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The present status of viral diseases transmitted by
blood and/or blood products

Namlko YOSHIHARA

Department of Blood Products, National Institute of Health

Transmission of infectious diseases by the administration of blood, its components or

derivatives has been known since the beginning of transfusion. Cases of such transmission

have increased with the striking increase of the use of blood produscts in the past ten

years. Specially, the use of albumin and fresh frozen plasma (FFp) increased fifty times

during that period.

The risk of transmissible disease is extraordinarily high for blood collected from paid

denors by commercial blood banks. Recently, more than ninety percent of Japan’s supply

of blood products comes from abroad.

We tested for the anti-AIDS virus antibody in blood products sold by ELISA, IFA and
western blot, and detected 62% positive in anti-HBs immuno globu-lin (HBIG) on and

after 1982. Most commercial globulin preparatio ns arestill made by ethanol fraction.

Reprint requests to: Namiko yoshihara,
Dept, of blood products, National
Institute of Health, 2—10-35,

Kamiosaki, Shinagawa-ku,

Tokyo, 141 Japan
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Since ethanol concentration greater than 20% inactivate the AIDS virus in vitro, there is no

need for alarm forrecipients of current globulin preparations.

Globulin administrati on

hasnever been identified as a risk factor for AIDS despite of the extensiveuse of globulin.

However, we hope to eliminate anti-AIDS virus an tibodypositive blood from blood products

and to make manufacturers of bloodproducts aware of the need for careful donor selection.
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