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But he [Jesus] turned about and rebuked them [James and John], and said, ye know not of
what spirit ye are. For the Son of Man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them.
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And when His desciples James and John saw it [the Samaritans' not welcoming Jesus],
they said, Lord, wilt Thou that we command that fire come down from Heaven, and consume
them [the Samaritans], even as Elias did?
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The Miracles of it [the Christian Religion] are ‘the great external evidence and
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confirmation of its truth and Divinity; but the morality of its Doctrines and Precepts, so
agreeable to the best Reason, and wisest apprehensions of mankind, so admirably fitted for
the perfecting of our natures, and the sweetening of the spirits and tempers of men, so
friendly to human Society, and every way so well calculated for the peace and order of the
world. @
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He [Jesus] came to discountenance all firerceness and rage and cruelty in men, one
towards another; to restrain and subdue that furious and unpeaceable Spirit, which is so
troublesome to the world, and the cause of so. many mischiefs and disorders in it: And to
introduce a Religion which consults not only the eternal Salvation of mens souls, but their
temporal peace and security, their comfort and happiness in the world.
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They [the main and fundamental precepts of the Gospel] require us, to be merciful, as our
Father which is in Heaven is 'merciful; to be kind and tender-hearted, forbearing one another,
and forgiving.one another, if any man have a quarrel against any, even as God for Christ's
sake hath forgiven us: And to put on, as the elect of God, bo'wels of mercy, meekness and
long-suffering, and to follow peaée with all men, and ro shew all meekness to all men: %
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...Which [a much worse spirit than James and John's] by falshood and perfidiousness, by
secret plots and conspiracies, or by open sedition and rebellion, by an Inquisition or a
Massacre;. by deposing and killing Kings, by fire and sword, by the ruine of their Country,
and betraying it into the hand of Forreigners; and, in a word, by dessolving all the bonds of
humane Society, and subverting the peace and order of the World, that is, by all the wicked
wayes imaginable doth incite men to promote and advance their religion. * '
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...when it [religion] serves to no other purpose, but to be a bond of conspiracy, to inflame
the tempers of men to a greater fierceness, and to set a keener edge upon their spirits, and
to make them ten timesd more the children of wrath and cruelty than they were by nature, then
surely it loses its nature and ceases to be Religion: ®
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But I must charge their [Catholics'] Doctrines and Principles with them; I must charge the
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Heads of their Church, and the prevalent teaching and governing part of it, who are usually
the contrivers and abetters, the executioners and applauders of these cursed Designs. ®
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I would to God they [the Catholics] would but seriously consider this one difference
~ between our Religion and theirs, and which of them comes nearest to the Wisdom which is
from above, which is peaceable, and gentle, and full of mercy.”
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