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Morphopathogenesis of diabetic glomerulosclerosis
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Nodular and diffuse glomerulosclerosis are two major glomerular lesions in diabetic
nephropathy. The diffuse lesion appears from 1 to 6 years after the onset of diabetes.
It consists of dense, homogenous and PAS-positive substance in the mesangium, of
which the area is expanding year by year.

The nodular lesion consisting of dense and PAS-positive substance is noticed several
years after the appearance of diffuse lesions. The electron microscopy revealed lucent
and edematous matrix connecting with subendothelial space in diffuse and

lesions,

nodular
which may be compatible with mesangiolysis. Circumferential mesangial
interposition, plasma insudation and monocyte infiltration are noticed rather frequently
in the subendothelial space. Thinning of the basement membrane 1s also present,
These

processes may play some roles in the formation of nodular lesions.

which is associated with rupture and microballooning. active pathological
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