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Abstract : Japanese Environmental Policies were claimed to be good practices of effective use of
Command and Control methods and industrial Self-Restraint. But, in recent years, the limits to
Command and Control and Self-Restraint methods have become evident. Japanese Environmental
Policies, which have been targeted on relative contamination levels such as emission standards and
environmental standards, failed to manage the total environmental resource input. The importance of
total environmental resource management and the limit of technological progress could be examined in
a simple expression. We use “Inverse Eco-Efficiency” variable to show the aggregate use of
environmental resources, and the time related features of total environmental resource input. An
empirical analysis is provided for Japanese transport sector. Finally, we conclude with the synthesis of
the policy options into the notion of “Environmental Resource Management™ which is necessary to

sustain our material sustainability within the limits of natural system of entropy exhaustion.
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