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V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin

Differences between the Uzbek Analytical Expressions  
for Assumption, V-sa kerak, and Possibility, V-(i)sh mumkin 

 

HIDAKA Shinsuke 
 

When a native speaker of Uzbek (Turkic, Southeastern branch) assesses a particular 

proposition, he or she uses either V-sa kerak or V-(i)sh mumkin (V = verb stem). Earlier 

studies described V-sa kerak as expressing contemplated actions (Bodrogligeti 2003: 876), 

doubt/anxiety (Abdurahmonov et al. 1976: 110), and presumption (Kononov 1960: 398), 

whereas V-(i)sh mumkin expressed possibility (Bodrogligeti 2003: 853, Kononov 1960: 

401) and permission (Kononov 1960: 401). Kononov (1960: 401) cites an example that 

can be interpreted as potential. Data from Hidaka (2013) suggest that V-(i)sh mumkin has 

a lower probability than V-sa kerak. However, the aforementioned studies have not 

examined the morpho-syntactic features in either expression; this study analyzes and 

considers both expressions from the same viewpoint. First, we clarify the morpho-

syntactic features associated with semantic features in a corpus examination from the 

viewpoint of “subjectivity” (Palmer 1986: 16). In addition, we explored both expressions 

in an interview with a native speaker from another semantic viewpoint (probability) that 

is different from subjectivity. Our study concludes that the degree of subjectivity is related 

to these differences. V-sa kerak is used when the speaker judges that a proposition is true. 

This form has a higher degree of subjectivity. However, V-(i)sh mumkin is used when the 

speaker’s proposition may be true or false. This form has a lower degree of subjectivity. 
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1.  
 ( ) 

V-sa kerak (1)  V-(i)sh mumkin (2) 

 

 

(1) Bugun yomg‘ir yog‘-sa-ø kerak.  (2)  Bugun yomg‘ir yog‘-ish-i mumkin. 
 today rain rain-COND-3 necessary   today rain rain-VN-3.POSS possible 
     

 

V-sa kerak  (Bodrogligeti 2003: 876)  

(Abdurahmonov et al. 1976: 110)  (Kononov 1960: 398) 

V-(i)sh mumkin  (Bodrogligeti 2003: 853, Kononov 1960: 401)  (Kononov 1960: 

401)  (Kononov 1960: 

401)  (2013: 480 481) V-(i)sh mumkin V-sa kerak
2

(Palmer 1986: 16) 

 ( ) V-(i)sh mumkin V-sa kerak
: 2

V-sa kerak
V-(i)sh 

mumkin
 

2 V-(i)sh mumkin V-sa kerak
3 4

5

 
 

2.  
2.1 V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin Abdurahmonov et al. 

(1976), Kononov (1960), Bodrogligeti (2003) V-sa kerak  V-(i)sh mumkin 
 (2013) 2.2
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2.1.  
V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin V-sa kerak V-

sa kerak  (3) 

(4) 

(4) bor-ish-ning 
 -i kerak  

 

(3) kerak   narsa 
necessary  thing 

(  2015: 108) 

 
(4) U  yer-ga   bor-ish-ning kerag-i      yo‘q. 

that place-DAT go-VN-GEN  necessary-3.POSS  no 

(  2015: 108) 

 

V-(i)sh mumkin V-(i)sh mumkin
(5) mumkin narsa (4) kerak

 

 

(5) Qirg‘iziston-da mumkin narsa  O’zbekiston-da mumkin  emas. 
Kyrgyzstan-LOC possible thing  Uzbekistan-LOC possible  NEG 

 

(https://www.amerikaovozi.com/a/6844018.html : 2023/02/15 ) 

 

V-sa kerak  (Bodrogligeti 2003: 876)  

(Abdurahmonov et al. 1976: 110)  (Kononov 1960: 398) 

 -ma  (7) kerak
 

 

(6) Qoʻrq-qan boʻl-sa-ø kerak! ― de-di-ø ohista Pavel. 
 be.afraid-PTCP.PAST be-COND-3 necessary  say-PAST-3 quietly PN 
 (Abdurahmonov et al. 1976: 110) 
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(7) Domla-miz bizniki-ga kel-ma-sa-ø kerak.    
 teacher-1PL.POSS our.place-DAT come-NEG-COND-3 necessary    
 (Bodrogligeti 2003: 878) 

 
V-(i)sh mumkin  (Bodrogligeti 2003: 853, Kononov 1960: 401)  (Kononov 

1960: 401) 

 (Kononov 1960: 401)  (8)  (9) 

 (10)  

 

(8) U-nda ochlik-dan oʻl-ish mumkin. 
 3SG-LOC starving-ABL death-VN possible 
 (Bodrogligeti 2003: 855) 

 

(9) Mashina tayyor. Jo‘na-sh-ingiz mumkin. 
 car be.ready leave-VN-2PL.POSS possible 
 (Bodrogligeti 2003: 855) 

 

(10) Bu ish-ni ikki kun-da bajar-ish mumkin. 
 this work-ACC two day-LOC carry.out-VN possible 
 2 (Kononov 1960: 401) 

 

 (9)  (10)  

V-(i)sh mumkin 2 : 1. 

V-maslik V mumkin
 (11) 2. V-(i)sh mumkin emas

 (12) 2. mumkin emas
 

 

(11) V-maslik mumkin  

 V-VN.NEG possible  

 (Kononov 1960: 401) 
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(12) Lekin bu kecha bor-ish mumkin emas, chunki… 
 but this night go-VN possible NEG because 
 … … (Kononov 1960: 402) 

 

 (2013)  (2011) 

 

(2.3 ; pp.447 484) 

V-sa kerak  ((13), (14)) V-
(i)sh/V-maslik mumkin  (15)  

 

(13) ( )  
 U odam bugun kel-ma-sa-ø kerak. 
 3SG person today come-NEG-COND-3 necessary 

 

(14)  
 Ular hali ham kel-ma-yap=ti, balki mashina-lar-i yo‘l-da 
 3PL yet also come-NEG-PROG=3 perhaps car-PL-3.POSS way-LOC 
 
 buz-il-gan bo‘l-sa-ø kerak. 
 break-PASS-PTCP.PAST become-COND-3 necessary 

 

(15) ( )  
 Hozir tushlik vaqt-i bo‘l-gan-i uchun, u odam 
 now noon time-3.POSS become-PTCP.PAST-3.POSS because 3SG person 
 
 uy-da bo‘l-ish-i ham bo‘l-maslig-i ham mumkin. 
 home-LOC become-VN-3.POSS also become-NEG.VN-3.POSS also possible. 

 

 (2011: 40-41) 

4

(16)  ( 2013: 480-481)  

(2011) (16) V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin
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(16)  (2011) : 

             

V-(i)sh kerak  V-sa kerak      V-(i)sh/V-maslik mumkin 

  (13)    (15) 
          (14)  

 

2.2.  
V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin (1)  (2) 

 ((6) ~ (10)) (16) 

2

 

(Palmer 1986: 16) V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin
 ( ; cf. (16)) 

 

Palmer (1986: 16) 

 (2006: 44) Palmer (1983: 208ff., 1986: 16-17) 

 

 

(17) It may rain. 

(18) It is possible that it will rain. 

 

 (2006: 44) (17) may (i)

 ( ) (ii)

 (

) (18) It is possible
 

 (2004 [1953]) 

 (

 2004 [1953]: 338)  

 (Palmer 1983: 
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208ff., 1986: 16-17, 2006: 44)

 (  2004 [1953]: 338)

3 V-sa kerak
V-(i)sh mumkin 4 (16) 

 

 

3.  
V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin

2.2  (2004 [1953]: 338) 

 

Sketch Engine (https://www.sketchengine.eu/) Turkic 

web – Uzbek 2012 1  .uz

1800  

V-sa kerak : 1. Concordance kerak* 

2. kerak 3 *sa* 3. 

V-(i)sh mumkin : 1. Concordance

mumkin* 2. mumkin 3 *sh*

3.  

 1 V-(i)sh mumkin
V-maslik mumkin  V-maslik mumkin emas

 

 

 1:  
   

V-sa kerak V-COND necessary 1297 
V-ma-sa kerak V-NEG-COND necessary 534 
V-(i)sh mumkin V-VN possible 2974 
V-maslik mumkin V-VN.NEG possible 639 

 

V-sa kerak  V-(i)sh mumkin
V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin  (V-

ma-sa kerak V-maslik mumkin)  
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3.1.  
V-sa kerak  V-(i)sh mumkin bo‘l-

V-gan bo‘l- [V-PTCP.PAST be-]

V  (19), (22) V-(a)yotgan1 bo‘l- [V-PTCP.PROG be-] V  

(20), (23) V-{a/y}digan2 bo‘l- [V-PTCP.NPST be-] V  (21), (24) 

 

 

(19) Bu ish-ni tajriba-li odam qil-gan bo‘l-sa-ø kerak, ... 
 this work-ACC experience-PROP person do-PTCP.PAST be-COND-3 necessary  

 … (uzhurriyat.uz) 

 

(20) Siz-ni quyi-dagi savol-lar o‘ylan-tir-ayotgan bo‘l-sa-ø kerak: 
 2PL-ACC low-ADJLZ question-PL think-CAUS-PTCP.PROG be-COND-3 necessary 
 (dastur.uz) 

 

(21) Bu yigitcha-ning ism-i Aziz bo‘l-ib quloq-lar-i shalpang,  
 this young-GEN name-3.POSS PN be-CVB.SEQ ear-PL-3.POSS drooping  
 

 bo‘y-i naynovlig-i-dan uyal-ib buk-il-ib yur-adigan 

 height-3.POSS lankiness-3.POSS-ABL be.shy-CVB.SEQ bend-PASS-CVB.SEQ walk-PTCP.NPST 
 

 bo‘l-sa-ø kerak, ... 

 be-COND-3 necessary 

 
 ... (viki.uz) 

 

(22) lekin ma’lum bir o‘zgartirish-lar kirit-il-gan bo‘l-ish-i mumkin 
 but certain one change-PL introduce-PASS-PTCP.PAST be-VN-3.POSS possible 
 (blogger.uz) 

 

  

 
1  -ayotagan  -yotgan  
2  -adigan  -ydigan  
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(23) To‘g‘ri, bu savol-ni juda varvaqt ber-ayotgan bo‘l-ish-imiz mumkin 
 right this question-ACC very quickly give-PTCP.PROG be-VN-1PL.POSS possible 
 (infoteka.uz) 

 

(24) alohida tahdid-ni ro‘y ber-ish ehtimollig-i-dan kel-ib 
 special threat-GEN face give-VN possibility-3.POSS-ABL come-CVB.SEQ 
 
 chiq-adigan bo‘l-ish-i mumkin bo‘l-gan zarar aniqlan-a=di 

 go.out-PTCP.NPST be-VN-3.POSS possible be-PTCP.PAST damage be.clear-NPST=3 
 (infocom.uz) 

 

3.2.  
3.2.1.  e-  boʻl- 

kerak mumkin
e- boʻl- 

kerak e- edi, emas  bo‘l-
kerak edi kerak emas kerak boʻlsa

 

V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin
V-sa kerak  (1831 ) 1

 

V-(i)sh mumkin V-(i)sh mumkin
 (25) V-(i)sh mumkin  (26) 

(25) V-(i)sh mumkin edi
(26) V-(i)sh mumkin bo‘l-gan

V-(i)sh mumkin V-(i)sh mumkin
bo‘l-  

  



 

- 88 - 

(25) ... sog‘liq-ni saqla-sh, transport va xizmat ko‘rsati-sh soha-lar-i-da 
  health-ACC keep-VN transport and service show-VN field-PL-3.POSS-LOC 
 
 ham qiyinchilik-lar-ni yuza-ga keltir-ish-i mumkin edi-ø. 
 also difficulties-PL-ACC surface-DAT bring-VN-3.POSS possible PAST-3 

 
( )  (lit. 

) (ayol.uz) 

 

(26) Davlat, jamiyat va shaxs-ga jiddiy ekologik, ijtimoiy va boshqa 
 state society and person-DAT serious ecologic social and other 
 
 zarar yetkaz-ish-i mumkin bo‘l-gan ekologik xavf-lar-ni... 
 harm bring-VN-3.POSS possible be-PTCP.PAST ecologic danger-PL-ACC 

 
… (meteo.uz)  

 

3.2.2.  =da , =a , =mi  
3 =da (Bodrogligeti 2003: 1019-21) 

=a (  2015: 159) =mi  

V-sa kerak  =da =a  (27)  (28) 

V-sa kerak =da =a  

 

(27) Nima-ni=dir tushun-ma-gan bo‘l-sa-m kerak=da. 
 what-ACC=INF understand-NEG-PTCP.PAST be-COND-1SG necessary=EMPH 
 (filmlar.uz) 

 

(28) O‘sha-nda qo‘rq-qan bo‘l-sa-ngiz kerak=a? 
 that-LOC be.afraid-PTCP.PAST be-COND-2PL necessary=CONF 
 (uzbekistonovozi.uz) 

 

(29)  =a (29) 

V-sa kerak  
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(29) Qorn-ing ham och boʻl-sa-ø kerak? 
 stomach-2SG.POSS also open be-COND-3 necessary 
 ( ) (tongyulduzi.uz) 

 

=mi 1  

V-(i)sh mumkin (2974 )  V-maslik mumkin (639 ) =da
=a (30) =mi  

 

(30) ... “Osteoporoz:  nasl-dan nasl-ga o‘t-ish-i mumkin=mi?” 
  osteoporosis generation-ABL generation-DAT pass-VN-3.POSS possiple=Q 
 
 kabi qiziqarli maqola-lar-ni o‘qi-sh-ingiz mumkin.  
 like interest article-PL-ACC read-VN-2PL.POSS possiple  

 ( ) : 
(shou-biznes.uz) 

 

3.3.  
3.1 3.2.1 3.2.2

 2  

 

 2:  
 

 

 
 

bo‘l- 
  

e-, boʻl- =da  
=a  

=mi  

V-sa kerak  
[V-COND necessary]

 

V-(i)sh mumkin 
[V-VN possible]

 

 

 

V-sa kerak

 

3.2.2 V-sa kerak  =da  =a
=mi =da Bodrogligeti (2003: 
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1019-21) 

=da
 (cf. (27)) =a

=da =a
 (cf. (28)) V-sa kerak =mi

3.2.2 =mi
(31)  

 

(31) Siz kel-a=siz=mi? 
2PL come-NPST=2PL=Q 

(Bodrogligeti 2003: 1015) 

 

V-sa kerak =mi  

3.2.1 V-sa kerak
V-sa kerak 

 ( 2.2 ) bo‘l- 
V-sa kerak

V-sa kerak  

V-sa kerak
V-(i)sh mumkin

 

3.2.2 V-(i)sh mumkin =da  =a
=mi V-(i)sh mumkin 

V-sa kerak
=da  =a 
V-(i)sh mumkin =da  =a

V-(i)sh mumkin
=mi  (30) V-(i)sh 

mumkin 
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3.2.1 e-  boʻl- 3.2.1

V-(i)sh mumkin edi
 (25) V-(i)sh mumkin bo‘l-gan

V-(i)sh mumkin  (26) 

edi V-
(i)sh mumkin

bo‘l-gan V-(i)sh mumkin
V-(i)sh mumkin

V-(i)sh mumkin
V-sa kerak  

: V-sa kerak
V-(i)sh mumkin

 

 

4.  
2 4.1

2

 ( 6 ) 4.2

1  (1989

)  

 

4.1. 2  

 (1992, 1995)  (1992, 1995) 3

:

 ( )  ( ) :

: A B

1
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V-(i)sh mumkin V-sa kerak
 

 

(32)  

 a. Ertaga yomgʻir yogʻ-ish-i ham mumkin, yogʻ-maslig-i ham mumkin. 

 tomorrow rain rain-VN-3.POSS also possible rain-VN.NEG-3.POSS also possible 
 
 b. *Ertaga yomgʻir yogʻ-sa-ø ham kerak yogʻ-ma-sa-ø ham kerak. 

 tomorrow rain rain-COND-3 also necessary rain-NEG-COND-3 also necessary 

 

(33)  

 a. Bu yolgʻon boʻl-ish-i ham mumkin, lekin men rost deb oʻyla-y=man. 

 this lie be-VN-3.POSS also possible but 1SG true QT think-NPST=1SG 
 
 b. *Bu yolgʻon boʻl-sa-ø ham kerak, lekin men rost deb oʻyla-y=man. 

 this lie be-COND-3 also necessary but 1SG true QT think-NPST=1SG 

 

(34)  A B  

 A: Ertaga ham telefon qil-a=san=mi? 

  tomorrow also telephone do-NPST=2PL=Q 
 
 B: a. Ertaga telefon qil-maslig-im mumkin. 

   tomorrow telephone do-VN.NEG-1SG.POSS possible 

  b. *Ertaga telefon qil-ma-sa-m mumkin. 

    tomorrow telephone do-NEG-COND-1SG possible 

 

V-(i)sh mumkin 1

V-sa kerak  

 

4.2.  
2.1  (16) V-sa kerak V-(i)sh/V-maslik mumkin

V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin
V-sa kerak
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V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin  

(35a) (36a) 

(35a) shubhasiz V-sa 
kerak  

 

(35) a. Har qanday o‘qituvchi uchun, shubhasiz bu eng qiziq 
  every how teacher for doubtless this most interesting 
 
  masala bo‘l-sa-ø kerak.      

  issue be-COND-3 necessary      

   

  
(http://marifat.uz/marifat/ruknlar/umumii-urta-talim/3535.htm 

: 2022/09/20 ) 

 

(36a) balki V-sa kerak  

 

(36)  a. Balki katta bo‘l-ib ona-m-ni qadr-i-ni yaxshi-roq 

  maybe big be-CVB.PFV mother-1SG.POSS-GEN value-3.POSS-ACC good-COMP 
 
  bil-a boshla-gan-im sabab bo‘l-sa-ø kerak. 

  know-CVB.IPFV start-PTCP.PAST-1SG.POSS reason be-COND-3 necessary 

  (https://mobile.twitter.com/nizomuddinova02/status/1539284436327489536 
: 2022/09/20 ) 

 

(35a)  (36a) V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin (35b) 

(36b) V-(i)sh mumkin
shubhasiz

balki  

 

(35) b. *... shubhasiz bu eng qiziq masala bo‘l-ish-i mumkin. 

   doubtless this most interesting issue be-COND-3 possible 

  ( )  
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(36) b. Balki ... sabab bo‘l-ish-i mumkin. 

  maybe  reason be-COND-3 possible 

   ( )  

 

V-sa kerak
V-(i)sh mumkin

 

 

4.3.  
4.1 4.2

 

 3

V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin  ((32) ~ (34))

V-sa kerak  ((35a), (36a)) V-(i)sh 
mumkin  ((35b), (36b))  

 

 3:  
  

 
 

  
V-sa kerak 
[V-COND necessary] 
V-(i)sh mumkin 
[V-VN possible] 

 
V-sa kerak

 

V-(i)sh mumkin
V-(i)sh mumkin

 

 

5.  
V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin
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V-sa kerak
3.2 V-sa kerak  =da  =a =mi

 =da  =a
V-sa kerak

=mi V-
sa kerak V-sa kerak =mi

V-sa kerak V-sa 
kerak V-sa kerak

V-sa kerak
 

2  (4.1 ) V-sa kerak
V-sa kerak

V-sa kerak

 (4.2 ) 

V-sa kerak
 

V-sa kerak

 

V-(i)sh mumkin
3.2  =da =a  =mi

 =da  =a
=mi

V-(i)sh mumkin
edi bo‘l- 

bo‘l-gan V-(i)sh mumkin
V-(i)sh mumkin

V-(i)sh mumkin V-sa kerak
 

2  (4.1 ) V-(i)sh mumkin
V-(i)sh 
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mumkin
 (4.2 ) 

V-(i)sh mumkin

 

V-(i)sh mumkin

 

 

6.  
V-sa kerak  V-(i)sh mumkin

2  ( ) 

 ( )  

V-sa kerak V-(i)sh mumkin
V-sa kerak 3  (1. 2. 

3.  =mi ) 

V-(i)sh mumkin V-sa kerak  (

=mi )

V-(i)sh mumkin  

V-sa kerak
V-(i)sh mumkin V-sa 

kerak  (2011)  (2.2 ; 

(16))  

a. ~ c. : a. 

 (cf. (16)): V-(i)sh kerak [V-VN necessary] vs. V-sa kerak
b. : V-a/-y ol- [V-CVB take] vs. V-(i)sh mumkin etc. c. 

 

 

 

 
JSPS  JP22J01538  

165  (2022 11 12 Zoom

) 
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-    NEG negative  

=    NPST nonpast  

1, 2, 3  1, 2, 3   PASS passive  

ABL ablative   PAST past  

ACC accusative   PL plural  

ADJLZ adjectivizer   PN personal name  

CAUS causative   POSS possessive  

COND conditional   PROG progressive  

CONF confirmation   PROP proprietive  

CVB converb   PTCP participle  

DAT dative   QT quotative  

EMPH emphatic   SEQ sequential  

GEN genitive   SG singular  

INF indefinite   VN verbal noun  

LOC locative      
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