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Thus she went forward from farm to farm in the direction of
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the place whence Marian had written to her, which she deter-
mined to make use of as a last shift only, its rumoured
stringencies being the reverse of tempting. First she inquired for
the lighter kinds of employment, and, as acceptance in any
variety of these grew hopeless, applied next for the less light,
till, beginning with the dairy and poultry tendance that she
liked best, she ended with the heavy and coarse pursuits which
she liked least — work on arable land.... She had, in fact,
reached Flintcomb-Ash. ... There seemed to be no help for it;
hither she was doomed to come.(305-6)
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... her journey again leads her into portents of the life ahead
of her.... Always Tess had to move, usually to harsher and
more punishing territories?
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The wife of Angel Clare put her hand to her brow, and felt its

curve, and the edges of her eye-sockets perceptible under the soft
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skin, and thought as she did so that a time would come when
that bone would be bare. ‘I wish it were now, she said. (301)
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Under the trees several pheasants lay about, their rich plumage

dabbled with blood.... all of them writhing in agony, except

the fortunate ones whose tortures had ended during the night by

the inability of nature to bear more.(302)
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She could not bear to let them (her sovereigns) go. Angel had
put them into her hand, had obtained them bright and new
from his bank for her; his touch had consecrated them to
souvenirs of himself — they appeared to have had as yet no
other history than such as was created by his and her own
experiences —and to disperse them was like giving away relics.
But she had to do it, and one by one they left her hands.(297-8)
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Here the air was dry and cold, and the ‘long cart-roads were

blown white and dusty within a few hours after rain. There

were few trees, or none.... (305)
D LWHETREOHICHRIEL > FHVENB LI E - TL B,
.. the whole-field ‘was in colour a desolate drab.... The sky

wore, in another colour, the same likeness; a white vacuity of
countenance with the lineaments gone. So these two upper and
nether visages confronted each other all day long, the white face
looking down ‘on the brown face, and the brown face looking up
at ‘the white face. ... (309)
RO, #2432 T8REEULNK] B LTV 2, PHTT T/ER
Bhotek ) BMEMNPL - TEL, ‘
- Every twig was covered with a white nap as of fur grown from
the ‘rind during the 'night, “giving it four times its usual
‘stoutness; ‘the whole bush or tree forming a staring sketch in
white lines on ‘the ‘mournful gray of the sky and horizon.
‘Cobwebs revealed their ‘presence on sheds and walls...hanging
like' loops of white wordted from salient points of the out-
houses, posts, and gates. (311-2)
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Hardy's purpose is to show that here, where the agricultural life

of England is most brutal, all these girls, whatever their

individual differences, are reduced to slaves of the system —

both the technically chaste and the technically fallen, those who
have kept their human integrity in spite of circumstances and
those who have let themselves become brutalised. From now on,

Tess is presented increasingly as the representative of an entire

group.”
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WEPEFHLEEROEERICIE > T Wi ZOBRRBFRITIIM o1,
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VaDBHEIOHTREZCETH A, £0VLE2E LT [FHE (5548%)
R EFTA LD,

I must cry to you in my trouble —I have no one else! I am so
exposed to temptation, Angel. I fear to say who it is, and I do
not like to write about it at all. But I cling to you in a way
you cannot think! Can you come to me now, at once, before

anything terrible happens?...I think I must die if you do not
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come soon, or tell me to come to you.... Come to me — come

to me, and save me from what threatens me!(359-60)
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