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—Adieu, adieu! Adieu, remember me.
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Of the numerous motion picture and television versions of Hamlet to date
(there are more of them than of any other play), LAURENCE OLIVIER's
film (1948) has made the greatest impact...Through the film, easily the most
influential production of the play since World War II, a great deal of stage
tradition was transmitted to subsequent productions, on and off the screen.
So were features that the film originated. For Hamle's first soliloquy, for
example, Kozintsev took over Olivier's voice-over delivery, with the

improvement that the Russian actor was not isolated but passing among the
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courtiers. That its influence is still active may be seen in the many echoes

of it in the plot structure and blocking of Zeffirelli’s 1990 film.
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So oft it chances in particular men

That through some vicious mole of nature in them,
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By the o’ ergrowth of some complexion

Oft breaking down the pales and forts of reason,

Or by some habit grown too much; that these men -
Carrying, I say, the stamp of one defect,

Their virtues else - be they as pure as grace,

Shall in the general censure take corruption

From that particular fault.
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This is the tragedy of a man who could not make up his mind.
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