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-mar/-mer 
Verb-Modifying Function of the Mongolian Verb Suffix -mar/-mer 

 

BAO Gegen 
 

This paper examines the verb-modifying function of the Mongolian verb suffix -mar/-mer 

and finds first that the syntactic property of its modification of the verb is closer to that of 

converbs than adverbs. Four types of verbs can be modified by a verb with the suffix      

-mar/-mer: auxiliary verbs, thought verbs, manner verbs, and others including quotation 

and speech-act verbs. Whether one can insert the postposition sig ‘like’ between a verb 

with the suffix -mar/-mer and the following verb is determined by the actor and 

evidentiality. Whether a verb with the suffix -mar/-mer can take a voice or aspect suffix 

depends on the type of verb, as follows: The verb suffix -mar/-mer means hope or 

desirability when used with a first-person subject and spontaneity, possibility, situational 

description, hyperbole, or metaphor regardless of the subject. 

 
 , ,  
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1.  

1

-mar/-mer2 3

 

 
1 

2017
7 a, e, i, o, u, ö, ü 26 n, b, p, q/k, γ/g, 

m, l, s, š, t, d, ḳ, č, ǰ, y, r, w, f, c, z, ž, h, lh, ż, ċ, ng a, o, u
e, ö, ü i

q, γ k, g  
2 -mar/-mer -mar -mer

-mar -mer  
3  
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(1) doγuilang=un  tölüge  isige=ben  nige=dü  nige=ber ǰisüle-ǰü,  

 =GEN  POST  =REFL  =DAT  =INS  -CVB.PARA  

 emkü-ged  abu-mar  kögerüküile-gseger  bömbügen  ger=tü=ben  

 -CVB.DISC  -mar  -CVB.DUR   =DAT=REFL 

 oru-γul-u-n_a. 

 -CAUS-E-NPST 

 

(2009: 293  

 

(2) sürekei  dogsin  tüimer=ün  yeke γal  qoin_a=ača salkila=γsan sirügün 

         =GEN     =ABL  =VN.COMP   

  salkin=no  küčun=i  daga-ǰu tegri γaǰar=i  küde-lge-mer  törčigine-n_e. 

 =GEN =ACC  -CVB.PARA    =ACC  -CAUS-mer -NPST 

 

(1995: 380) 

 

(1) emküged abu-mar emküged abu-mar

kögerüküilegseger

emküged abu-mar kögerüküilegseger /

 

(2) tegri γaǰar küdelge-mer i

tegri γaǰar i küdelge-mer törčiginen_e

tegri γaǰar i küdelge-mer törčiginen_e

 
4 -mar/-mer

 

-mar/-mer 2

3 -mar/-mer

-mar/-mer

 
4 1995: 327 2009: 289 -mar/-mer

-mar/-mer 1995: 293
2009: 380 -mar/-mer  
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4 -mar/-mer 5

2.  
-mar/-mer 2003 2012 2010

 

2003: 327 1 -mar/-mer

-san/-sen  

2010: 115 -mar/-mer

-mar/-mer

2010 -mar/-mer
5 bai- /

bol- sanaγda- 1  

2012: 119 -mar/-mer

2012: 133 bain_a -mar bain_a

-mar/-mer

 

1986: 92

-mar/-mer

 

1991: 267-268

-qu/-kü  

100

-mar/-mer 430

189 187 42

12 1

 
5 2010: 115 -mar/-mer

1204 -mar/-mer 186 746
272 2010 -mar/-mer
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1 -mar/-mer 100  
     

 189  187  42  12  

 

-mar/-mer

-mar/-mer

 

3. -mar/-mer  
-mar/-mer

-mar/-mer

-mar/-mer  

3.1.  

1986 6 1995 7

1997 1991 8 2006 9

1991 2006

 
6 1986: 134-135 -da/-de ende -r_a/-r_e

deger_e -n_a/-n_e naγan_a -si čaγasi
uruγu qamiγ_a uruγu

tende eče önüdür kedüi dü
masi tüil ün

 
7 1995: 378-385 ensi drgete
nigente darui yab čab dulas dulas

qur qur sibar sibar yekete
sain daγan 5 1995

1991  
8 1991: 416-425 tong neng qaratai

ürgülǰi bain bain dakin dakin sayi
arai čarai qaltu mültü tönggen tanγγan

tasu čömü balba niča  
9 2006 danγda möd

masi denγduu  
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2006  

1986, 1997 1991 1995

2009 10 2010 1992

 

1986: 82

 

-mar/-mer

 

 

  

(3) neng yeke 

          

 

 

(4) neng yekede-kü  

        -VN.FOR 

 

 

(5) neng  yekede-ǰü… 

      -CVB.PARA 

…  

 

(6) ǰarim daγan  daqin daqin  ki-deg.  

         -VN.HAB 

 

 

(3) neng yeke (4)(5)

neng yekedekü yekedeǰü

 
10 2009: 305-308 eürite tür čaγ

ulam baqan quγu kemke
sendü mendü qasi yasi 3

2009 1991  
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(6) ǰarim daγan daqin daqin

ǰarim daγan daqin daqin kideg

 

 

  

(7) alqu-γad     yabu-bal    γoyu. 

       -CVB.DISC -CVB.COND  

 

 

(8) alqu-γad     yabu-baču   ǰabdu-n_a. 

      -CVB.DISC -CVB.CONC  -NPST 

 

 

(9) * yabu-γsaγar masi/darui/ayandaγan/balba. 

       -CVB.DUR  / / /  

/ / /  

 

(7) alquγad yabubal γoyu

(8)

alquγad yabubaču ǰabdun_a

(9) yabu-γsaγar

 

-bal/-bel -baču/-bečü

-γad/-ged

saiqan γoyu qurdun udaγan

 

 

 -mar/-mer  

(10) γaiqa-mar  yeke 

       -mar   
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(11) kömün  bairi-ǰü ide-mer  aγasila-qu  

        -CVB.PARA  -mer  CVB.FOR 

 

 

(12) * kömün  bairi-ǰü  ide-mer  masi/darui/ayandaγan/balba 

        -CVB.PARA  -mer  / / /  

/ / /  

 

(10) γaiqa-mar yeke

-mar/-mer *ide-mer yeke

(11) kömün bairiǰü ide-mer

aγasilaqu (12) kömün bairiǰü ide-mer

 

2  

2 -mar/-mer  

-mar/-mer

�

 

2 -mar/-mer

-mar/-mer
11  

3.2. -mar/-mer  
2 100 -mar/-mer

187 2010

bai- / bol- sanaγda-

100

 
11 -mar/-mer

 usu ge ǰü endegüre-mer, utuγ_a ge ǰü tasiya-mar.
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-mar/-mer 3  

 

3 -mar/-mer 7  
 

1 47   sana-  6 6   aγasila-  

2 30   bai- /  7 2   güyü-  

3 29   bol-  7 2   tüg ǰi-  

4 9   bodoγ-  7 2   čoqila-  

5 6   qara-  7 2   ge-  

� sana- 47 46 sanaγda- 1 sana-  

 qara- 6 4 qaraγda- 2 qara-  

 

bai- / bol-

sanaγda- bodoγda- üǰegde-

aγasila- güyü- tüg ǰi- čoqila-

ge- kele-/yari-

-mar/ -mer

4  

 

4 -mar/mer  

59  63  61  4  

3.3. -mar/-mer  
-mar/-mer
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3.3.1.  
-mar/-mer siγ/sig12

siγ/sig

 

-mar/-mer -mar/-mer bai-

-mar/-mer bol- -mar/-mer

(13a) (14a)

siγ/sig (13b)

(14) siγ/sig  

 

(13)*a. una-mar  siγ  bai-n_a. 

        -mar  POST  -NPST 

 

 

 b. una-mar  siγ bai-bal tul-ǰu  talbi. 

       -mar  POST -CVB.COND  -CVB.PARA  

 

 

(14)*a. bi  ene  kömün=nu  tuqai  yari-maγča uqila-mar  siγ  bol-daγ. 

   1   =GEN    -CVB.IMM  -mar  POST  -VN.HAB 

     

 

 
12 

siγ/sig 1997
2009 1997: 200-201 siγ/sig  metü

sitü siγ/sig si metü
tü siγ/sig yum/yüm siγ/sig

siγ/sig
2009: 311 siγ/sig

yum siγ/yüm sig 1997
2009 siγ/sig

 N + siγ/sig
abu siγ kömün qarbuγsan somu siγ qurdun

sain kömün sig yüm da.  V + siγ/sig
kelegsen sig kibel kelegsen sig 

sanaγdaju siγ/sig -mar/-mer
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     b. tere  ene  kömün=nu  tuqai  yari-maγča  uqila-mar  siγ  bol-daγ. 

         3   =GEN   -CVB.IMM -mar  POST  -VN.HAB 

     

 

-mar/-mer -mar/-mer

(15a) siγ/sig

(15b) siγ/sig

-mar/-mer (15c)

siγ/sig  

 

(15)*a. ... daγula-mar  siγ  bodu-γda-l_a. 

        -mar  POST -PASS-PST 

…  

 

 b. bi  birin  oči-ǰu  üǰe-mer  sig  sana-γda-γsan  

    1    -CVB.PARA -mer  POST -PASS-VN.COMP  

 bol-baγču… 

 -CVB.CONC 

…  

 

 c. … asar=i  urusqa-mar  siγ  sana-γda-γul-u-n_a. 

        =ACC  -mar  POST -PASS-CAUS-E-NPST 

…  

 

  -mar/-mer -mar/-mer

(16a)

(16b) siγ/sig -mar/-mer

(16c) siγ/sig

 

 

(16) a. biri-ǰu   ide-mer  sig  aγasila-ǰu  bain_a.  

    -CVB.PARA  -mer  POST CVB.PARA  -NPST 
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 b.  ǰiruke=ni  ama=bar=ni  γaru-mar  siγ    čoqila-qu=du 

    =3POSS  =REFL=3POSS  -mar  POST -VN.FOR=DAT 

 

 

* c.  ǰiruke=ni   ama=bar=ni  γaru-mar  siγ  obolǰa-n_a. 

     =3POSS  =REFL=3POSS  -mar  POST  -NPST 

 

 

  -mar/-mer

-mar/-mer

(17a) siγ/sig

(17b) siγ/sig -mar/-mer

(18a) siγ/sig

(18b)

(18c) siγ/sig

 

 

(17)*a. bi  ide-mer  siγ  ge-ǰü  bodu-ǰü  saγu-ba. 

        1  -mer  POST  -CVB.PARA  -CVB.PARA  -PST 

 

 

 b.  bi  bodu-bal  bol-u-mar  siγ  ge-ǰü  bodu-ǰü  

    1 -CVB.COND  -E-mar  POST  -CVB.PARA -CVB.PARA  

 saγu-ba. 

 -PST 

 

 

(18)*a. bi  suraγ  mede-mer   sig  kele-n_e.  

      1  -mer  POST -NPST 

 

 

??b. bi  suraγ mede-mer  sig kele-ǰü  čida-qu  ügei. 

      1  -mer  POST -CVB.PARA  -VN.FOR NEG 
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 c. suraγ  mede-mer sig kele-ǰü bai-γsan … 

     -mer  POST -CVB.PARA  -VN.COMP  

…  

 

-mar/-mer

siγ/sig -mar/-mer

siγ/sig

3.3.2.  
-mar/-mer

13  

-mar/-mer -mar/-mer

(19a) (19b)14 (19c)15 (19d) (19e)  

 

(19) a. nada16=gi  yabu-γul-u-mar bai-n_a. 

     1=DAT   -CAUS-E-mar  -NPST   

 

1991: 298  

 

     b. ǰodu-ldu-mar  bain_a      /  aγasila-ǰu    bain_a. 

    -REC-mar  -NPST  /  CVB.PARA  -NPST 

/  

 

 
13 

-γul/-gül,-lγ_a/-lge/-γ_a/-ge -γda/-gde/-da/-de/-ta/-te -lča/-lče
-ldu/-ldü -čaγ_a/-čege/-ǰaγ_a/-ǰege -čiq_a/-čike/-či -sqi 

/-ski  
14 bai-

-mar/-mer  
15 (19c)

 
16 1 nada  
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    ??c. tergen=dü daγari-γda-mar bai-ǰai. 

    =DAT  -PASS-mar  -PST  

 

 

 d. batu=in biri=ni  üǰe-gde-mer17  bai-n_a. 

    PSN=GEN  =3POSS  -PASS-mer  -NPST 

 

 

    * e. qural ende yabu-γda-mar  

     -PASS-mar 

 bai-n_a/bol-u-n_a/sana-n_a/aγasila-n_a. 

 -NPST/ -E-NPST/ -NPST/ NPST 

/ / /  

 

-mar/-mer (20a)

(20b)(20c) (20b)

(20d)(29e)(29f)  

 

(20) a.  … tegri  nura-ǰu  una-mar  sana-γda-γul-u-n_a. 

         -CVB.PARA  -mar  -PASS-CAUS-E-NPST 

…  

100  

 

 b. γurban ǰang  ger=i  ergü-ǰü abu-mar  

      =ACC  -CVB.PARA  -mar  

 debǰiyere-gül-n_e/üime-ldü-n_e. 

 -CAUS-NPST/ -REC-NPST    

/  

100  

 

 

 
17 üǰe  
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     c. nada=gi  tülki-kü=dü  nikege-gde-mer  ügei  batu  

      1=DAT -VN.FOR=DAT  -PASS-mer  NEG    

 tögǰi-gde-gsen bai-ba. 

 -PASS-VN.COMP -PST 

 

 

    * d. qalturi-ǰu  una-mar               

     -CVB.PARA -mar 

 bai-γda-n_a/bol-u-γda-n_a/ge-gde-n_e/kele-gde-n_e. 

 -PASS-NPST/ -PASS-NPST/ -PASS-NPST/ -PASS-NPST 

/ / /  

 

* e. qalturi-ǰu  una-mar  

     -CVB.PARA -mar 

 bai-ldu-n_a/bol-ldu-n_a/ge-ldü-n_e/kele-ldü-n_e. 

 -REC-NPST/ -REC-NPST/ -REC-NPST/ -REC-NPST 

/ / /  

 

* f. qalturi-ǰu  una-mar  

    -CVB.PARA -mar 

 bai-lγa-n_a/bol-γa-n_a/ge-lge-n_e/kele-gül-n_e. 

 -CAUS-NPST/ -CAUS-NPST/ -CAUS-NPST/ -CAUS-NPST 

/ / /  

 

-mar/-mer (21a)

bol-

(21b)  

 

(21) a. ene  čimege=ber hamar lodun tabtur  alda-ǰu  orγu-γad  

      =REFL  PSN   -CVB.PARA  -CVB.DISC 

    güyü-čike-mer sana-γda-ba. 

    -PERF-mer  -PASS-PST 

 

mongol unsihu APP hamar lodun  
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 b. …könggen  masin ǰam  deger_e  γaru-mar bol-čiqa-tal_a  ǰabrotenei 

        -mar  -PERF-CVB.LIM  PSN 

… … …  

100  

 

-mar/-mer

-mar/-mer

bai-  

-mar/-mer -mar/-mer

5  

 

5 -mar/-mer  
-mar/-mer

�

4. -mar/-mer  
-mar/-mer

-mar/-mer

1

4.1.  
-mar/-mer 1 18

 

 
18 2 1
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1)  
-mar/-mer bain_a (22a)

-mar/-mer bain_a 1 (22b) tomu 

boluγad yapon du

-mar/-mer 19 (22c)

1  

(22) a. bi  tomu  bol-u-γad  yapon=du  sur-u-mar bai-n_a. 

     1   -E-CVB.DISC  =DAT  -E-mar  -NPST 

2012: 133  

b. bi  sur-u-mar bai-n_a.

1 -E-mar  -NPST

c. …ǰarim daγan  oči-ǰu   üǰe-mer sana-γda-daγ… 

     -CVB.PARA  -mer  -PASS-VN.HAB 

100  

 
2)  

-mar/-mer (23a)(23b)

(23) a. …čeber  aγar  amisqulla-mar  sana-γda-n  bos-ču  γar-ba. 

        -mar  -PASS-CVB.ASS  -CVB.PARA  -PST 

b. … köriy_e keid  boγ  čidgür=ün  törö-kü orun  bol-ba  uu ?  

           =GEN  -VN.FOR  -PST  Q 

 

 
19 üǰe-mer V  üǰe-mer  
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    ge-ǰü  qasqiru-mar  sana-γda-ba. 

     -CVB.PARA -mar -PASS-PST 

100

4.2.  
-mar/-mer

1)  
-mar/-mer bai- (24a)(24b)

 

(24) a. bi  deilü-mer  bai-n_a. 

     1  -mer  -NPST  

b. času  oru-mar  bain_a. 

     -mar  -NPST  

2)  

-mar/-mer (25a)(25b)

(25c)(25d)  

(25) a. ger=tü=ben   kürü-mer  bai-n_a. 

    =DAT=REFL -mar  -NPST  

b. …sal-ǰu   yada-mar  bol-u-γad  ergikü  qabur=i  

      -CVB.PARA  -mar  -E-CVB.DISC    =ACC  

 küliye-kü  yüm. 

 -VN.FOR  SFP 
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100

 c. tere  bi  üǰe-bel   bol-u-mar  ge-ǰü  kele-be. 

    3   1  -CVB.COND  -E-mar  -CVB.PARA  -NPST 

d. tere  bökün=i  mede-mer  sig  yari-ǰu  bai-γsan  da. 

3 =ACC  -mer POST  -CVB.PARA  -VN.COMP  SFP 

-mar/-mer bai-

(26)

(26) boγču  una-mar  bai-n_a. 

      -mar  -NPST  

-mar/-mer (27a)

-mar/-mer (27b)

 

(27) a. kedün  üge  kele-mer  sana-γda-γsan bol-baču 

        -mer  -PASS-VN.COMP  -CVB.CONC  

 kele-gsen  ügei. 

 -VN.COMP  NEG

b. bi üǰe-bel  bol-u-mar ge-ǰü bodu-γsan  ču 

1 -CVB.COND  -E-mar  -CVB.PARA  -VN.COMP EMP 

   duuγara-γsan    ügei. 

   -VN.COMP NEG 
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3)  
-mar/-mer (28a)(28b) (28c)

(28d)

(28) a. bi  delbere-mer  bai-n_a. 

1 -mar -NPST 

b. qoyar  nidü=ni oroi=bar=iyan  γaru-mar bol-ba. 

    =3POSS  =INS=REFL  -mar  -PST 

c. amisqul büglere-mer tögǰire-ǰü… 

     -mer  -CVB.PARA  

d. …uutai  kürü-mer  yari-ǰu   bai-γsan… 

        -mer  -CVB.PARA  -VN.COMP  

100

-mar/-mer (29a)

(29b)

-mar/-mer

(29) a. tügüsi=gi=ni  alaγada-čiqa-mar  sana-γda-ba.   

     =ACC=3POSS  -PERF-mar  -PASS-PST 

     b. tügüsi=gi=ni  kemke  alaγada-čiqa-mar  sana-γda-ba. 

     =ACC=3POSS   -PERF-mar  -PASS-PST 
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4)  
  -mar/-mer ge-mer bai- (30a)

(30b)  

 

(30) a. …sedgil=un  ki  ni  qoyar  keseg  čoγ ge-mer    

        =GEN  EMP  3POSS    -mer  

 bai-γ_a   yum. 

 -VN.CONT  SFP 

…  

100  

 

 b. …aγusikin=nu  qoyar  sudasu  ge-mer  inaγsi-γsan  tula… 

      =GEN     -mer -VN.COMP  POST 

… …  

100  

 

-mar/-mer

6  

6 -mar/-mer  
 

 

1   

      

 bai- 

bol- 

 qara-γda  

 aγsila-  

 

ge- 

kele-  

�

5.  
  -mar/-mer

-mar/-mer
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-mar/-mer

-mar/-mer

-mar/-mer

-mar/-mer 1

-mar/-mer

 

�

� 1992

-: suffix boundary =: clitic boundary *: ??: 1: 

first person 1 3: third person 3 ABL: ablative ACC: accusative 

ADJ: adjective     ASS: associative     AUX: auxiliary     CAUS: 

causative     COMP: completive CONC: concessive     COND: 

conditional     CONJ: conjunction     CONT: continuous CVB: converb 

DAT: dative DISC: disconnection DUR: durative       

E: epenthesis EMP: emphasis FOR: forecast GEN: genitive 

HAB: habitual IMM: immediate     INS: instrumental     LIM: 

limitative NEG: negative     NPST: non-past PASS: passive     

PARA: parallel PERF: perfect POSS: possessive POST: 

postposition     PSN: person name     PST: past Q: question 

REC: reciprocal     REFL: reflexive SFP: sentence-final particle 

V: verb VN: verbal noun  

1992  

1986  

1997  

2003
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 249-340. 

 

1992   

501-517.  

2017   

 

2010

 

2012 . 

 

1995

 . 

1991 . 

2009  .

2006 2016
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