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Abstract

We reported five cases of impacted maxillary canines reffered to our clinic, and discussed
the cause of impaction, some clinical diagnostic criteria for discovery and the treatment
procedures.

The age of patients at the time of discovery of impaction was ranged from 8-year-6-m0nth
to 11-year-8-month. Four out of five cases occurred unilaterally and their incidence was equal
between right and left sides. The remaining one occurred bilaterally. Two cases were reffered
to our clinic by private clinics with the complaint of delayed eruption of maxillary canines, and
the other 3 cases were detected during the periodical visit to our clinic. The primary canines
were left at the time of discovery of impaction in 4 cases. On X-ray examination, we recognized
the mesial inclination of the impacted canines in all cases and assessed the impacted teeth to
- be positioned palatal in four cases.

In mild cases where the patients were younger, it was possible to improve the eruption
paths of impacted canines with extraction of the primary canines and space maintenance. In
severe cases where the patients were older, we treated the impacted teeth with surgical
exposure and orthodontic traction. The most severe one was removed after a trial for traction
during 8 months. |

Successful results of impaction are considered to be achieved by the careful assessment of
the age of the patient, the condition of the primary canine and the cautious palpation of the
labial gingiva around the canine position. The treatment mode and the prognosis are deter-
mined by the position of the crown and the degree of the root formation of the impacted canine.



