non-
learners. '

Key words : productive expertise, receptive expertise, evaluative development,
aesthetic evaluation.
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TABLE 1 Means (SDs) of the sum of goodness
ratings for performances
Group Performance
Original Monotonous Swapped  Artificial

College students
Junior experts{(#=32) )
20.88(3.12) 14.06(2.77) 5.53(1.22) 12.66(3.25)
Novices(#=24)
19.88(2.98) 15.42(2.50)
Non-learners (% =91)
18.85(2.94) 15.91(2.76)

6.71(1.81) 16.21(3.76)
9.23(3.16) 16.88(3.36)

Sixth-grade children
Junior experts(n=86)
) 22.83(1.47) 16.33(3.83) 11.00(6.96) 15.83(5.78)
Novices(n=1T7)
20.53(2.74) 18.24(3.68) 9.00(3.84) 16.29(4.58)
Non-learners(n=27)
21.30(2.83) 18.70(3.77) 12.70(4.65) 17.85(4.24)
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