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A Contrastive Study of Japanese and Chinese Voice: 
Definition and Classification of Voice Constructions 

 

ZHAO Rongjunzi 
 

This paper provides an overview of the definition and classification of voice 

constructions in Japanese and Chinese. First, it attempts to define the voice category in 

Japanese and Chinese and reviews previous studies on voice, then it examines which 

types of construction should be considered central and peripheral in the voice category in 

both languages. Furthermore, we focus on the benefactive nature of voice constructions 

in Japanese and Chinese and clarify the differences in the definition and classification of 

voice between the two languages. 
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