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Developmental process of a disaster aid organization based on cooperation among
nursing universities and autonomous communities
—Analysis of the activities by University of Niigata Prefecture Disaster Aid
Cooperation Council using ecomaps—
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Abstract On the basis of the experiences of Niigata Prefecture in disaster nursing in past disaster situations, the
University of Niigata Prefecture Disaster Aid Cooperation Council was constituted in February 2009 as part of a system
for disaster prevention and disaster support, consisting of autonomous communities and educational facilities, including
nursing universities. In the present study, 7 members of the council drew their ecomaps in February 2009 and July 2012,
and the differences were analyzed, in order to clarify how the council developed cooperation and achieved systemization
after it was constituted. The results showed that the number of cooperative relationships for all of the members increased
from 51 in total at the time of constitution of the council to 80 after 3 years and 5 months. The changes in the systemization
of the members showed the development of cooperation between different departments within a nursing university,
among universities, and between universities and autonomous communities. It was also found that a wide variety of
members from highly specialized agencies to individuals, such as disaster medical coordination teams, NPOs and
volunteers participated and achieved systemization in the council, leading to expansion of the whole organization. Such
development in cooperation and systemization was considered to be due to the establishment of substantive mutual
exchanges among nursing universities and autonomous communities, as well as due to push forward the organization by
its collaborative works in disaster relief for victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake also in neighboring prefectures.
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