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What say of it ? what say of CONSCIENCE grim,
That spectre in my path ?
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I.am the descendant'of a race whose imaginative and easily excitable tempefament

has at all times rendered them remarkable; and, in my earliest infancy, I gave
evidence of having fully inherited the family character. As I advanced in years it
was more strongly developed . . .(427)
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I could now find room to doubt the evidence of my senses: and seldom called up -
the subject at all but with wonder at the extent of human credulity, and a smile at

~ the vivid force of the imagination which I hereditarily possessed. (438)
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Death approaches;‘ and the shadow which foreruns him has thrown a softenirig
influence over my spirit. I long, in:passing through the dim valley, for the
sympathy--I had nearly said for the pity--of my fellow-men. I would fain have them
believe that I have been, in some measure, the slave of circumstances beyond
human control. I would wish them to seek out for me, in the details I am about to
give, some little oasis of fatality amid a wilderness of error. I woﬁld have them allow
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--what they cannot refrain from allowing--that, although temptation may have ere-
while existed as great, man was never thus, at least, tempted before--certainly,
never thus fell. And is it therefore that he has never thus suffered ? (427)
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event brought this evil thing to pass, bear with me while I relate.” (426 —27)
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