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Discourse Function and Semantic Construction of Adnominal Clauses  
in News Articles ―From the Viewpoint of Systemic Functional Linguistics― 

 

FU Gaihua and XIE Dong  
The multiple adnominal structures in Japanese news a ticles are extremely prominent. The 

researches mostly discuss the structural and semantic characteristics of the division of adnominal 

clauses into “internal relationship” and “external relationship”. This paper discusses the 

discourse functions and semantic interaction structure relationship from the perspective of 

Systemic Function Linguistics. It is clarified that Japanese adnominal clauses can be regarded as 

grammatical metaphorical operations formed by transitivity transfer, and by transforming 

dynamic events into static attributes, the information is contextualized and the information 

structure is adjusted. In addition, after the subject noun acquires the static attributes, it participates 

in other transitivity as a participant, forming some semantic interactions as enhancement, or 

elaboration, or extension, which strengthen the author's organizational purpose and thus affecting 

the reader’s cognition. 
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