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By the end of the 1960’s most people of the Western world,
even in America, felt the prevalence of despair. This was a new
experience for civilized mankind, especially for Americans. In
Europe there reigned cynicism and calculation, something that to
many people of the Old World was at least not entirely unfa-
miliar .... In more and more places American civilization was
succumbing to the temptations of a motorized and drugged witches’
sabbath, at the edges of which reappeared the impassive ghost of
the Indian.

In any event, the old things and beliefs were now beginning
to go very fast. In many ways the end of the Modern Age, of
the only civilization that some of us have known, began to set
in....this devolution....was now visible in almost every field of life.
The monstrosity of government, the impotence of Powers, the
separation of races, the conformity of nations, the purposelessness
of society, the fiction of prosperity, the dissolution of learning,

the meaninglessness of the arts, the desruction of nature, the
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decay of science, the faithlessness of religion, the mutation of
morality were, all, at hand.
John Lukacs, The Passing of the Modern Age (1970)
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There’s a shipment of frozen parts come in downstairs
hearts and kidneys and brains and the like. I can hear them
rumble into cold storage down the coal chute. A guy sitting in
the room someplace I can’t see is talking about a guy up on
Disturbed killing himself. Old Rawler. Cut both nuts off and bled
to death, sitting right on the can in the latrine, half a dozen
people in there with him didn’t know it till he fell off to the
floor, dead. (Ken Kesey, One Flew Qver the Cuckoo’s Nest)
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IN Watermelon sugar the deeds were done and done again as
my life is done in watermelon sugar. I’ll tell you about it because
I am here and you are distant....

I live in a shack near iDEATH. I can see iDEATH out the
window. It is beautiful. I can also see it with my eyes closed
and touch it. Right now it is cold and turns like something in
the hand of a child. I do not know what that thing could be.
(Richard Brautigan, In Watermelon Sugar)
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Yet the cost has been high: in the hands of these writers
the novel has increasingly abandoned richness for ingenuity, has
taken on a brittle, deliberately flat quality, where most of the
traditional human preoccupations and emotions are conspicuous by

their absence. It may be argued, of course, that they are doing
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not more than reflect what Podhoretz calls the ‘incredible nature’
of American reality; but if this is so, then it is done without
comment and without apparent distancing, in ways that correspond
to what Marcuse has called the ‘one-dimensional’ consciousness.

Bernard Bergonzi, The Situation of the Novel. A Pelican
book. 1972,
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knowing that his own worst dream, and best, was of a horse
which was itself the flesh of all violent dreams; knowing this
dream, that the horse was in their sitting room.... knowing the
horse on sight and listening while it raises one shadowed hoof on
the end of a silver thread of foreleg and drives down the hoof to
splinter in a single crash one plank of that empty Dreary Station
floor.
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