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Tsangmo, playful singing dialogues of Bhutan: Inheritance activities in

school education
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Ino Yoshihiro, Kuroda Kiyoko, Kato Tomiko, Gondo Atsuko, Yamamoto Yukimasa,
Tshewang Tashi, Pema Wangchuk

Tsangmo is a type of playful singing dialogue that can be found in all regions of Bhutan. Tsangmo emerged from
Bhutan's religious context and was fostered throughout its history and cultural climate. It is enjoyed as a pastime
during breaks in grazing as well as on other occasions, such as when families gather for Buddhist memorial
services. Bhutan's recent decades of modernization have, however, drastically changed the state of traditional
Tsangmo and its transmission is becoming threatened.

On the other hand, Tsangmo is taught in many schools as part of traditional culture education or general
education through Bhutan's national language of Dzongkha. Zsangmo tournaments are also frequently held.

This paper examines the current state of ZTsangmo, with a particular focus on Zsangmo in school education. Along
with outlining the form that Zsangmo takes in schools, with specific attention to the case of Tsangmo tournaments,
the significance of and challenges for the transmission of Zsangmo through school education are considered.

The school discussed in this paper is Samtengang Central School, which is located in Nyishog gewog, Wangdue
Phodrang Dzongkhag, Bhutan.

Tsangmo tournaments have a clear place in annual school activities and usually consist of competitions between
houses (groups made up of students across different grades) within the school. The Tsangmo tournament that
was observed was a competition between two groups, consisting of both males and females, in a format where
one student sings to the other group and then one student from that group sing in response. This form of group
competition is the same as the traditional 7sangmo Cheyni that has been observed in previous investigations.
The tournament took place in front of a gathering of the entire student population of the school. On the day, there
were forty-three calls and responses for a total of eighty-six songs. Students skillfully prepared three ancient
melodies and were capable of responding swiftly to the questions from the other group. The content of the poetry

2015.10.26 =¥
VTR K EE S

ML YN YNy

M S NS e

IR B R R SR
BB RVA= R N i
SoxusBEHL VY
TYT=HAR (T)=FVA)



168 P RFHE eI 6 8 & H2T

included both traditional texts and, in some cases, relevant improvisation. Additionally, the students were capable
appropriately conveying the character of various songs such as Nyen Lue (“a song that is easy on the ears”) and Dra
Lue (“fighting song”), greatly delighting the audience.

In this way, Tsangmo takes its place alongside other forms of traditional song and dance in the educational
activities of schools in Bhutan. In schools, Tsangmo retains its traditional character while simultaneously

undergoing changes as it is transmitted.
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Choe ni jam tshoo la faka
Nga ni jantsho tsuka

Ley dang mi lam yoe na
Jamtshoo la bu la zom sho
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Kham bu khalu zhim ba
Meto mila ze ba

Kham shing shiggi tsa wa
Zha shi ney ru gaway
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Doma kham to la chi gi
Za na nga ya la ma do
Ga na choe yang lo sho
Nga che ni bey za gey
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Den chu kha ga dru zhi
Doena rang yang ma lang
Ga na choe yang lo sho
Dong ko chap di doe gey
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Sem dha sem ni thuen ba
Yab yum ka ge ma nang
Sha dna sey mo ni ku
Drey wa drey sa mindy
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Choe zhel karsel la dawa

Ling zhi korwa la ma jung
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Yar gi lha ye zhing kham
Tey mo ta wa ju gey
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Choe ni sergi bum ba

Nga ni maja dang dru

(Ley da mi lam yoe na

Choe sham tramo zom gey) X 2
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Yar gi gang gi bar na

Khar sel dawey kil khor
Tha ye jang la yoe ru

Nge sem choe lu shor song
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Nge ye milam la na lu

Bu tsu choe ra thong mey
Nge ye milam di ley

Tsho ni miru ga way

(10-5%®B

Ja chi nam la fu song
Gondo sa la lue song

Ja mo damtsi yoe na
Gondo yae khor chap sho
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Gongtey go mi khor di mo ya

Lo dang daw yang song ye mo ya
Thri do nimi zhey re mo ya

Dari ma to ma jey mo ya

Yue thoey yue mi kho di mo ya
Lo dang daw yang song ye mo ya
Ta sha choe gi zhey re mo ya
Dari ma to ma jey mo ya

(12)-5@cC

Choe zhel dren bi wang gi mo ya
Nam khai dawa shar tsey mo ya
Dawa choe zhel thong di mo ya
Nam lu fu gop jung song mo ya
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Rang sem thuen bi la bu mo HaA b & e

La dha lung gi la che di Moz ) 0% (#EL) IZwabiFhs
Nye sem choe nyel di BOLEH %% B> TIRS
Milam na jong sho BOFIZETLZEN
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Nyoe su che ni mi pa HES) DN TERVWEE
Lo dha dawa jo ru R 44w

Nga dha che ni mi pa FLELoThniT &

Sem kha lhang lhang Iren do WOLLhLESTET
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Choe ni ser sho meto BT E B WAL

Nga ni chukar meto IO P Z72nBHDft
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Nyamjur ze bi tasha A& DV

Ga zum ley bi zhel rey SEFED WL B

Sung key lhang lhang go tsey FEEALAREL L

Nyesem choe lu sho song RONED 72 E ko7
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Zimchung zecha nang ley RDEND

Zhel rey kilkhoro jey tsey IO LW R 2 72

Tse che cho ni dawa i H 73

La ley sha do zum bey WO E2ABTTL A2DIBTS
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Zi zi chen gi zi da

Kha ze nang lu ley bey
Chen gi zi di ma zha
Dro ram zey ba jon sho
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Phagi pang la zhu bi
Khado ley bi la meto
Nang di chago noe ru
Troe bi rang wa mindu
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Choe zhel kumi karpo
Thong na sem pa ga wa
Ta na mi lu ja wa

Dum ra ze bi gencha
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Choe ni sergi la zul ki
Nga ni nulgi la zul ki
Ley da mi lam yoe na
Zimo bu lu zom sho
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Choe ni tasha zhenpa
Nga ni menchung bu mo
Ley da milam yoe na
Khang za tramo zom gey
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Thong na milu jawa
Nyen na sung key han ba
Sam ya sem ya ga wa
Choe ley lhadi gop mi
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Jatshoen khado ley rung mo ya
Ten cha doe wa mindu mo ya

Mi gi ta wa ma tse mo ya

La ba len ni yoe rung ga way X 2
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Choe ni che gel japan &7 72\ XAVEI H A
(Choe nijamtshoo la faka HzZmEomE H v E )
Nga ni drukgi mi ser ME7—=% v A
(Nga ni jamtshoo la tsuka D 25 SV FE )

Ley da mi lam yoep ley ED3E > 72D T
(Lay dang mi lam yoe na L LEMGDRHLDRD)

Sam tey gang lu zom chi LT TENE LR
(Jhamtshoo bu lu zom sho MOBEAPTENEL L))
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BAEZLMAOR D L, £3, BINBEORSY, 4, MAVR SN, KISEEHLELREIEPNL TV,
INHIR [EEOEROFES 5 il [FEE: 3ul (g 28] [ v— /= V=D 4 5] TH
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section of word new |courageous | point
student
RA/F4M| SEOEIR HE e | Fov—/=x - HIE | 8 |72 & Ealw| &5
DFE V—=DIEZ T
5 3 2 4 3 5 3
aXA 3|3 212 1|1 313 1|2 2|2 2|2 29
b XA 2 1 1 2 1 2 1 10
cXB 3 1 1 2 2 3 3 15
dXB 4|4 313 2|2 4|4 3|3 5|4 3|3 47
e XC 3|3 2|15 1|2 3|2 2|1 313 2|2 30.5
fXC 3 2 2 3 2 3 2 17
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) E Mo di9) 2HAH L), FFTIIMUCE L HEVEDYEH L, ZOYE, F v (Chaka : FELT
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