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Greetings

The herbaria of museums and research institutes have amassed a vast collection of botanical specimens dating from
over 100 years ago to the present day. These include plants that are currently threatened with extinction. Many of
these specimens also contain seeds, and it has been discovered that some of these seeds remain viable in a dormant
state. By collecting and sowing these seeds, it may be possible to revive plants that have become extinct in certain re-
gions or to restore the genetic diversity of wild populations.

Botanical specimens, although dried, dead and in a different state from when they grew in the wild, also have

aspects of living biological material. In this special exhibition, 'Living Seeds from Botanical Specimens', we aim to
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showcase the germination potential and scientific value of seeds and spores preserved in botanical specimens.
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February 2024

TANTJI Yoshihiko

Director, Niigata University Asahimachi Museum

SHIGA Takashi, Ph.D.

Curator, Niigata University Herbarium
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PLANTS OF JAPAN

Faculty of Education, Niigata University

rFHH S [Hydrocharitaceae]
T4
Blyxa echinosperma (C.B.Clarke) Hook.f.
Loc.: EER /NEFi/NERT f=&Hith
Pref. Hyogo; in an irrigation pond, Oda-cho, Ono-shi. 98 m
34.879285 135.000829
Date: Sept. 19, 2019
Coll.: Takashi Shiga (with Tomohiro Kurazono) No. 11214
Note: 12D T 0 v DKM, KiFE10cm,
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