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Patients with a severe cerebral dysfunction which is due to head injury, cerebrovascular

disease, and brain tumor, usually have acute general dysfunction.

The management of

these patients should be carefully monitored and integrated by specialists and trained

nursing teams in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU).

In our department, 61% of the patients

with brain tumors and 72% of the patients with cerebrovascular diseases were intensively

cared for during the postoperative periods in the last 5 years.

A case was presented of

a 13-year-old boy with a severe cerebral contusion and an acute epidural hematoma. He

was treated by barbiturate therapy, and recovered without neurological deficits.
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In this paper, the barbiturate therapy is reviewed and the intensive care of neurosurgical

patients is discussed.

Key words: intensive care, barbiturate therapy, intracranial pressure, monitering
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