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Analysis of Word Familiarity and Components of Conventional Shosaiyomi
with the Change of Difficulty of Kanji Characters

Tetsuya Watanabe, '

Toshimitsu Yamaguchi,”’

Bunji Watanabe, * and Shinichi Okada"

Abstract - We analyzed the word familiarity and components of shosaiyomi of screen reader products. The
word familiarity and components were compared among three groups of Kanji difficulty; educational Kanji group,
common use Kanji group, and JIS 1 level Kanji group. It was found that as the degree of difficulty increases, (1)
word familiarity lowers, (2) the number of Kanji characters which can be explained simply with the pronunciation
and paired Kanji characters decreases, and accordingly (3) the number of Kanji characters which are explained
with elements of Kanji or the names of famous persons or places increases.
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Table | Examples of components of shosaiyomi.
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Fig. 1 Classification of Kanji characters by three standards.
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Fig. 2 Change in word familiarity with the change in
difficulty of Kanji characters.
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Fig. 3 Change in the proportion of shosaiyomi components with the change in difficulty of Kanji characters.
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